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FRANK THOMAS 


THROW THIS GUY THE WRONG PITCH, AND YOU'RE TOAST. 





Only a gamar with aqaal amoants of 









Soi you're a trae gamar with a tasta 
brains and gats can faca tha most for raal Major Leagee™ action, Top of the 
powerfal hittars in hasaball. And yoa (Order is for yo. Tas yoar sills 
vil, over and ovar again, when yor 
play the gama Top of tha Ordar™. 

‘Authentic MLB" playar shots, along 4 


with stats basad on actual playar 


» and win big prizes at Top of tha 
(Ordar toarnamants, For regional 

taarnament infarmation, call 
1-800-860-1649, contact es at: 
performanca, giva yor all that yoa http://wen-nxtgamas.com or 


need to challenga yoar strategic abilities. E-mail as at: axtgames @cts.com. 


Nor A Game About BASEBALL. ms a REAL pasesaut 


B@.. ee J OUROSSS 










































Please contact us at: 
Iron Crown Enterprises, Ine. j 2 hte 
P.O. Box 1605 Pte 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 USA ie Lo o/h in sou 


An expansion set for Middle-earth: The Wizards™ 
D 


middle LD earth 


Tie DRAGONS 


“So the rumour of the wealth of Erebor spread 
abroud-and reached the ears of the dragons, 
and at last Smaug the Golden, greatest of the 
dragons of his day, arose and without warning 
came against King Thrdr and descended on the 
Mountain in flames: * 
—The Lord of the Rings 


Middle-earth: The Dragons’ is the fst 
expansion, set for Middle-earth: The Wizards, 
ICE's collectible card game. signed for one 
10 five players. Expand your collectible card 

‘portfolig with this set of 180 new: tradable game 
cards, and use them to explore new play Strategies: 
Bach booster pack contains 15 cards anda 
ney six page inset with rules for 

Middle-earth: The Dragons. Each ¢ard'is 

beautifully illustrated with fine color artwork 

created by over 45-renowned 
fantasy. artists, 
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5 } Michael Whelan’sbeouiful “Serra Angel vs. Hulaon 
dead Daas | Minotaur” pointing. Check aut aur eXcusive interview 


12, with Mr Wheln on page 50. 


YOUR OPPONENT IS MARK ROSEWATER 
> 


ee 


THE PUZZLING 
eevee 


By Mark Rosewater 


25 mind-bending puzzles based on the internationally best-selling 
trading card game Magic: The Gathering®—plus a special 
puzzle by Richard Garfield, award-winning creator of Magic. 


You've played the game and stumped every other opponent with your skill and wit. Now, take the 
greatest challenge any Magic: The Gathering” player has ever seen. Introducing Magic: The Puzzling — 
a callection of 25 new mind-bending brainteasers from Duelist puzzle mastermind Mark Rosewater. 


Available June 1996. + —{42-pago full-color book + $18.05 
Wrans 


of the Coast Caonmee Serie (206) 6240983 
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Have Your Gake 
and Play It Too 


When pop culture icon Andy Warhol said that in the future 
‘everybody would be famous, but only for 15 minutes, he was wrong 
His problem was that he never met Richard Garfield or played 
Gaxtiela’s Magic: The Gothering collectible card game. 

have, and | know the truth: While plenty of “typical” people will 
be famous for 15 minutes, most wil never be famous at all—and a 
select few will be famous forever 

‘That's because Douglas Shuler and a few artist buddies are 
auctioning off chances to model for Magic cards. 

‘They're stil formulating the when and where; “Inquest News" will 
hhave the details when they're final. But fist | want you to understand 
how truly amazing this, 

Forget that Magic (winch Wizards of 
the Coast published six years after 
Warhol's death) i probably the greatest 
game ever invented. Forget—but only 
Until the bidding staris!—that the 
auction's proceeds are going to charity. 
‘And forget that Shuler Tantastic painting 
1f the strong, beautiful Serra Angas one 
‘of gaming's bestoved ilustrations, 

No, this opportunity 1s amazing 
because it shows how 
‘other games have come. 

The first playing cards were invented 
in 10th-century China to entertain the 
emperor and his wives. When trading 
cards arose, they pictured people whe 
were in of close to the spotlight: 
baseball players. Later, cards showed TV 
land meme actors and other celebrites, 

Chess, the classic strategy 
board game, is won by trapping the opposing king. In Monopoly, 
you're a would-be realestate baron cum capitalist oppressor. TR's 
new dirthright is about controling and toppling monarchies. 

‘These cards and games are fine, but collectible card games are 
something else again. Take Magi. In addition to fantastic heroes and 
ferocious monsters, I's got average joes like Orcish Consents and 
Elvsh Farmers. After 1,000 years, regular people are finally getting 
taste of cardboard power! 

‘And there's more. Sports fans, bless ‘em, can frame their Reggie 
Jackson or Don Mattingly cards and hang them on the wall, but those 
‘cards wail never do anything. But gamers can shuttle John ‘ehway and 
Glyn Milburn into a Red Zone deck and play a game. t's like having 
your cake and eating it too 

Plus, most CCG cards are much nicer to look at than plain old 
regular playing cards. 

Which reiurs us to that chanty auction. Wouldn't you lke to be 
featured on a Magic card picture? You could play with yourself to your 
heart's content, (So to speak.) And you could stick a feW of your cards 
into those airught cases designed io last 15 millon years 

After all, i's not every day that someone wins a piece of mass- 
dstributed cardboard fare. Why not make it last? 

IW only Andy Warhol and those early Chinese emperors could see 
us now. Pasteboard power to the people, brother! 


Thstthay 2 Valle, 


Matthew E, Milken 
Associate Editor 
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Kagato Destroys 1 Tem at his 
location every move. He wil! 


continue until stopped, 
He has been called "The 
Destroyer of Artifacts." 
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Letters to the Editors 


POTTY MOUTHS! 


A good batch of our mail recently has seen an upswing of people 
telling us to stop using “borderline profanity” and to reel in the 
elementary school humor. The good part being that we've also seen 
more mail telling us to ignore that other mail. Whatever will we do? 

We've also received some heavy mail from concerned fans that feel 
Wizards of the Coast (Wot) is on the verge of diluting Magic with its 
constant releases of expansion sets featuring cards that “blur the lines between 
the colors and help balance the game.” This should be good. 
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‘With the exception of your occasonally ? ita pont towne the woy we ff, We wantInduest the people at WotC who make the new 
sereny ces (De you guys tthe interns | fe hoe osirag conesohonl te, ond while | sets—but ed nd o let down when open 
do your Star Worsprice gid”, you've got sametimes i might be affersie ta some af eur | a booster pack toa new expansion ard get 
a prety cool magaane going ‘here. readers isis hse oe megane, | Selduvan (Gry) Sensor Hysrebla (Bue 

Asiefrom thecool articles, ler decks, | Sosew a. i : 

crustung card combos and in-depth inter 
ves, | the the overal tone of your bok. 
Is The across between *Monty Python 
and “The Kids in the Hall!” Don't let any 
tight-asses change your ways: keep the feel 
tas magaze oc Chanel Frebal you 

Erk Tome 


“s Corner 4 Whoa wo'esloppin' this book together, we make £  there—and | have nothing but respect for | 





Rockford, lk 


Ive been playng Magic for about two 
‘years now, and 'm beghning to get afte 
aad that with al thenew expansonsbairg 
E pumped out, one of the most enjoyable 


Cordonva, TN aspects ofthe game—the dferencesn what 
the ve cols can dos beng lost. Cards 
Yuen ppl it... tke Anarchy and Pox seem aut of place n 


their respective colts. I's diluting one of 

{don't understand why you guys elit the Inehipns of what makes Mage such a 

cesar to use borne pofansy in your ‘teat, balanced and unique game. 

magaane. be exdng your mag and, out ‘Wh move expansians an the wey for 

cfnavhere belt by acapton beading tre | Summon Ideas £'96, fear that Wot 8 maiking the Mage 

cftext, whatever thathasa gattausciss |The article you ran in InQuest #12 ! cow way past dy tim resening judgment 

word int. (Mage The Expansions”) which featured {ntl the next set, but whe away thought 
‘Why? Youdon'’needittobe funny you { fanmade cards built around a mythical | fd beaMagefan, the game resemies Mage 

don't need it tobe coo, andf you gave expansion set was realy cool row some | lessand les wth every expansion. 

two more seconds of youre, mi auteyou | ofthe cards were anda unbalanced and | Jeffery Winston 

could come up wth a more taste subst. | some set ies seemed Kinda mited, but | Cyberspace 

tute for what Land 'm sure many read | there werea few that reduced whole new 

see as unnecessary and dstaseful | elements tothe game Aer seeing several | ft were up tous, wed we Hag sts0 yor: 
I don't consider myself a prude, but { of Wet’s newer expansions wish they'd |e bas upd (kor, fourth edo, ith ed 

4 fair amount of what you guys do | go back'o the kind of stuff they ted with £ fo fc) wth cars rtated in and av, nd on 

doesn’t belong in a magazine about | lege ike mtroducing usto Summon Leg. | ol new exponsin. We'd as iy to make each 





fantasy gaming ferdeatsand Rampage Thosetwo new eke | expansion intaduce something ne, ke leg 
fan Trevor ‘ments were so excing made legends the | end arfacs, cdo olor cbity doped 
Grandvite, mt greatest Magic expansion to date jing on oc els lie to, Boscly,keop 
‘Moai to me, is stil the best CCG out things interesting. 
on 
dune 19804 7 










£ Ltry as many dierent things as poss- 

ble food, friends, activites and, yeah, 
‘games too. While "ve stumbled across some 
really stinky duds, I've aso found some 
really great games. 

All trying to say this you have a 
favorte game, grea. Pay It, enjoy it, do 
everything you want with, but don’t Ive 


















































re in Fan- 
tasy? 

Hey, I'm a paying cus- 
tomer, pull some stnngs for 
‘mes | wanna workin the fantasy ba! 

“Glenn Goode 

Storkvile, MS 


Yeo, well fyau Ankit’ ha esy,yurolving | everything se out there Instead of buying 
inofnhs. yoo weno ark snr, wit, | your umpieenth booster pack looking for 
designe hater, yo gma bavehvarkat | your thitd rare, gwve some new game a 
itt me ening of yours Tae spcaed | chance, ari dort ge up after stone 


choses Far yur intr, send submsins out 


Life's got alt to offer people mside the 
‘very company tat might use your fet ond 


CCG cornmunity and out 
‘Marc Edetti 
Garner, NC 


ood pins ll round is eae pen af 
ging fons outer obays king ry sae 
‘hing new, it pains us whenever we see some guek- 
‘by wr thinks thor just becouse he really digs one 
ge, ol ates mus sick 


Head Hurt 
‘Magee and my opponent oes to clone his 


Serra Angel and I respond by sucking bis 
Serra nto my Tevms'sCoftn (50 his 





BattleTech in the cards? 
‘Ave back hear that some company 

was working on a BatieTech CCG. Is this 

(rue? if so, who? What? Where? When? 

Ron Tucker 

Cyberspoce 


‘ether. respond by attempfing to tap one 
‘of sland wth my ley and then Dellecting 
the Ras to my cy. 

‘900. what ust happened? 

Steven Fellows 

‘Monticello, NY 





on Nog ployrs we arg, vee gonna ke your 





‘overall sharp coakie Both? 

You car, acse hein the Rss egal 
oor tare orm gorges Del i 
anto You conus he ley nti ofr the Rust 
{dongvih ay chen hs eid 
aren countered od th Cin fe has eher 
became “sual cast” or baen countered, 
‘becouse the ley’s effect isn’t an interrupt. 

‘Auleplanatin requires breaking dav the 
ins ch lyr temping od shaving how 
thy iin he ops of spalrsing ond res 
finn esi hs 


Why do some people act ke since they 


play one CCG, they arn't allowed to enjay 











3 contempt when sgt ht our gar | 
ng group try something new ("Dragan Bice? | 
ye, does't have aral”), and don'teven | 
‘Ne new games 2 shot. i 

understand the whole “human beings { 
¥ dont ike change" thing, bt to never try 
2 anything new s crazy. Magi was nt only 
new game, it wasa wholenew teat game, 
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i Don't lett consume youand bind youto 


ve got a question that makes the areas 
‘bean my eyes hurt Here goes Frm playing | 


pelts | 
target is gone and the clone fzzes). He | 
| responds by castng Ruston the Cofin (Yeah, + 
F eouldi’'t beieve he was playng wth a Rust? 





Wel yu’ cue he ight plc, Bing te | 


usando runing ei gly men mah 
erin, write ofr “Stomper ord 











yer css Cane, targeting th Sra Ce 
isnoy beng cs" reg nan ine 
rps ore mot a ineropts, 

Cones naw “scsi cst no iro 
responses are legal ayer 8 responds by ca 
ig Towns Caf, ergeing Sra Coin afed 
‘is now “being cost * Interrupts are legal non-iner- 
‘Tupts ove nat. 

Player A interrupts Coffin effect, sorgoting it 
with Rust Rusti now “being cos.” 

No interrupts. 

Rust is naw “successfully cost* sa, since i's on 
inercp, i esas. afin fais cuted 
‘Now it's lego ta activate the Icy Manipulotor 

Ais pit wuld bo gaa ot Delian 
onthe Rust but theos ma legate! ta Dfet 
‘Want Hist lego ata heey Menigala- 
‘ar, since that’s not an inlarrupt 








«aed Topps ci someting that though was 
realy coo. they went back and bough whe 
bunch of thar own older card (ore worth 
hundeds of dolar) and randomiy mserted 
| these older cards in thes new pads. You could 


buy a pack new card and am al the new 
Cones, stumble across Uke a thity-year-old 
‘Mickey Mante card wor aton of dough 
[think itd be keen # WotC did the sare 
F type of thing. Ynnow, buy up tke a hun- 
red each of cards ike the Lotus, the Mees, 
Time Wale etc, and slip them in ther next 
Fg expansion set 
IF were to open a pack of new Magic 
{cards and pluck outa Lotus, d need anew 
E pair of underwear, 
Thomas Holgoin 
Queensberry, NY 


Wat «grec marketing campaign “Boy o pack 
‘and cp your shorts!” 
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ten Gera Lean ey : 
iti Swoon § The Name 
‘Your mast recent issues (470-12) have seen q 
es 
eae rere es 
Peietaebeeaewenen 
fen 
Cool ‘La Vista, NE 
fener reprint covers You started { Wehear ya Asecond month “ier Decks” col. eR 
‘ff with awesome covers featuring orcinal umn featuring non Magic stuff is already in the 
art by guys lke Anson Maddacks, Jolin {works Wl be debuting in the next few months. ‘J 
te aircon nee { 
‘got preexisting artfrom Magiccards andan | Desiphering Rulehooks by-Gore: Conard na. 
‘your cover, (don’t know iFi’sa test or what, | about three months ago (D&D), and CcGs CIEE 
bbut | want the ongina art back on the cover. about a month ago. One question wh the 
Peter Gibson | bbrenaton) arent so bad, they've fe 7 
a ee ae 
suck Ihave yet fo buy a starter deck any if 
‘Wo're just mixing it up obit. While tho original ort; amend be able to play after reading the” IB 
‘oversare aw faeries oo, wera the photo cov- + rule. It's insane! My only saving grace Wye ath 
ers ‘cause we like ‘em better than the painted Star | having friends who already know how A nb sONe POW 
Wors/Tiek stuf (Besides, the odds are pretty sim | play (who, oddly enough, learned from their “Wena a 
‘tht we could gt Shomer and Ney to pase for | riencs Has anybody ever deciphered rule MeL E Ene 
‘anew photo. And Kirk's fot now anyway ) ‘book and learned from that), showing me, Mong Fatong, (B47-1924 
The cord-art coves ore moter sory When 1 how to play. art Chin’ xg 
‘we're running a genecic Anson Moddocks big my ; For any game companies out there read. \ ind wbjed ol over 100 nflvatal Hong Kang * 
‘bg cover, theres no red tape. Me just call im + ing tis, | have a humble lee suggestion I 
op osk him or ig stm bug and poo, we get for your when you thnikyou'recone witha 
one. When we're dealing with alicensed property, i rulebook, have someone read itwho doesn’t J 
ke Spider Mon ora Tolkien character, there's } know how to play the game, then play tim 
always on approval process that's super annoying, } in that game if you best him repeatedly i ny 
cand we butt heads with the license holders over i while he's sittin’ there scratching fis head; r ' 
‘oho ort to uso—i'saclasal pon in the os. £it'stame for a rewrite 
Thats when we diy fr coo! piece of existing wt: Rick Perry 
and use it Ht saves us a bt in aspicin, Concord, CA 


More Games on et eben 


‘You guys have taken It on the chin ina rc company se ae cir Eee rk 
han of tes takng you to tak for not ligating out aw play the damn hing. 
toomgsonermgfiry clr sat | etalattoteemor Bettas " 


ing that to theie eyes you're nothing but a | Jeam o game so we hove more time to play i, | 

tig ad for WoIC You responded wth mul: | eve compar shoul ofl the foloig si sug- The, oor ‘ofthe Game. 
tpl Yes, wee expaneing our eoveagelno, | gots when wring leook: + otnduest 

we're not on the WotC payroll” type | 1) Whe ing sped, give an exan- 151 Walls Res, 

answers, and whe beeve ook you the 
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2)Aglesary of ens he bac ofthe bok. 
‘Quite helpful 

3) Acard diagram detatng who's whot on 
vcard 

4) A dogrom showing how to setup the ploy- 
ing 

5) Proteome dtr ake sare eve 
thing in your rebbook 0s crc os possi fo 
‘va consi potent ang tc consumes af 


rrr product. 
6) are. Makes ones everyting more enter 
toting (ar test mare omusing). 


Geography Lesson 

Wanta great way spend your summer 
vacation ths year? Go bul a deck for Mid 
dteeats The Wizards Do you hve anya 


how long f takes to bul a semblance of af 


‘powerul deck fr that game, especaly you 


wanna play asem-quick game and pick your. 


sites beforehand? i's gi mpossbel 
youtogve me some quick, patented fr 
*threestep plan” to bud a Mildle-ent deck 

Isa great game and a, but | want to 
spend my fee time playing CCCs, not fig 
‘rng out what faction goes where and which 
Item goes there 

Jeff Polino 

Greenpoint, Nf 


Grote, Midtlezarth fakes o fon ong fe to 
ply you don ow your Mid ath goog 
phy, The any slution..leam i After a ow hours 
af ploying wit the map ond paying eteton fo 
whore a he ois re, you be ipingecund 
‘inno tine After tho, deck buildng's about os fme 
consning os Magi 


April Fool’s Combos 

The "Apri Foo's" Magtc card-combos n 
issue #12 of your magazine were great 
almost choked on a granola bar when | 
‘hoped open and started reading what has 
become the fist thing tur ton your book, 
but tas worth it 

“Thanks for not doing what tae many peo 





plein hes hobby do, take this too senously. £ 


‘The"G" inCCG means "game," and agame 
‘supposed to be fun. 

Sean Chopmon 

Richmond Hil, NY 


nk Gl you biked ‘an. 


First Born 


You knavw, | was sting here playing | 


-Mogethe other day when my fen was a+ 


tng how weird it was that nabody thought of 


‘making a card game tke ths before, and now 
there are dazens of them and everybody's 
playing them. That gat me thinting, ‘cause 
dont think Magic was the fst. Yeah, 

sure they/e the fst that called themselves 
collectible, 






















there and there I could swear 


remember playng crappy fantasy or super: 
hero card games, | specifically remember 
laying a Marve superhero game on ards in 
lementaty schoo some yeas back. 

Do you guys know of any other card 
james that pre-dated Magn? 

Jomes Cole 

New Bertin, WI 





mmm. . there's Fyng Butfolo’s Nudeae War, 2 
game called Sqwurm (covered in InQuest#8'5 “Swan 
Song’ ond. ha’ of ween hin af Fombody 
utter’ got ny ar, wns nord share he 


knowledge 


Magic Mindset 
Whats the most annoying Mage pay 

| ee layed against you? 

| Dont Krydon 


West Haverstraw, NY 





When the people mou going group refs 19 
lay onything but Magi. 


Hey, we survived onthe eter coum, Before we 
geil omaancement secon os afnext month, 
“nuit wl be nthe hands of sameane tr 
‘bly foro o Ines readers. Wha it He 
= se you in w 


BEA 
FREAK! 


‘hf re nestor ce ude ond 
lly re oda ain es op your vera 
Foni/c Vea che, tp 0 pt nd 

{polio os Dosa mteriy wenn ew Mage 

tao, OED cao, Haun uy, shady 

cat ofa wlan ede. 

“oe sae sigh 

been mbchanend boca 
eye es eth yon es. 
vp it De nds snes 

2) ave someane polar yu in your tome 

In mole poses/sengs (Polaris wil HOT be 

xc) tah yor rong, oes phe ube, 

he name tthe dona wees oh 

{thet fe pi wt nth pa] ond 
note able tng fo 

10 Costume Contest 
151 Wells Ave. 
Congers, NY. 10920 

Wn do emg tof Hg 
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12,198, you da a 








‘Wt th Star Nore" Custoizale Gard Game by Dace, is your strategy tat cons the uae, Wi he Galactic Epi expand? ts yr decision, 
‘Ute dark seo th Force rump’ That ais tbe seen, With 224 customizable card he obvies are yours. vail n Strtar Sets a Exganin Ses reper, 
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X-Files CCG Preview 

'NKT Games and Donruss have scheduled a collectible card 
game based on the Fox TV network's "X-Files" seiesfor release 
this Ju, Te designers are working closely wth show creator 
Chas Cart capt the favor ofthe sre in the ards, wach 
wel feature shots rom the fst two seasons. 

In the game, each 
player puts together a 
team of FBI agents and a 
conspiracy. Each player's 
agents investigate sts in 
order to unmask the oppo- 
nent’ consprtor an thus 
win the game, 

fon Kent, one of two 
desagers ofthe Xs CCC, 
was quick to describe the 
game as"sometang difer- 
ext It’snot ny monsters. 
your monsters, i's my 
‘Seducve reasoning vs your 

seductive reasoning. 
‘Duncan Macdonel the 
other designe, character 
ized it as a "thinking 
‘gamers’ game and "acon- 
@ oy versaton-based game. You 
need ask questions of your 
‘opponent and take notes onthe cues discovered [Most other 

games} ae How quick can ll you?” 

The designers fel that thea CCG wal interest even those 
fan with the TV show. "tT appeal to a person's serseof 
cunosty,” Kent sad 

To avold complaints about the rarity of popular charac 
tees m other lcensed CCG, "X-Files" two ma characters, 
FB Agents Fox Mulder and Dana Selly, wll have common 
‘cards. But those cards wil represent the agents when they 

meet. Uncommon and rare card wl increase the agents 
lls Planned chase cards wl represent important evens ram 
the snes, such as"Foxhasa nes death expenence” or *Scily 
Is abducted" 

3 The A-Ffes CCG will clude approximately 300 cards and 
wal be avalae in starter decks (Lentatvely set at 60 cards) 
and booster packs (ther exght-ot 12-card each); pices are 
being determined. Future expansion plans include seasonal 
Updates pls a card set for the tentatively planned 1997 "X- 
Files’ mowe. 

NXT Games ako designed the fed Zane and Top ofthe Order 
spots CCG published by Doneus, 

Kent, when asked if te cards wil hold any surprises for 
arers, responded intypcaly engmatc"Xles fashion, “ust 
‘make sure you look el cosly at the cards.” 





Andy Calins 
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New White Wolf CCG 

‘White Wolf says its new collectible card game, Arcadia 
The Wyld Hunt, due July, wil introduce players to a speci 
fantasy envronment: Arcadia, home ofthe changeling fares 

Like the company’s previous CCGs, Vamp (done with 
Wears ol the Coast) and Roge, Arca craw from one of 
hte Wol’s "World of Dares roleplaying gues. But “we 
decided to base Arcadia on Changeling. The Dreormg rather 
than our Wraith or Mage games because Changeling has a 
high fantasy setting rather than a contemporary one. It doesn't 
take place n the mundane world,” said Winte Wol Director 
of Marketing Greg Fountain. He added that “Arcades char- 
acter-based design 1s unique.” 

Cards are packaged in 15-card character and story booster 
packs, which shoul efor around $2.50 each, Each character 
booster pack comes with a character card and other cards 
Which define character attributes and skis. Story Booster 
packs detail game locatons and challenges 

There ae no tare decks one of cach ype of pack souk 
bbe enough for one player to start a game. 

‘As characters joummey through Arcadia and complete 
tasks while trying 
to hinder other 
players rom fins 

19 their own 
quests, they gain 
items and expe 
fence points that 
can be spent to 
improve tet skis 
or buy new ones. 

Came designer 
Mike Tinney said 
"the most chal- 
tenging part of ere 
ating Arcadia was 
pusting together 
something. that 
could be played 
and enjoyed with 
nly angle char 
acter pack and 3 
single story pack 

‘Many Rage artists worked on Arcadla Tony Dietz, 
best known forhisartworkin the Changeling RPG and Blood 
Wors CCG, created Arcades signature at a well as many 
card ustrations 

The Wyld Hurt wl be the fst of three part "story ac.” 
The second par, King tronheats Mines, should be out in 
late fall of 1996, whe The in’s Der the concluding story, 
wil be released early n 1997. An Arca strategy guide 
should be in game stores in September 1996, 
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Wizards of the Coast Caravan Tours 


‘The new and improved Wizards ofthe Coast Caravan Tours are 





























underway, and Wot wants evenene to experence what cals 
“an obwous va wn stun for eveyone” 
Forte fan, loca Caravan stop 13 chance to meet a favorite 
Magi Te Gatherog as nd pss ge are Agha Moves saned. 
forthe ari sa chance to ret calesgues andthe publ tate 
anexperses pad vseaton anc for Dan Fane, exto the edstoa 
bens of Mag. 
forthe realy, ’sa chance to eat engine customs tose 
thng seca dear inne vistors 
Zed for Wards the Coasts a chance to promote prodocts, 
lak toretales and consumers and eter 
tain fans 
Each fe dy tur features 
two Magic aris and we com- 
ary employees ach stop lass 
Six hous 
The neat caravan i Sched 
ied for western Canad lite 
Way For mace information cal 
WoiC at (206) 226.6500 and 
28k for Caravan Tours, 
‘On one mie february night the Ca 
avan stops at Neutal Ground a New York 
iy game store, The places packed 
“The arts are hereto sgn cards tk about tha artwork, meet 
ep Tou Cordnatr Tre MeDernot expan "Yu get chance 
to ea vareyofther work not stn Mage but mother games" 
“hs tour's aris, Frazier and Daug Sule, are frm Colorado 
Abanus oright the appearance of Longin arise Menges. 
the “Gunsnges;" asthe Wet employees recall eronsate 
etree ater ames an Pay speedy Mag cls againstfars 
“The max mpoctart thang! get out of ts seang how Mage 
wasn places other than my hometown,” Shuler ays. 
"Ts games crazer than | would have ever expects," he 
mans "The playesin New York are aot mare serous. Trey] have 


‘more varied deck types... seems tha the decksare certainly much 
faster, mach more senous. I don’ stand a chance against them.” He 
chuckles. “At home I'm a geod player" 

The expenses:paid tp is one reason Shuler oined the caravan, 
But, he notes, "it weren't for these fans | wouldn't be workng 
Thikis my way of saying thank you: Going out, signing autographs, 
meeting people. 

"The arts don't get paid for thes; we're dang it because we 
believe nthe game and we think i's werth supsorting” 

‘That's expecily true for Frazer, who says he passed up asign- 
ments to take the tour. 

“1 was @ teaches for 20 years and I've never seen anything that 
leven approached iwhat Magic does for the bam,” he sad. “t's 
like heavy weaghtitung * 

In ecicttonal terms, Frazer noted, Magi 2 car- 
tan acti tat encourages cent ear, Nat 
‘only must they work ta acquire cards, they must 

learn how to organize ther calectons, look fier 
‘ts pista conditon and secumty; bul decks 
adjust strateges md-game, and handle 

\ctory and defeat graceful 

The Caravan Tours, Frazer 
says let him reassure parents of 
Magic's bereits. 

Frazer also likes seeing other 
artists and shang the ideas and 
‘experiences that are part of his "total 
Ideal yo” 

As Frafer speaks, the din the man room 
‘grows louder The Caravan 1s handing aut prizes and prepanng to 
move aut. Neutal Ground is bursting wath festive gamers. 

The arst smiles, “These kes out thers, they're gong to be the 
bnghtest and the best.” 

‘Allin all, an obvious win-wan stuation for everybody. 

Mathew E Milken 





New Magic Reprint Policy 


Wards ofthe Coast has created a Reserved Card List ta 
protect the secondary market value of Magic: The 
Gotherng cards. 

Reserved cards will never be reprinted as. 
tournament-legal cards. Cards with the 
same ability and casting cost as those on 
the reserved list will never be printed 
or reprinted 

The list includes all cards from the Alpha 
and Beta sets that aren't n Fourth Edition 
fr Ice Age, all Arabian Nights and Antiqui- 
ties rares and uncammons that haven't 
yet been reprinted, and all Legends and 
Dark rares that haven't yet been 
repented. Furthermore, no more than, 
25 percent of the rares from Fallen 
Empires of any subsequent set wall 
ever be reprinted, 

‘Alter last year’s release of Fourth 


4 WQe ues: 






















RARE CARD GOES 


dition and Chronicles, the values of 
many older cards plummeted. If 
WoiC was willing to reprint pow- 
erful cards tke Recall, collectors 
‘wondered, couldn’ 
rarer, more valuable cards 
and Black Lotus? 
Many collectors and speculators 
stopped dealing in out-of-print Magic 
‘ards for fear that they would lose value 
and when Wizards of the Coast 
decided to reprint them. 

WotC may reprint cards on the 
reserved list for new foreign-lan- 
‘guage editions and in unusual for 
mats, such as collectars-oniy editions 
and atypical sizes, that can’t be used 
in tournament decks 
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Thunder Castle 
Buys Mag Force 


Thunder Castle Games makers ofthe Highlander and over in = 
Time coecbe card game hos purchased og Force 7, ctor: of 
the Star ofthe Guardians, Wing Commander and the upcoming StarTrek. = 
The Ong Ses colecble ers gues. 

The announcement vas mae a the 1996 Game Manulactur = 
‘ts Association Trade Show in Atiantic City by Thunder Castle Pres 
ident Mike Sager and Mag Force 7 President Margaret Wes 

"iin wat made tor towel that ag ore 7) J 
motes peopl ar came mot ram te sess” Sager F 
sid “Tey wee ltng for seme ho woul sy eo wat 
they wanted to esabish asa company They io warted someone © 
cul aetna stp tern mainte gare | 

"iebacaly eesDon Pea andl upfrom aot themanagral 
responses so we concentrate onthe crestive end, which 5 
what wel" said Wels wey known asthe bes ling co-author 
fhe Dagonlonce nove. "pst dacovetd realy dint ke beng 
President of » game compar" 

The iden for the buyout was apparently broached over dinner at 2 
gemag crverton Evenly decisis timed seus 

"We've worked akan to lt the nme of procs we've 
tout so that we cangiethem al suppor,” Sages “Yet there's 
something to be sad or adage ord to your. de 
rity easier fru o market four products than or wo compares 
toeach mart wo prods” 

Thunder Cale ames il conte release an supprt son 
pve, wl Mag Force 7, but a an apn of Thunder Castle 

Matt Forbeck 


Hero Splits fram IGE 


Hero Games has severed its long relationship with Iron 
Crown Enterprises. 

Hero Games was formed more than 15 years ago to publish 
‘Champs, a popular superhera roealaying game with innovative 
rmecharacs. Fr the past 10 years, ICE (which recently released the 
Middle-earth The Wizards collectible card game) produced and dis- 
‘nbuted Champrons based products under the Hero Games imprint 
ICE ultimately produced over 75 game products for Hero Games 

“Both companies realized that they could each do a beter job 
by focusing on their own products" Hero co founder Steve Peter- 
son sard. "Fortunately, withthe Middle-earth card game, ou lay 
ing ICE ts't going to realy hur: them in ary way” 

Although their contract ranfor another year, "even fwehad kept 
the lin, probably would have been asa secandary efor,” ICECEO 
Bruce Neilinger said. “They asked us to let them out of the con- 
tract, and we; being te ice guys we ae, gave it to them. We were 
alitle saddened by it because we had some plans, but such s fe 
We're ali frends, andl we wish then luck " 

Hero is negotiating with another publisher to take aver pro- 
duction of Hero Games paper products. It hopes to broker a deal 
shorty and have new paper products out by late 96 

Meanwhile, Hero is developing Hero Plus, a high-tech tine 
Hero Plus gaming products are being produced electronally in 
Adobe Acrobat format, which can be read and pnited out by 











Gel tw free Magic. The Gotberiag boosters with tho aurchase of a Magic 
‘if box unt June 30. Laok for deta ot partionating Magic retalers. 

* Spawn, the Savage Dragon, Youngblood, the Naxx and athe papular 
ImogeCatits characte, lacles and equipment aro coming your way 0 prt 
cof a Juno ol Image expan- 
sian for the WildStarms 
camichack superhero (C6. 

You've prabably 
heard about Afiances; the 
Mogicsetchraricling the 
ffime after the end af Ice 
Age Bul you may nat know 
‘that Jo Age really is ond 
ing. As announced in '95,, 

WorC hos sapped pining Pa, 
ards Thee splyshold sce an achammens to 
‘up ovt around June. Lee 

'* Magic's socand pro 

‘tournament kicks off ot the 


STs th ad Tot my 
Hotel Oveen Maryn Lang 
ach, Calif, May 3-5. 


seve Bat ph came sow, 
130.000 in prices or ot 


ket deem, Rel Prt 
stoke forth lye, wha 
vil oko th decks fr ocard caf th turey Generel drisioi $5. 

‘Maré of he Cos opened its Oa Touarent Cnr and Gome 
ub n Api Tiare ofthe companys Reston, Was, hedguartes has 
‘ido games sak, Mag arr ond aera. 

‘Tho sors or dying in Faiag Suns, the RPG ofthe for fuer from 
Hoisic Oesign Twa formor designers of Wie Wolf's "Ward af Oak. 
ness" re claoreting n the gome, doen Avgst A camper game s 
‘Tn the works, 

© Onedalus Enterionmont urges you ta came Back far Secands in May. 
Tisoureboak os od elements fhe Fog Shu RPG ond inode new 
‘nes. Marked fr Death, eso aut in May, cantons rendy-toun scenarios. 

ayaa’ Oscar fx onivase wil ie subd of GURPS 
Disco, do in '97 fram Stew lacsan Games Pec hnsal wil c- 
vith back 

To odor GURPSbcks in Bll ar an cast, wt Hany Flan, 
GURPS Braille Project, 1440 W Fourth Ave., Eugene, O8 97402. 

‘The 1995 Origins Awards nominges for best card game are The Grea Dal- 
‘muti (Wizords of the Caos), uminati, New World Order: Assossins (Stave 
Jckson Gams), The Lest Crusoe (Chonleen Edel), Middle earth Tha 
Wears ron Gown) ond Stadt acd). 

Lak for Fats Adventres cards or card ffs wth he elavng 
bonks: A Guide te Clb Crd Games by Tam Owens (lbrook Pass, 
velble now; The Shadow Smit (o Might & Moginave, Ol Rey, avi 
cable naw); The Magic Touch by Jady Lyn Nye {Warner Backs, avoilable 
saan); arth i, Fie & Weler (a Fantasy Adventures nove, oan Banks, 
callable August. 
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Macintosh and Windows computers. These products will be pub: 
ished on floppy dss, but Hera Games is currently investigating 
using the Internet (and a new “killer Web site") for quick-and= 
easy distribution 
Lok for both out-of print paner products and new made-for- 
‘Acrobat products under the Hero Pls banner “Hero Plus wall ever 
‘ually he able to pronde our fans with al of their favote products, 
Ina be a way to get new Hero products aut ta aur audience 
swt," Peterson sad 
—MattForbeck 


Magic Tourney 
lists Revamped 


The Duels’ Convocation has changed its ists of cards banned 
trom and restricted in fal Magic The Gather Tournaments. Now 
Type tournaments and Type I! toumaments each have their ovm 
resinicted and banned ists. 

A from Cairo, Black Vise and Sword ofthe Ages were removed 
from the Type | esticted Is, and Time Vauitwas removed frm the 
‘Type | banned list. Recall, Maze of Ith and Feldon’s Cane were 
removed from the Type l restricted lst, 

‘Themes sigrifcart changes the erioval of Time Vault from the 
‘banned ts. Ongnally banned because ofthe potential fr abusive corn: 
‘ators, errata has rerioved Time Vault's abusive powers 

‘The DC cited the decrease In use of creatures m tournament 
decks as wel a the ability for every color to dea with creatures as 
thereasons forthe changes n the talus of Al fram Cairoand Sword 
ofthe Ages lack Vise was unrestricted because i 1s not 3s effec: 
{ven Type | asitisinTypetl Recall and Feldon’s Cane were unre- 
stricted in Type i because there are very few spoder card nthe Type 
1 envwonment, therefore making the card-ecycling uses of Recall 
and the Cane less potent 

Maze oth was removed irom the ested st because as acard 
In The Dark expansion st, t's automaticaly banned mn Type I play. 

Since many people have complained about the DC's erratic 
schedule of rungs, the DC announced that r wil only change the 
restricted and banned ists on March 1, June 1, September 1 and 
December 1. Any changes made on those dates wil tae effect on 
the fist day of the fllowing month 
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‘Mi ro Cia ond Flan’ Cane 
‘eof th restric ts. 




























IN OTHER NEWS, 


‘ontinuad from page 16 





"kyl 5” fons should ok gt hi hands an Chanel leis 
fall 

+ US. Gomes Syston inraducd its Kingdom Elton ofthe Warn 
ol er’ GANA rode Sha. Ech card of his united etion bso Wyvern 
inno ond block harder Players cn redeum 50 Kingdom hoster wromars 
for 38 cas frm ha Phos xpesion 
* Vio’ yur vai chore in tho bs Rages? yout We Wl 
know before Wednesday, 
Nay 15,1996, ond enough 
peaple are with you, tht 
choral wil return mare 
poveslthon evr in agcy 
of tha Ties, Rage’ all 
cxpanian Ese your oi 
ionto okt com, cl 
(404) 292-WOLE (292- 
49654) weekdays from 9 
Om to noon and 2 mt 
Spm. BS, o mall Rago 
Logue, /o White Wall 
Game Studio, 780 Pork 
Marth Blvd, Suite 100, 
ovksto, 68 3021, 

+ F/SkyBxs sealing opproval for Nooo Hockey longus gona 
thot wool bo rebsed tbe 

* Splint in lub Gomes Napkin Water bcd goer 
1, ob eld of Origins in Clubs, Oi, hs ly. The champion gota ip 
to Slr Col (800) 529-3976 or mar convention nf, 

You onde on vcr Hyori Gates hac Ge cof sed 
and numb ors oll or bo Sl print. Sand tho card vi cored malt 
Anca GoteRedempion c/a ord, PO Box 5828, Aingta, TK 75050, 
1 Who the subactof a Fox sinc fiction TY mavie duo 

i also st for an 
callectbo card 
game dstibuted by NMG. 
Gall Wargames West at 
{800)S0S-GANE for nore 
deta, 

+ Soot based Tynas 
Cowon Corp bought the 
rights to Everwoy forts 
Pogan Pobishing orm The 
96 wos doped by Wot 
fir aDecombsce-argon- 
at Inrdoed ns os 
Gamepad up As Maga = 
from Wa. 
* DC Conic’ threwpart = 
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INQUEST NEWS 
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electronic 





“The tentatively led COM Anacapa sated 
for thoend of summer (MicrPrse, $59). The thd 
ve the ¥-COM sere wl oa on pst one cy 
insieac ofthe whole world Enhancements incude 
‘more sophstcated a combat, larger bates and 
bites graphics, MeroProseis ao consdenng eat 
time acc manewers 
Bazar Erterarment, makes ofthe fine Wor- 
croft sevies, have 2 new fantasy roleplaying com- 
puter game, Diablo (May, $60). Athough at rst 
lance it looks fnghteningly siiar to Origi’s 
popu Utuma i, several ts make ths ge 
atte prospect. Fist of, the dungeons havea ane 
om level generator, yielding far more py valve 
‘ha usual yen better, Bkzzard hopes to invade 
the multiplayer RPG market, formal reserved for 
‘oatne provides, by alowang up to four gamers 
ta cooperate inthis game via the Intemet 
Upto sxpayers can take prtin Congest the 
New Wonder Interplay (May, $45). This sates 
gare alows many posse paths for you to lead your 
Coloral power to vitory, including ade ard var 
‘Checkout the dem at hie interplay cor, 
In 2, by Te Bap Brothers (560, May), two 
teams compete i eal te to low things up 
Abough the “expand and bud up your forces ser 
than your opponent” game i Becoming routine, 
thisgame sould ft ley on your hare dv. Yo 
wor waste much time learning the simple ter 
face and the hilarious between-senaros sequences 
are certainly worth Sowing to yout Fees 
{Earthworm jm, the worm who wea @ super. 
powered space sit and olen tes hs foes ta eat 
‘it, snow avaiable Playmates Interactive Enter 
tuement’sacton game Forte (549). This 
arcade game has ou tep hero sng fis head n 
new ad profound ways—such a spnnng hs head 
like a helicopter of using i ke a wip—to over 
 comethe ual obsacesina twodmensoral ge 
Type TSAWONDERFUL" to gt an ext if 
‘Westwood Studios plans to capitalize on ts 
Command and Conquer game with (surprise) @ 
see ea Alert (August, $55) al have more unis 
inducing naval force sabote,thieves (who ht 
Wire vehicles) and quand dogs Other tweaks involve 
larger maps, ada jamming and, most mpoctanty, 
sbcplayer net gaming 
‘Q, makes of such engngnaly simple games 
as Te Pret Genero and Conquered Kgs, has 
ben purchased and dsbaned by Amencan Laser 
Garmes Wil ALG intends to publish QOP products 
suchas Te Les Ad, eease dates are uncer 
Other gare, ncuting the much-adversed Ata 
(Gran Tags ern Outer Spac, soon be anna 
as zombenare Ge, il never be publshed) 
Ree Moscatel 
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Lt: Conquest ofthe New Wor. Above: 
Earthworm Ji has his own goa from 
Ploymetes interactive. 


PLUGGED IN 


Electronic Tolkien 

‘A get ply-by-eleronic mail (PBEM) sites Rolemoster PBEM, concerning LR, Tolkien's 
dl at, tin: /bomo pd ne/ dear uk bm, The site feats an ongingsory 
vit summaries fr beginners. you's nat nthe Web, you cn e-mal Rlemoser 
Arion pose pd rot 

‘The’s anew Wb ie ddd fo Toki’ runes ond the fomasylnguages. The 
Tolkien Fonts page located at np //babel nego. ed yoda fonts. has fos 
you con se wh you computer 


Internet Redemption 








like most well-anceved oficial Web pages, the Redemption home page 
tion vi ees wm Th Sey 
of Toms a tec pr of te page fexures uk adn opis od de 


fst you neon he was ego The spd omaoxemit eto fet 
packs ot The Prophets expansion at, 


Web Netrunners 

Geto know Wo newcyberponk (CG by ning the Heamner eating st. Sed 
‘mali lstserv@orace wars com. The only thing your mesoge shou says *SUBSCRIBE 
[NETRUNNER Your Real Nome’, where "You Rea Home" is your actual nome, ot your 


ACCG Warehouse 
One ofthe bast orgorizod Web resources fo games bas tobe Sprig Clecible Crd 
Games Warehouse at htp//s.is.com B0/otber-games/plin. html. This poge unselfishly 





offers otramondavs rumba of inks to (Cs, ce games, magazines ond campans. Make this 


your starting pont onthe Wb, 
— Buy Selera (VizardT61C@acl om) 
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By Matt Forbeck 
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5795 pa sr dt, $2.5 ur 
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Here's the Deol: Fat Break s the fst CG 1 fous onthe nos popular 
spar Tn Areris:beskeboll! You ond your opponent each ceach os 

foal GBA Wom Storter ack ech ctnn ane of Fur complete 
leams of 12 ployer cords plus AB random acon cords Boasars contain 12 
«cords of ony type, ond ane i ne pets Fctures an all-stor ployer hase 
ced Designed by yours rly, with ileriaus ark by Hlaty Barto ond 
thers, his game sus fr bat hoops fans ané goers ake, 
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Hore’s the Doak: has’ secend voacalletble card game (Once Upon 0 
Tie ws the ist) nokes you oe four ta ove fas kus n schol yard 
bonting for supremacy nd, of 
11 ador, ile, wilasome thing” ond rol blest bees, Games aro 
‘quran dity—st ke the rea hingl—and lst erly 10 Yo 15 mutes 
‘toh Suggested for mlucegorts who ik har hur block 
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rsuex, Moylan Gomes 
es 10 cords 
4a meveasc: May 1996 
e “SUGUESTED RETA: ‘S15 parsat 





Hore’s the Deo: How some ef the was expensive real wot an he 

cam be yours or just 15 bucks! Th hel exporn se for Sty, 
‘he calle card game based or the odie Maxis cemputer gore 
called Sin City (what else?) features 120 new cards. You get the complete 
set af ig hap cords in each double deck Check ot the Stoue a Liberty, 
te ow Yor Stack Exchoge ord other Hao Yawk 


Boone 











us, Lach money Allo’ off Tidal ails 
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THE GUIDE TO UPCOMING GAME RELEASES 








Worriors of the Apecatypea 
fenisices — Whte Wat 
s12e 1Bpas 
eucases  Noy!996 = 
acknernes —Setnued bak 
suusesres acai. $15 









Det: This bok kes mony ofthe prsinentchoracirs rom 
‘age (6 ond alls you everytieg yout wat ta know cut them. This 
lncluds och horace’ ene hsery os wall os ull stots fe the Were 
‘ol The Apcoiyes aleployng ome. lef he expansion ses up ta the 
latest, or ofthe Arazan, ove represented inthe beck Both Rog 
Werewolf players should find ths on interesting rea, 












Ke Allonces 
q Fisher Wad oat 
EB sane Wark 

i ease e196 

| emer) 
; sucoesven c4nl S245 perberack 





Here's the Deol: Ti nh Mogi fe Gothcig expanse, hnited- 
ua, block: borerad st, tho fst sequel fe Ago the st 
‘expanson st which coincidently shuld ba aut af pit Suse. Ths ot 
‘etiues he storyline ram Kee Age The word showing ond ode 
must far new oceces te face nam threals na rapidly changing worl The 
set fairest rem the ragulr Hoge pls faeus cami bok ait 
BN Sienkewer 
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The Star Wars™ 
2-Player Customizable 
Card Game™ lets you 


battle across the entire 
Star Wars™ universe! 
Create your own mix of 
ships, characters and 
gear, and use them to 


defeat your opponent. 


The game features 6 
unique, exclusive cards— 
including Luke Skywalker 
and Lord Oarth Vader! 
With dual 60 card 
decks, and a 15 card 
expansion set, the ; — a a 
force is with you! 





ee | 






. Uw 
ce) 
bSulprise ae 


ce Age introduced the new :..* Ca with othenseards, Combo st 
Zcumulative upkeep,” and Mage players - or Monsoon (if you dent pay with 









































summatily rejected the idea, Why many/sla6), and you'll be happy to pay the 
which, sooner or late, will go to the Lupkeep for the two or three turns it takes to kill 
‘graveyard regardless of what your opponent does? your opponent. 
With such losers as Musician, Halls of Mist, and Again, this is 9 better deal than Magical 
Brand of lil Ornen, one could easily come to the Hack, since if you Hack your Karma, your 
conclusion that “cumulative upkeep” means “this opponent might stil he able to cast some spell 1o 
|) art for display purposes only,” especialy f the _llthe enchantment-and youll have 9 card 
| climilative upkeep is more than one mana. invested in the Karma But, when you llusionary 











Terrain his lands into swamps, you've not only 
made Karma devastating, youve ao hurt his" 
ablity to cas spel. 

PP ifyour opponent doesn't play swamps, he 

stright snicker when he ses your Angry Mois coming 

glance, this for in Veal srcarthe se of fe ecole you 

looks like an expensive tum his half dozen forests into swamps, iritating 
version of Magical your Mob quite a bit. 

Hack—aiter al, for one But what if you play black? Wel then cast 

blue mana, the Hack can Musionary Terran (cheaper to cast than infra 

change ary lané word _Darknes) and turn your opponent's ands nfo 

Into another. Not so. -swamips—black has plenty of swampwWalkers, and 

Sire, Magical Hack plus with Zuran Oro so popular, this a better deal than 

Flashes may destroy all Fv Presence If you're playing wrth more than block, 

basiclands of one type, use Terrain on yoursel to create a Nightmare of 

but Ilusonary Teraim unexpected power orto take out the other guy's 

and Fashfes can do the Nightmare instead 

Same. And what happens Isyour opponent using regenerator or 

‘your luckess opponent “pumpable" knights Rk the Order of Latur? Hell 

' already playing plans be hard pressed to se them once you change the 

and mountains? Well, color of is mana. Your opponent puts outa Force of 

convert his mountains Nature of Minion of Tevesh Szal? Mate him feel pain 
into plans and then cast by cating off hs by to pay upkeep. 

Flashres you've nuked ifyourre playing lots of blue, you probably use 


you get to thal 
lands ofa diferent 























all of your opponent's Control Magic, so llusionary Terrain can, In a i 

basi andst pinch, turn your own lanes into whatever you need 

‘*Butlcan‘trsklosing to pay upkeep/pumps/regeneration on your newly = 

BE fort be, any of my owm lands,” you whine. controlied creature. Most Merfoik decks use the i 

r Avoiding basic lads instil easy to Hack to change the landwalk-granting abilty of 

Maier Terénredy GoW Fallen Empires and ce Age both the Lord of Aarts. Husionary Terran ean tum i 

‘avs vpyour oparen’s Provide plenty of options here. If your opponent’s stuff into islands, shutting down z 
you are telly concemed about not us speleasting n addition to allowing Merolk to 

‘nna Svan filing your own lands, though, you attack unimpeded : 

can combine llusonary Terai with Finally, don’t be confused by all these fancy 7 

Volcanic Eruption and kill the other combos. The ability to shut down even half of your 

guy's "mountains" while leaving adversary’ spelcastingabilty important enough 

‘your lands intact—a tick that towin you a gamein many acicumstance yy B 


Magical Hack can't do. 
‘Aside from its awesome land 
destruction capabilty Ilusionary 
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Duelists' Convocation International 
will sanction over 3,000 tournaments 
around the world this year— 
shouldn't yours be one of them? 


Discover what retailers across the country already know: DCI now sanctions Magic: 
The Gathering? tournaments in retail stores! Retailers holding sanctioned 
tournaments report increased store traffic and customer loyalty because only DCI 
tournaments count toward official DCI ratings, enabling top-ranked DCI members to 
qualify for professional and championship tournaments. DCI-sanctioned tournaments 
receive official rules booklets, prize support, promotional aids, telephone and on line 
assistance, plus new easy-to-use tournament report forms—absolutely free! 


Sanctioning information may be obtained directly from the 
Dueltsts' Convocation International Telephone: 206-204-8032; fax: 206-204-5936; Internet address 
dci@@wizards.com ; Website http:/wwawizants comfdci/welcomehtm, 
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Qn ingen gate 
soe ele 1 ches yo 
upsell es thn 
sd eb ast hi 
‘rms 0/ ou why nate 


pve, ut Cree Land rove hi! 
St Gey kei 0 
(ead yc ays 


“esr wbt legge" Cece a 
esol Rechirae hese Beas 
‘nfo adhe Comace 
‘gs sng, "Yoe “sata Cy fe aly 
Hobs wh Wek ct ond nero we 
eos tap Coxsone egeseoton ca oy tn 
‘inti be oun Copy ere 
‘pod fm oer bt the Comer tet 
ribbing. 
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Qf wd yy Manip to 
nyerpes i a, take bon 
skip aturn? 
—Se 
‘Bo. Yujust gos hima foe rn 





jets, 1S 


Q Urzo's Fowor says, “IF you contol Urza's 


Tower, Uru’s Power Hlont and Uzo's Wine, odd 


three colaess mana instead of oe." Dn Urza's 
Power Plant and Mine it says add two colorless 
insead of oe, Wich is 12 


Ho amon, Fart Oglhap, Gk 


‘A Both. Towers produc three when 
all three cards are in ploy; the others 
produce two each, 





Q If my opponent cats Torture on my Sivan 
Dragon and puts 0-1/1 counter on him afer | 
inflated him, dos he become 5/4 or 4/4 ot the 
ead of ny tun? 


—Sean tnd, Dei, Mt 
Atl 





yn eam hice ssh ad 
rn coats hove te regenerate 
pen cts ers 
atl iy? 
Brendan Shepherd, Aan Arbor, 
AA Wo. When a creoture is aleeady on the 
vay the graveyard, odin “dso fis 
don’ hte i fhe Bosisk rough damoge 
{olla rogrersing croatr, the vic vod 
havo rogeecat both ding demoge proven 
and ogoin of the end of combat when the 
eso effes oa, hagh. 








@ For Mana Drain, | receive the mona used to 
cat th gt spall eso al th lars 
thot my oppanent used? 


—Woyne Chal Flt Meadows, Bish Cohibla 


‘By Both Moursund 














A Gates. 


Qf you Shrink a Scryb Sprites or a 
Shancdin Dryads, do you gain four life when 
they otack you? 

be! Yo, Breve, 


te aX ecm Hib coasts ‘power 
nly hve 20 uroses expt 
oun Ho or Ee po eB 
a/R Syl onthe elo) 





Hf ave a Highimsr, dos the Ce have 
power and toughness eqoa othe Nightmare | 
and or dns it hove power ond ugh ean 
{to however many Swamps | own? 
Feb i, Dv 

The numer of Swans you hav in 
ply. (Yu might orn bunds of Snaps) 


2. hove o Kid Ape, outsn ond Pedshoen 
in play atthe beginning of my ture. | tap 
Pathan ge my Kid ip +12 rl he 
‘end of my turn. | then ploy a Forest. Does this 
make my kd Age 3/5? 


Wiad, Scene Hl, KY 





A. Yes, (But you won't be able to use 
Fendelhoven onthe ape any more while the 
Fores is thar.) 





e Theal kid 
Age/Pedhaven 
tick desi 
wok? 





When « Can 
ploy, can | use 
{one cay something oso? 


Cobden IL 








Joson 


A: You con Deflacto Clone just ike 
any otharsingle-arget spell when it's 
being cost Fyau wait unt i's ectully 
«coming into ploy, yau're toa late 


Q% Con [cost Dork tol, Sans af the | 
Damned, aths ond ether spol and reflect 
them ‘ith © Reflecting Mina fo aher people 
to ge mong bun? Fuemore, cant | 
sumiman pels? 
es 
‘A ond ao. Releting Mir may 
nly ge spel tht rel yu to sp 
oes Say “target player,” con't be the 
‘orga of efeing ior, 
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Q Whot ifthe ward "Swamp" on Drought 
were Mogi Hacked t ead ony other lad 
aur apnea plying? 

Erk Rogue, Baers WY 


‘Ax Then your oppanent cont use any 
sgobscr efecto lt man Hw sad 


{Con 0 player spt up 0 Tetovus nt fur 
1/1 creatures, sorfice the three taken 
cceatues to 0 Follen Angel, Unsummon 
Tetrovws ond then ploy Tet agoin next round 
for mare sie? 








Arc Suni, 
Bur 
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(© ost sxe my Tronsmront Yo make 
‘my opponents Frazen Shade on artifect 
ccf. When she ist pump it up, con 1 
‘corto wih uso Brown Dupe? 


—Rod Jones, Borsta, CA 

‘Aes Bat if she hs extra mao, she 
‘Hey, neal ~ 
thedadestove 
canbe batho 
Yh nd 03/6 







ont pum it ogi. 


@ fo Joe State is Anno Aifacte, con 
you fl spend the mona fa make 3/6? 


—Sky and att Roy, Kokobka Fels, Onaria 
Bikes. 








@% If tock my opranet wih bath my | 


Tombie Master ond im-Di's Cort and he 
blacks and kills both of them con Ishi 
regener Ui Dts Chart? 

eo onde, Dei, 

‘A es, aang os they bth ging to 
the graveyard athe some time. he creature 
biking te Zoi Maser hd fist stk, 
then the Master wauld die first and you 
caulrt regenerate the Cohort 





2 ff smeane atk with Ju 
Bersorks mond Forks con I sil Swords ta 
Prowshores even if ve oready deed I 
Toke the damage ond tke no domogeinsead? 


ond 


1. Lam, vn Highs, Ch 


A: Yos. By saying “I'll toke the 
damage,” you jumped ohead o couple af 
steps—you skipped fost feds ond damoye 
prevenbon Your opment mode yu beck up 
ta he fst feos stp ta st Besar. Sategy 
fp Cost Sods to owas espa fo 
Berserk. They'll resolve last to first, so your 
‘opponent wil anly goin « lle life ond both 
‘Berserks will fizzle 





Q Lone’ Ege sys 1 con discard aca ot 
any time ths on ner? f someone loys 
Storm Seeker on me con | discord my ene 
tnd ond tke na domoge? 
—Sean Von, auc, 

‘Ais oredr fs le, ot an 
intern 30 can do itn respons fo 
Sauna lade done 








@.y opponent jst cst Hymn of Reith on 
Eritlgnny Sead pla fakin 
onthe Higa webb get is? 
—Iokm Harvey Gone, teasing, AL 

‘A The ta Hymns resale in st fit 
ard. You ge! the igs ond your aponent’s 
Hymn fils becouse rg gone. 








Piemapuerne 
on Endl os at Indyesttiog@aak.com or 


‘STUMPERS > In@Quest 
151 Wills Ave, Congers, NY 10920. 
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secrets about 
winning tournaments, building decks and 
designing Magic. 


You’re a die-hard Magic: The 
Gathering player and 
you've fallen on tough times. 


You've just been torched by your appa- 
nent for the fifth time in o row. You can’t 
seem to get ony of your combos ta work, 
‘ond no motter how mony times you reod 
The Pocket Ployer’s Guide, nothing seems 
to help. Your friends cackle when they osk 
you for 0 gome becouse they know you're 
on easy mork. 

Wouldn't it be great if yau could pick up 
some tips from the reol wizords of Mogic? 

Alexonder Blumke, the reigning world 
Mogic chomp, could probobly show you 
© thing or two. So could Mork Justice, the 
U.S. champ. With o quick trip to the Wiz- 
ords af the Coost’s moin offices, you could 
tolk to Mark Rosewoter, © designer on the 
‘Mogic teom. Or better yet, grob o few min- 
utes with Richord Gorfield, the Mogic mon 





contacts or disposoble income to orrange 
these visits in Genevo, Solt Loke City and 
Seattle, we've got the next-best thing. 
Blumke, Justice, Rosewoter ond Gorfield oll 
ogreed fo tell us obout how they ploy the 
game they oll love—moybe olmost os much 
95 you do. 







































BLUMKE, THE 1995 MAGIC WORLD 
champion, Was born in Hamburg, Gee- 
many, maved to Geneva, Switzerland, 
at the age of 4, and became a Swiss 
citizen at 15. Now 27 years ald, he's 
working toward @ degree in English 
iterature Apart from traditional 
games, he plays a lat of tennis (even 
organizing tournaments at the focal 
club) and enjoys skung. 

How were you introduced to’ Mogie: 
The Gathering? 

A inend o' 

mine named 
Guillaume 
introduced me 
to it while he 





Spells 
RED 


‘was searching | 1 Blood Moon 

forpiyingpan- | 4 Chain Lightrings 

ners in the late | 4 Lightning Bots 

springof 1994 | 1 Shatter 

How did you | 1 Wheel of Fortune 

become the | BLUE 

Magic world | 1 Ancestral Recall 

champion? | 1 Copy Artfact 
wor fourth | 1 TmetwAster 

place in the | 1 Time Walk 

Swiss champ | BLACK 


1 The Abyss 
1 Demanic Tutor 


onship. (Host 
my first match 





there.) In the | 1 Mind Twist 
world champt- 
onship, | needed a 3-0 win in my last 





‘qualifying match to make (t to the 
playofts, | succeeded because my 
opponent's deck was the perfect 
match for mine. He had lots of big 
creatures, so my Hymn to 
Tourach/Dance of the Dead combo 
worked perfectly 
Whot's being the chompion fiket 
‘As world champion, | get invited 
to certain events fram time to time 
Also, | have to answer to interview 












requests, mostly from Switzerland, 
Germany, the USA I sametimes get 
phone calls from people I've never 
met—kids, most often—asking me to 
see them or to give them advice 

What about Mogicappeols to yaut 

The seemingly infinite possibilities 
of playing and putting cards together 
This has a way of triggering the imag- 
ination, which Like. Playing with over 
a thousand litle works of art appeals 
to me aesthetically toa, 

‘Whot’s your philosophy far playing 
the gomet 

Apart from trying to win, | also like 
being lucky Although I'm not super- 
shtlous in any way, | eao’t help think 
ing of a roleplaying universe in which 
luck Isa characteristic just like Intell 
gence ar strength. Not that | would 
be proud of it, or—even worse— 
believe it, | just like it, 

How da you opproach tournament- 
level deck building? 

Fist, | uy to spoil other people's 
play. That sounds unfair, but that’s 
how one wins tournament games. | 
use hand- or land- oF spell-destruc- 
tion techniques, or | try to prevent 
them from playing anything Some- 
times | just take what they play. 

















‘Asemployces of Wizards of the Coast, 
Richard Garfield and Mark Rosewater are 
potallowed to partikipatein offi tour 
‘naments. They make decks only for play- 
testing and for fun, hardly inthe ler vein 
However, 1995 Magic World Champion 
‘Alexander Blume al 1995 Magic U.S. 
‘Champion Mark justice were each happy 
to share a kller deck with us, (Turn the 
‘page for justice's deck) 

‘Be warned: These decks can slay 
_your wallet as well as your opponent! 


Alexander Blumke 


This is the deck | played at 
Spiel '95 in Essen, Germany. 
Wizards of the Caast had 
invited me there to play ot their 
oe table... | wanted a 

leck thot could win as mi 
‘games as possible as quickly os 
possible so that | peice” 
against as mor as 

Seo able wih look 


too bad.... 
jrteen fonds plus 

cow 1 Mox Peat! the Librory of Alexan- 
1 Stormbind 1 Max Ruby drio may seem like 
GREEN 11 Max Sapphire too few londs. Not 
1 Regrowth 3 Relic Bamers for this deck, though. 
WHITE 7 Sol Ring Eight of the spells 
1 Balance Urza's Bauble require pa mana, 20 

1 Winter Orb demand one mana, 
Artifacts 1 Zuran Orbs 12 need two mana, 
‘arb Sextars 
1 Bleck Lots Land Baers 
1 lock Ves ‘Badlands eee 
2Hoving ices bey of Aerarcis ae 
1 hoy Tower PRs 
eons sae poe i hs eae) 
IMoctnonkd ——4Volane sands | Moxos and Barbed 
1 Maxie ‘rds Seton your supply 

will be fine, 


Second, I try to have some means 
af getting and playing mare cards 
than my opponent 

Third, | also Ike to have some 
“mass spoiling” cards between the 
deck and the sideboard that work 
against any deck that is not versatile 
‘enough These include Wrath of God, 
Gloom, Energy Hux, Karma, Blood 
Moon or Primal Order, and Land Tax 
(which spoils both hand and land 
destruction). 


There js one rule 
to follow with this deck: As long 
‘93 an apponent is taking dom- 
‘age from a Vise and has blue 
‘mana available, don't cast any- 
thing-—nat even a Max. Apart 
from that, this is a-very easy 
deck fo play. Not much thinking 
is required (olthough this 
depends on the opponent's 
deck}, which makes for quick 
play-especially for me. 


pune 19 9WOl 20 















lUSTICE, THE 1995 MAGICUS. char 
lon, kvesn Sal Lake Cty He owns and 
runs two sports card and comic book 
shops called Sports Cards Ameria He 
completed two yeers of college before 
quitng to start hs own business nearly 
tivee years ago. Now 25, most of his 
fie soccupred wth running fis toes, 
but he stil finds ume to play Magic 
How were you intraduced ta Magic: 
The Gatheringt 

earned oft through the store. Yn 
always looking for things to sell, and 
‘Magic came along We started seling t 
and people started playing it and that’s 
how | picked itup 
Haw did yau become the Magic US. 
champion? 

For the nationals, they took the top 
25 ranked players nthe courts | had 
finished second at the southwest region- 
als, so that’s how | qualified for the 
ational 

1 had a really good tournament at 
the nationals. They had two [separate] 
sanchoned Type | tournaments at the 
nationals, ane | won both ofthese. Then 
{went on to win the national le as well 
that weekend 
‘Whot'sbeing the champian like? 

Ithasnt change my fe. | don take 
itthat serously,butits nce tobe known 
asa good player. 

What about Magic appeals to yau 

“The game's strateqc format. Whereas 
in aboard game, the players each start 
fn an equal playing field, 1 go into a 
came of Magic with my ovwn ideas on 
‘my deck Ihave my own thoughts, my 
‘vn work, my or process to stat out 
with Ike that mental challenge 

really ejay designing decks. | enjoy 
designing and play-testing decks even 
‘moc then playing in tournaments | get 
stressed dung toumaments, so I don't 


Ne 








{get to enjoy the game as much. 
‘What's your philasophy for ploying 
the game? 

ma very defensive phyer. les kind 
‘of contradicton because | played an all- 
red deck at worlds. defensive red deck 
seems to be a contradiction in terms, 
‘but as those who saw it can tell you, it 
‘was just that No matter what coors 1 
‘might be using, my decks usually very 
defensive. 

Haw do you opproach tournament- 
level deck building? 

The decks | bulld, a lot of people 
‘can beat them: If somebody walked off 
the street and said, “Hey, let's play a 
‘game," | won't necessanly win. 

{build a deck to have the best 
chance of beating an open field. You 
don't know what your fist opponent 
wall have—or your Second or your third 

‘to build the most welltounded 
decks that I can. {really feel that every 





BOLT ME NOT DECK 


1 Mox jet 
11 Mox Pearl 


Creatures 
BLUE 

4 Serendib Efreets 
GREEN 

3 Ethnam Djinns 
wwe 

4 Serra Angels 


2Newinyrra’s 
1S01 Ring 
1 Zuran Orb 


Land 





4 Dellections 
Artifacts 1 Disenchant 
1 Black Lotus 


1. Mox Emerald 


‘card, no matter at what point in the 
game it's drawn, needs to be useful 
For instance, pulling @ Rackin an open- 
ing hand doesn’t do much good. | 
don't ike cards lke that because they 
don't do anything by themselves. They 
can’t help you win by themselves. 
They're auxiliary cards. They can be 
useful, but | usually try to stay away 
from them 


1 Mox Sapphire 









This is the Type | deck that | 
wor the two toumaments 
with at the 1995 nationals, 
I'm cautious when playing 
this deck, which is in line 
with my defensive philoso. 
phy. | like to wait for the right 
mament to make my mave 
and be as canny as | can be. 
The official name of the 
deck that I've always used is 
the Bolt Me Nat, The reosan 
far that is because every 
creature is 
unboltable in the 
deck. That is, 
‘one has a 
toughness of at 
ae oe mean- 
ing that t 
can't be illed by 
a Sinai ight 


ning Bolt 
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Spells 2 Adarkar Wastes 
BLUE Visand 

1 Ancestral Recall 1 Library of Atexancia 

1 Braingeyser 1 Maze of th 

2 Counterspels 2Plans 

4 Mana Drains 5 Savannahs 

1 Recall 3 Strip Mines 

1 Time Walk 4 Tropical sands 

vauire 4 Tundras 

1 Balance 

3 Disenchants Sideboard 

4 Swords to Plowshares 2 Crelesof Protechon, Red 
1 Wath of God 2 Control Magies 





3 Dust to Dusts 
3 Wraths of God 



















‘ORIGINALLY FROM PEPPER PIKE, OHIO, 
smell Cleveland suburb, Rosewater stud- 
ted broadcasting and fim at Boston Unt 
versity. Upon graduabon, he moved to 
Las Angeles top wark in tlevison comedy 
His six years n Hollywood included a stint 
‘on the “Roseanne” writing staf, 

Haw were you introduced to Mogic: 
The Gatheringt 

| was working part-time in a game 
store when Mage fst came out hac 
decided that needed to occasonally get 
‘out of my apartment, as freelancing was 
geting a bit lonely and Ihad afew cus- 
tomers conve in and ask about ths game 
that they had heard rumors about 1 
tracked down the rumors and learned 
about the existence of Magic, 

Finally, ata convention, was able to 
actually find cards that I coutd buy. 1 
bought a few packs—later I would kick 
‘myself that | cidrtbuy every Alpha | could 
have gotten my hands on—and quickly 
_got hooked. Los Angeles hasa very lage 
‘Magic comenunity and Iwas able to play 
‘often and against very good competition. 
How did you become involved with 
Wizards of the Coost? 

When Magic first came out, | really 
‘enjoyed the game and was always think- 
tn of ways to expand it. When The Duels 
£1 came out, | decided that itwas miss- 
ing something. There wasn't anything 
Itwhich really tested the playe’s know 
‘edge ofthe game 

So at a convention in Los Angeles, | 
approached Steve Bishop, the former head 
tf the Duelists’ Convocation, and pre- 
sented my xea fora puzzle column Steve 
suggested that write a proposal, which 
the then passed along tothe editor of The 
‘Duelst. She liked the idea, and soon my 
column was beng printed 

[started wnting fr the magazine, and 


—_ — 


‘that quickly took up a good chunk of my 
‘ime. began going to conventions, and 
prety soon ! became acquainted wath a 
good portion of Wizards of the Coast's 
Statt—and mind you that is quite feat! 

‘Once I had male the connections, | 
started getting asked to do other free- 
lance projects. Finally, there was a point 
where Lwas doing projets for seven df 
ferent sections of the company, and it 
became apparent that t wasn everyone's 
best mterest just to hire me. 

What's your title and what are your 
responsiifitiest 

Offaly, tare a game develope in 
research and develooment. My primary 
responsibilty Isto help develop new 
expansions to insure that they are both 
balanced and nterestna, also ama kar 
Son far RED to both the Magic The Gath- 
ering Protesiona Tour and The Dues 
‘What obout Magic appeols to you? 

Te draw of Magic to me is the fact 
‘hat ereates so mary interesting chovens 
for the players. The reason that the puz- 
ales work so wel is based on ths very come 
cept. Atary pointin any game, there are 
always a great number of juicy decisions 
‘to male, Andasa die-hard game player, 
nthing is more excitng than having to 
be constantly stimulated mentally 
‘Whats yourphilosopiy for playingthe 
ome? 

I play Magic or fun, That means that 
have to enjoy playing a deck in order for 
‘me to want to use t This obviously 
excludes me from certain very narrow 
decks, but overall allows me to explore 
teas that others may not think to. The 
ey to deckinnvation fea restsin pay 
ing decks that other people are not. 
Hew do you approach tournament 
level deck building? 

if you are paying to wan, the obvious 
‘goal of tournament play, you have to 
make sure to accompli several things. 
Fist, you need to decide how your deck 
is going to win and dedicate all your 
resources to that end. Ths does nat mean 
that the deckhas tobe narrow, but rather 
that werthing inthe deck works together 
toward a certain focused goal. 

Secend, you need to know your deck 
better than anyane else. Youhaveto play 
‘it.constantly until you know every nuance 
ot ke the back of your hand 

‘Agood deck'sike ary good tool, The 
person using it has to know what 11s 
capable of and whatit snot. two play- 
«8 of equal sl faceoff, the one who has 
a better understanding of tus deck wall 
win almost every time, save the few 
instances of ust bad luck 
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YOU'RE PLAYING WITH RICHARD 
Garfield's toys, but he’s not complain- 
‘ing. In fact, he’s glad. Garfield, who 
invented Magic. The Gathering, joined 
Wot after his brainchild became a hi 
“These days, Garfield spends a lot of hi 
time coming up with new game 
designs and handling interviews. The 
popularity of Magic has changed his 
life forever. 

‘What obout Mogic oppeols to yout 

‘Many things about M.7G appeal to 
‘me, The primary attraction, however, is 
probably the constantly shifting strate 
gic ground, the seemingly endless 
‘opportunity fora player to innovate. 
‘Whot's your philosophy for ploying 
the gome? 

My play philosophy will change 
depeniding on the context of the game 
and my mood. Usually try to do things 
that people don’t expect. | try to win 
using less-rod paths. 

‘usually eave the strategic honing, 
the perfection af an approach to the 
‘game, to others. Being a top-notch 
Magic player takes a lat of discipline 
and patience, more than | am usually 
able to give. 

How de you opprooch tournament- 
level deck building? 

1 don’t construct tournament decks 
very often. I much more often partici- 
pate in drafts oF sealed decks. When | 
do construct decks, | value flexibility, 
bbecause my advantage in the game is 
thinking on my feet and using new sit- 
vations to my advantage | will try to 
Use cards my opponents arent as faril= 
lar with to maximize their opportunities 
to make mistakes, o 


Tia CER: 
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The top 10 C@G@3)InQuest would Hie to see 


by Pat McCallum & Mike BFF 


they all make: e games. Then you start 
Mae ‘about what ‘games would be like, what specific cards would do, 
what combat would be like, the whole nine yards. 
Before you know it, you've dreamed up the coolest CCGs this side of a 
stack of mana, and maybe, just maybe, they look something like this... 














ALIENS VS. PREDATOR 
Ch vr fase ved nbs, pcr a 
Ise conte th Ales ad the Prete bought 
there oar Naw, heh aoe ds 
porte tse 

The anes aero 
SIDES TO PLAY. Kurs Matos ad ries 
HOW TO WIN: Aes ss overan eveything and 
Ihethumbe of th horde ply Prana coleet 
{et quiero "woh Kis rm he eg specie 
Marner use e tang eces tra ths 
cesta play to cee aura uso vpe oy 
thing het 
SPECIAL CARDS: Ans Ac lod era Face He 


PREI 

















gers, Queen Aen, Predators: invsbilty Sereen, Spectrum 
Vision, oomerang Disk, Battle Stat, Sel-destruct Trigger 

‘Mannes Assault Weapons, Thermal Grenades, Rocket Launch 

a, Laser-sghting Tanks, Computer Link ups. 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: The three species start at 
different locatons at an abandoned miary base An entire 
‘game can be played ata single base or continued over 3 
longer period af time at several éifferent locations In the 
longer format, the first species to reach their objective gains 
the victory points and a new location is put mt play with 
alhnes obstacles 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: The race of elephant-tke 
allens we saw a skeleton of in the fst movie, modied battle 
sus that Ripley wore in “Alien,” mutated "monster* Aliens, 
‘good Predators wiling to help the mares 
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i the future, mankind wil colonize Miss, bringing humankind 
to its destiny in space. There, science will create one of 
mankind's greatest achievements—the matter-ransporter— 
enabling mstantaneous travel..and inadvertent shattenng 
the burners between our reality and the dark realm of Hel, 
reo the soulless creates of the Netherworld. And the only 
tng that stands between the unleash: demons and the 
enslavement of the human race. s you 

SIDES TO PLAY: The mannes and ther n0-good dervons 
HOW TO WIN: Manes have to reach the maller-ransporter 
the demons originated fom, secure t for three tumsand send 
{nuke thraugh te teas: the demons at thir source Demons 
find the matter-ransporer that leds t earth, hold It for two 
tums and send themselves through, toastng Us at our source 











SPECIAL CARDS: Nannes atte wot, chan sins, BG 
3000 plasra cannon, The demons can place trap cards under 
es to toast manneso¢ sare Manes tthe pont of msi 
turnng them an exch ater 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: Players take tur ying cares 
ut Font of tem forming a playarea of comdors, rooms 
and courtyards. Each side starts with a small number of 
‘éemondmen, an each tun a “powe cha” counters put on 
‘adh respective gateway, the more chps on a gateway, the 
lage the renvorcement that an come throug 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: Marines can acess computer 
networks to see what coponentshaven ther hands, ntvoduce 
computer viruses to gateways to il whatever ges "beamed” 
through, demons can anemate dead mannesto bate ther ex 
cerned, cn bang cesta Gemonsttvough the gtoway ae 
dln unl they engage in combat. 








The machines evolved'on August 29, 1997. Accelerating beyond the widest human imagi 


ton, Cybereyne Systerns art 


feral intel gence, codenamed Skynet, advanced to 2 consciousness alls own and started a war with hummantty that would 


last decaes 
“The years now 2029, john Connor and his Harman 
Resistance Movement batle Skynet and its robotic 
rminators on aed of Bones and stel The price fr fal 
ure human extinction. 
SIDES TO PLAY: The Human Resistance or 
The Machines 
HOW TO WIN: The humans must infitrate and deseoy 
Skynet. The machines mus travel backin time to assassi- 
nate Sarah Cannor, the ane woman fnked to Skynet’s 
potential destruction. 
SPECIAL CARDS: Time travel allows a variety of 
weapons, from Sm Uris to phase-plasma rls, Term 
nator machines chide liqusd metal T-1000s and human: 
Iminckng, endoskeleron-enhanced Model 101s 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: In a battle through 
‘ume, the humans must break nto Skynet’ forressn the 


aresent wile defending Sarah Connor rn the past. The 
machines send a specalzed terminator to the past to 
hunt down Sarah Connor while engaging the humans in 
the present 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: Pay Sarah or John Con: 
sno, Kyle Reese, "Arnold," Myles Dyson, Cyberdyne Sys 
tems, Liqud Nitrogen Tanker and Hydraulic Press cards 
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UNIVERSAL MONSTERS 


Imagine a world where Dracus, Wolf Man, Frankenstein and al the 
creatures of darkness and mystery are ral, and each has own 
dlesgnsor mankind But ist theyhavetoebmanate te cor pet. 
SIDES TO PLAY: Undead (Dracula, the Mummy, et), Nature 
(Weifman, Creature rom the Black Lagoon et), Scene (ranken- 
stein cla, theinvsbe Man, et) and tne Aliens ("Tis land Each,” 
“tt Came from Outer Space,” etc) 

HOW TO WIN: Simple just expose your opponent’ existence 
to the rest ofthe world while makng sure you keep yous a secret 


ELRIC OF MELNIBONE 


Wielding the dreaded soulstealer Stormbringer, hic, the deposed 
allano kang of Metnboné, wanders the lands af the Young Kingdoms 
seeking adventure and salvation for his soul Batting demons, mad 
sorcerers and his ev cousn Yrkoon (armed with Stormbenger’s soul 
suclng twin, Moumblace,Elnc event fds herself in the heart 
ofthe confict between Order and Chaos A confi, utimatey, only 
he can decide 

SIDES TO PLAY: The forces of Law, Chaos or Neutalty, 
HOW TO WIN: Sway the tides of the universe to your align- 
‘ment as you surinon gods, elemental lords, animal detiesand Mel 
ribonans to your cause. 

SPECIAL CARDS: Stornbonger, Mousrbiade, the legendary fing 
‘of Kings, the Ship Which Sais Over Land and Sea, the Ruby Throne, 
the Vanishing Tower, Asfoch and Xiorbarg, Moonglary and Yrkoon 


CONAN 


"Know, © Prince, that between the years when the oceans drank 
‘Allants and the gleaming cies, and the years of thense of the sons 
‘of Aras, there was an age undreamed of, when shining Kingdoms 
lay spread across the wotd ke blue martes beneath the siars..Haher 
‘came Conan the Cimmerian, black-haired, suller-eyed, sword in 
hand a Une, a reaver, slayer, with gigantic melancholles and gigas 

licearth, to tread the jeweled thrones ofthe Earth under his sanded 
feet" —The Nemedan Chrancles 

SIDES TO PLAY: You play a party of adventures and the cea 
tures your opponents wal encounter 

HOW TO WIN: Be the fst player to complete the quest put 
before them 


JURASSIC PARK 


Scientists resurect prehistoric repils from the past by resrewng 
‘dinosaur biood trapped n amber and through the power of genetic 
engineering, To showcase the dinosaurs, a super arrusement park s 
button a remote South American sland I's marvel of modern day 
soence .untl something goes wrong, 

SIDES TO PLAY: Good scientists, 

levi scientsts,camwvores or hertavores 

HOW To WIN: Your goal to vape 

ut the resto the sland, It's sural of 

the fitiest—the last umn or creature 

standing wins. 

SPECIAL CARDS: Thehumanshave 

atechrologeal arena at thet spas 

computers, al-terran vaucls, elect 

cal fences, heavy artillery, stun rods, 

troops and weaponry, The dinosaurs 

have teeth, claws and an appetite 


Dilophosaurus 


SPECIAL CARDS: Woosin stakes, sver bullets, garc and crosses 
prove just a efectve as laser nfs, spaceships and andloxd drones. 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT; Jast sneak into your opponent's 
‘cty and plant evidence inthe form ofa gfisly murder, leaked gov- 
‘ermiment records or just leave the body of one of his defeated crea- 
‘uses tobe elscovered and make good your escape whe he’s revealed 
tothe word. 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: Iwo players are playing the same 
type of creature, combat shits to a more ferocious all-out attack 
‘here keeping things secret takes a backseat to taking out your 
fival Then try and pin the mess on some ather guy. 


RULES OF ENGAGE 
depending on whether 
Chaos or Law commands the 
word Choos soar, dip 
macy orbatte to contol the 
Young Kingdoms 

OTHER COOL FEA- 
TURES: Pay ie most pow 
erful cards in the game, 
Gods, or their morta se 
vants Certan places grant 
cces to the opporturies 
of dimensional travel Use 
sour Etemal Championnat 
his ferent micrations. 


SPECIAL CARDS: Conan, Red Sonja, Tulsa Doom—heck, ever 
‘ume- displaced King Kull and Solomon Kare ae along forthe ade 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: Each player starts the gare with 
_2 team of adventures and two decks adraw deck and a quest deck, 
“The draw deck: where you draw your equipment, creatures and 
spells rom The quest deck what you put your opponent through, 
On his turn you flip over the top card revealing where he s, and 
subsequent turns see you fippig over acdtvonal cards, moving him 
‘through afferent tern, caverns, caves and tempies in an attempt 
to reach whatever the inal card, the culmination of the quest, 
OTHER COOL FEATURES: Siow down your opponent by fog 
ging him in, crush tum with monsters or ertomb fr with aca 

‘in. Get ahead by taming wild horses to quicken your pace, gal 
‘valuable information at inns and Fire mercenaries toon your cause, 


RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: The scientists start off with 
an established strategic position, knowing where all the 
dinosaurs are located; as the game progresses, the dinosaurs 
‘can break free and surpnse their captors, There's also 2 45- 
minute time limit—aside from the “last man standing wins” 
tule, if dinosaur pack gets off the island, they win; if a sci- 
entist group manages to get the 
amusement park operational, 
they win 
OTHER COOL FEATURES: 
Dilophosauruses ("Spitters") can 
pick off creatures outside their 
pen, Scientists can manipulate the 
defensive perimeter and track all 
creature movement—unless the 
power shuts down, The T-rex can 
take an anti-tank missile at 10 
paces and still use a jeep as a 
roller blade. 








BATTLESTAR GALACTICA 


Leading 2 rag-tag fugitive flee: Urough the galaxy, one ofthe last 
remaining Battlestar ships, the Galnctca, protects the remamning 
human refugees from the inhuman evil of the Cylon Empire 

Ther goat the bithplac of hrmanty, the mythical planet known, 
as Earth, 
SIDES TO PLAY: The Colon Feet, the Cylon Empire o the 
Space Prates 
HOW TO WIN: While mapping out uncharted space, be the fist 
to rach Fart and establish an outpost there. 
SPECIAL CARDS: The Battlestar’ Galactica and Pegasus, Cylon 
‘mother ships, modified Colonial Vipers, Cylon Raters and Space 
Pirate ships for special missions, Galactica officers Adama, Starbuck, 
Apolo and that crappy robot dog Mot 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: Battie opponents ship-tostip in 
space dogfights or duke tout baster to bases onthe sucace of plan- 
«15. asyou search for (and prevent your apponent tram finding) pat- 
adse, the planet Earth 
OTHER COOL FEATURES: Rebuild Cyions fight forthe glory 
‘af the Cylon Fmpire or screw with ‘em to fight against. Create 
space anomalies ke black hols, rips n ume and quasars. 


GODZILLA 


‘Masive, mutated creatures spawned by mankind's nuclear testing 

have nsen from the four comers ofthe Earth. With Earth's gover- 

ments blaming one anather forthe creation ofthe monstrosities, 
mankind stands 
divided against 
ature gone awry 
and the invasion of 
evil trme-traveling 
geneticists from 
Earth's future 
SIDES TO PLAY: 
‘Counts (tre Ame 
reas, Europe, Asia), 
the monsters or the 
time travelers 
HOW To WIN: 
Countries ane time 
travelers when they 
havea beachiead at 














AMBER 


Abe, eon ue werd wich ots wea alco ols 
thePater—therinkal sac a pes ond este ese 
Urner yachts on Bad ar 
cf ariae, vechaous ic benthd Fon, gmat nde the 
cours dary sey caenge one othr rth sone 
fate dares he Ayes ewan ing 

SIDES TO PLAY: tach payer representa erent member of 
the yl aly of Abe 

HOW TO WIN: Cont the tone by undermining yours 
Ings plans. 

SPECIAL CARDS: Pay vy oe Amber, la Xgdom 
in Alon or ourey tothe edge ofthe Abyss. A reaty at 
your dspoua the great castle Amber, he Infite numberof 
Shadow tives, Shae Sites amit the Cours of Chaos, ary 
thing you can eear of 





‘every opponent's headquarters at the beginning of atu. Mon 
stess. when all opponent’ srongholds have been destroyed 
SPECIAL CARDS: Countries have laser-cannons, experimental 
combat jts and giant robots ike Mecha Godzila and Robot Kong 
‘Monsters have eggs (that quickly grow to new monsters!) and cards 
that force humans to view them as gods and worship thers, turn 
Ing against therr comrades Time travelers have neat spaceships, 
long-range strang weapons and therr very owm genetically engs- 
neered monsters z 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: The battles take placein every 
‘aj city on Earth asthe governments must try and rep mvaders 
protecting the cites that supply al! ther resources. Time travel- 
fers want to take control ofthe cities to replenish their firite fuel 
supplies and the monsters just want to outdo each other in prop 
‘erty damage. 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: Countries can infitrate the 
‘ume travelers and learn future technology; time travelers can 
‘make special plays for additional turns and the monsters can 
‘cause natural disasters, w)ping aut everything n an area (include 
Ing themselves). 





RULES OF ENGAGEMENT: Using the power ofthe Pattem or 
the mildly chaotic magi ofthe Logrus, cal ales to your se, send 
agents to la your enemies ac try to unravel the hidden agendas of 
the other Ambentes Through your personal Trump cards, contact 
any of your siblings and pull them aside for private dscussons. At 
any tme during the game, do the unthinkable—walk the Pattern 
and redefine your game stats, 

OTHER COOL FEATURES: World creation. confrontations 
take place within Shadow, on any world that you can imagine 
Blank cards pravided to design your own personal Trump cards to 
speak to other prospective alles away om the prying ears ofthe 
other players. 




















A Screamin’ Contest! 


Everyone knows that TSR is the be-all 
and end-all when it comes to roleplaying _ 
games, Heck, the company’s so 
big that sometimes we forget 
that in addition to all those 
amazing games it produces, 

it also leads the league } 
in great licensed \ mY 
merchandise. a 
So, in order to 
make sure you 
never forget that 
little fact, we're= 
going to give 
away one ( 
whopper of a... } \ 















- 
Fill this sucker out, put it in on envelope and send it to: 


} 


Diodine eJO® 28, 1996 


_SEREARI wiles 
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‘ry thos 


st ode or Ms are the “apt” vaya fact afonados 
[yess mectertovetnsren se momar ge 
ply to alr, grcandnencrenchngacon ete than tele} cl 
ota ct igh on en howe one peso aoe tt orc feing fee eth 
erwordly presence. 
neo honed setng continues to el we, hone: the vn of 
{920s pulpit author. Lowa ese ryt embeded 
theca on lepine for Chars. Row Chase 
cn hare Kar has alte tat tos nto alec card ge: 
To Kens red the et flomst ds ber to lovecat ting 
Coles Cs ae vt ay emetic msg ets ich 
‘Cucina Har bod gare and Pagan ngs Cte, 
& Cots toatl gare Bohol es we humus na mane way. Tre 
techn tn parade of montero theses ethane the 
second had Mack wacko 
The thor Caer hd C6, pone much ert nga et 
tng Talat ay tot te gure vy tees hath sth 
finasthes xr garesaesampty ply nists orga 
Lximecrinie tt pt Mythos bo eto aa lt ca 


Scien ettccewnatit 
x } each tum, one player performs one action, usually playing a Single card from hand 





totabie Inthis manner, aninvesigator the players person, represented by 3 
oublestze car chosen the game's besnmng travels for kxcaton to 
location in an unfolding soy, gathering aes, aac, spl an tomes and 
"inadvertently" bringing mansters into play. 
Players may pas rather (nan pit an action. (They may 
have to, #therhand empty, for mstance) to passes occ 
during one est ofthe tbl, the tum ende ane! » mavave 
combat begs, wi all monsters on the able doing bate 
c among temseves The unvors hen go.0n to attack the ves 
lyiliuse fg tigators. Alles may defend thelr investigator rend, and usually de as, 
iieleb a reat. Damage to an investigator taken asa reduction in sanity 
Poblsher: Chasm ‘Once combat over, players reresh tet Mans fo 13 cards an 
Sone begin tun pay again The game enc when any imvestgator’ sanity crope to ztra 
esisue Grit Kiem or (in the basic game) when one investigator has successfully played a story card 
Genre: Horror ‘of (in the campaign game) when one investigator has played 25 points’ worth of 
Set Size: 401 cords story cards. (To play a stary card legally, a player must have already brought into 
Release: April 1996 play all the card types listed on it.) Players then total their victory points from com- 
















Packaging: 60rd strtar decks wih o | Pte stones and acd her nvestigator’s current sanity. The high total wns the gare. 
fe wile Nea tneana ee Strangely enough, this turn sequence, while extremely simple, feels appropr- 
ble sine investigator ately acane during play. The details of hand sze (13 card), of travel betwee oca- 

13rd booster pocks tions (tten by walling) and of te card themselves all combine to convey the 


Suggested Retail: $8.95 per sre ‘otherworldly horror that isthe Cthulhu mythos. 
$2.95 per booster Unfortunatly for this review, cannot adequately comment upon the artwork, hay 
ing payed mockup decks with kmited graphs. The dozen preces of color artwork that 
{have seen thus fac range from adequate to strong, nat stunning; the graphic layout 





[ereatawn] 
SET eC wine tard fescrphan 


a aaa B.Cara Name: inthis case, ors i'saeation Afr yon pot han he 
fing Co, hog vho tht oso do Mach rls? We do' thinks. 
vith kl frogs beyond s Region: Aburc oflctorsinthe 

B. Attributes: poricvlr uaty same orea moke vp a region inthis 

‘oho cord thot cffects haw ather cords con case, lnnsmauth 

be ployed. Frise, sno thssalcr ¥F. Pubric Attributes: What 

fife on be ployed hrs indo place hs isthe hue dros for 
Gate Symbol: The gle snd wer od the rol hase for oomeiny. 

indcoos monsters con be ployed ot G, Cara Effect Bxplana- 
sac tion: A fonty way of saying 

D.Cara Ty pe: Yop yoiguselit, “card descipion” 


















of the card aes the art without overwhelming it 

Payers wil certainly be happy to learn thatthe game 
design has breadth andl depth. The mechanics are decep- 
tively ple (one eading ofthe rules suficiert to fe! con 
fident to pay, th a second reading after the frst game 
helping to clear up any questons), but the possible state- 
shes ace many 

‘And despite the fact that each player is essentially build 
Ing a star alone, interaction among decks is such that each 
play ofthe same dec should be oute different. Designing 
a dec, then, 1 Sorrething lke planing a novel, wth your 
choice of chatacters and events ta show up alang the way. 
Paying that decks ike actually wnting the novel, wth al the sense of ciscovery that invalves 

“rere are few negative things to be said about this product Certainly, as with most CCCs, 
there wl be some confusion about the effects of certain cards a rules. (For example, | wasnt 
sure fr a wile whether Direct Sunlight refered to aspect ard or was past 
the effect of Day cards in general, and the pay-test cards have afew con- | 
fusing typos that | hope were cleared up before actual printing ) But these [tne good 








are minor problems, much simpler than those in the Arkham Horror board 
game, easly resolved by house rules ond certain to be cleared up quickly by | | wy herr bho es sn 
sony coheedbyhoge conden te cee uch | (eee eb 
aswell hardly worth mentioning. The point here is that |have to stretch to | | Gane ly aa nod bsutoe fs g | 
find anything to complain about. But at least you know | toed your dks of Ohdhu mo vei, deals ha | 
In terms of design, then, the game is excellent. | [Gary 
In this markt, ai too many products | | mens fh ass fal th on 8 

are rushed to print, relying. | “aera ent ming fis anos is 

spon a popular license to sell Foray fe larga teks oie 
a game with poor or mediocre | [ial nd hh dnd 

smechanies, or designed with 

ttle regard for what an aud [te ad] 
ence expects of a particular | 

gente, Krank and Chaosiury are | | St Thee sink ncomplan ciao hip, 
tobe applauded for ther efforts tog he lashed cans wih ot remain assent 


diner ascnsommee | [te way] 

ixGatsn te: | 
Seedy | eae ae 
cartortiene sunt | Si aaa 


uy), | cannot but give the game : 
the highest marks —Lester Smith os aie 
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g payfair Games’ Fantasy Adventures isa Frankenstein's monster of a game, a 

[fie ystems tompuse ode ene g 

Bago siscarcied, 

“The premise of Fantasy Adventures wil be familar to anyone who went on one 

‘of the "dungeon crawls" for which early roleplaying games tke Dungeons & Drag- 

cons were famous. In those garnes, the players would assemble a party of intrepc 

Warriors, thieves and spellcasters and send them forth into a dungeon to gather 

treasure and gain “experience points.” These rewards would only come alter dis- 

arming traps and killing monsters placed there by another player, who acted as 

the “dungeon master.” 

In Fantasy Adventures, each player assumes the role ofthe “monster 

J) player” during his tur, setting up obstacles forthe other players’ herbes 

to navigate. If they succeed in overcoming them, the heroes are allawed 

JF toplace weapons armor and magical items on ther characters ~each with 

| a gota piece” value. The player whose party has the most valuable hoard 
J ac the end of the game isthe winner. 

FA borrows much of its mecharies trom roleplaying games. The primary 

J actions of the game—combat,trap-finding and the like—are resolved by 

| comparing the roll of asixsded dle toa fixed value It also adopts such D&D 








terminology as "wandenng monster encounters” and “saves.” 
‘As the monster player, you draw the creatures and traps that make up each 
| cunsobstades rom ashutied ercourter deck. Aste hero player, you daw thet 
J ero, weapons ane! sels frm this same deck. Most cards ate marked by ol- 
J orsincieating an element Red represents re; Le, water, green, earthy and wine, 
Fair. Many red spels intict damage, bie spells often manpulate te, and soon, 
“The heroes theslves are can froma separate deck, the hero deck Fach chat- 
| acter has a melee value to represent his general combat effectiveness, Some chara 
| tershave wo melee values separated by a sas these can suppor‘ other heroes while 
Sighting, Some have the aby to rd taps easy oF as pals ofthe appropnate clr. 
] | Al players bexin the garnewith eight heroes in play, selected fom a rendorniy 
GaSe | sowntandot 10 These ae pes nw onsaeur The even he Foran 
| | 
| 


} Genre: Foniasy 


bear the brunt ofthe assaults ony ing creatures may attack those nthe back ows. 

Characters with a support value can ony aid the heroes to ther left o right. Pac 

1 Sot ie 450 ds ing heroes ts the aspect ofthe game that involves the most strategy, since its 
{ entirely under the player's contol 

Release: lawary 1996 ", Each tum, the monster player creates the encounter stack or stacks for the other 

) Packaging: torte sets af 100 fixed cards; | players Unfortunatly, due to the Fated scope of the game, all the encounters tend 

bonstr packs of 15 cords tobe the same 

| Suggested Retail $15 por stra st, 1, Find the Tea. there is one, the monster player must tll the hero player 

imadvance, Heroes wth the tro abilty can defuse the trap on ara of four or les, 

$2.35 per bosier pork all others must roll a one oF a two. Failure to do so means the trap may snatch an 


) ee ee eee 





Se AS 

















[ovr 





me, lrg irleon. 


SY eVEN MINES tall Sleses apni, 
‘A. Name: honored decals 


Alavor ext oo ity ick he card con do 
Ths ero can cot rab onc per tur, 








B. Melee Vatue: Thenumberin _ deeotngo maser oo rl of on. 
thole-hond comer showstheher'sskil 2, GIP Watwe: he re 
incor Rall hs yolue ors onwst- of mcr gold pics,” the systems 


ve worth 





chosen power yrds Your hero dak 


€.Spell-Casting Ability: roy not contain more thon 8,000 GP's 


copala of csing spl i'd hh G. ETement: Thal shopoles sig 
means ha the ho con costed plot gle ex foto GP Yaueis mean rep: 
fulefot He conosco pls oar reset lame ond shows thot he ear 
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D. Art: Prelty pictures, mostly old the lament alone ofa cords impor. 
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tern or defeat a character (Fantasy Adventures uses “defeated” instead of "dead. ") 
2. Check for Surprise. The monster player rolls a si-sided dle and can choase 
any monster inthe stack to attack a hero in single combat before the rest of the 
party can aid hint 
3. Fight the Beasties. The encounter stack is mostly creatures, but their pove 
\sstrictly muted. During the frst game turn, the total melee value of the monsters 
In the stack can’t exceed nine. This sto give the heroes, who haven't yet loaded 
themselves with magical doodads, a fighting chance. The total rises each game 
tum, toa maximum of 18, Ranged attacks (Ike bows) take effect frst, then hand. 
toshand attacks, then spells and creature abilities. Combat continues until one 
side s completely defeated, 
lf at any point during the encounter one of the heroes bites the d.,.1 mean, is 
defeated, the hero player may choose to retreat. This ends the encounter pre- 
maturely, and the rest of the cards in the stack are discarded. As a penalty for 
such abject cowardice, the retreating party must choose an item to be discarded 
from play. If the party has no items, one ofthe heroes must be discarded instead 
"Sorry, Bob, but you're slowing the party down.” 
the hero player defeats all the obstacles in the stack without fleeing in abject 
tro first, he can assign any of the items in his hand to any of his heroes in play 
I he does retreat, only one ttern 
in his hand can be placed. The 
next encounter stack js then 
resolved there is none, the man- 
le of monster player passes to the 
next person. 
‘At present, this cycle of kill and 


















itor oo wil be explained in he spe 


E. Special Abilities: hor col abilities box. 


[te aoou] 
“a meter haw bod ts, its sil wet Super Dac! 


[tne naul] 


“Youle eye play lono 

he es 5 eyed a fe dns 

hres ole nt seer dk da ge 
yo ny ses unig ond fol, theyre 
ef gern, excep fare ls, Tears foe 
sone [dbl wt ese —are dia ig, cong 
no tour deck ci 


[me uot] 

-* The gene comes wth fro ty dice that Fall out 
th fx ed el der arene he st yeu 
‘open the flaps. 

There exe two sets of instruchans There's the rule 
‘book, whch es you whet you need to keow te play the 
gen Then’ eb bk dhs yo san- 
(Gea, jos wi sy care 
sagt nes chorale cone” 
cb Shad ery card gare hes 70 puso pverta 
‘aes materiel? 








loot isall there sto the game. After each player has hada tur as the monster 
player, the tum ends. Ater four tums, the game ends Players count up the value 
‘of their cards in play, and whoever has the most “gold pieces” on their cards 
in play s the winner. This imposed time mit makes the games mercifully short 


but aso prevents long-term strategy. 


Fontasy Adventures has another problem In a good game, the players (asin 
Magic) 0: their representatives (the heroes in OverPower) are directly fighting one 
another, and can affect each other. In Fantasy Adventures, the pactes may a8 well 
bbe on different continents, which makes the game fee! lke a series of solitaire 
‘games played side by side This is not why | gather my friends together. 
Fantasy Adventures attempt to combine RPGS and card games, and fals dra 

mabcally. Worse yet, they have already announced plans for expansion ses based 
on the words of such acclaimed fantasy authors as Mercedes Lackey and Robert 
Jordan Seeing the detailed worlds of such imagmatwve authors squeezed into 
sucha lackluster game system makes me want to weep —Jason Schneiderman 
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‘down-to-earth as you can get He iveson the fail farm 

in upstate NY. "My grandiather rased thoroughbreds,” 
he says "Right now | just have the usual cats and dogs and 
ssvall animals When I need a break from panting, its good to 
{get outside and work around the fam.” 

Like the heroes created by his favorite writess—classic 
fantasy authors like Edgar Rice Burroughs and Michael 
“Morcock—Kane-Fergusonisalsoan adventurer Before setting 

own to his art, he spent 
several years traveling around 
the country working various 
obs, “mostly construction.” 

He made his first 
professional sale in 1987, 
when Eternity Comics 
hhought a character called 
Camage from him. On his 
own, the artst has explored 
Celte and American Indian 
‘motifs in his studto art. 

“The weirdest time 1 ever 
fad was when | was dong a 


Rieasat Shei rs comic called Xenya for 


Sanctuary Press. The 
Birth: Pers UES sey, schedule was very fight and 
was working fullout. By the 
‘end of the project I looked 
Just like the Mad Monk 
Featured wn the story” 

“The big break came in 1993, 
when Wizard of the Coast and 
White Woo red him to work 
(on Magic The Gathenng and 
Rage, respectivdy. Since then, 
Kone Ferguson has been afl 
Tre art, having abo worked on Last Unicom’ Heresy CCG. 

"it’s been a completely good experience” says the artist. 
‘The companies encourage creative freedom, and the 
‘people are very professional and exciting to wark with,” 

His most recent commissions include several book 
covers for White Wolf. “It’s a real kick to walk into a 
bookstore and see your work right out there on the shelf.” 

Kane-Ferguson cites “all the usual guys” as artistic, 
influences: the pre-Raphaelites, N.C Wyeth, Arthur 
Rackham, "The older styles have an. archaic quality that 1 
think really lends itself to fantasy art A lot of people talk 
about updating things by using more current styles. But if 
you make things too contemporary, you lose the magic. 
You need to look at older artists’ work. You have to 
‘maintain that enythic quality.” 


F= artist Richard Kane-Fergusan is just about as 














So what's ahead? “I'm finishing up a comic that will 
be out later this year,” Kane-Ferguson notes. "I can't say 
much about it, but | really enjoy the creative control | have 
with Tf, writing as well as illustrating.” In the future, the 
artist plans to continue working on fantasy art, "but 'd also 
Hike to get back into the fine arts | haven't had any time for 
that lately, and | want to keep growing as an artist.” 





Foverite work of your own... 
Ion rely have a vote | try 6 focus onthe curent pice, 
‘and when that’s done, the next prece afer that. want each 
new prec tobe better than the a 

Fovorite work by onother ortist.. 





‘Nexander the Great. Fl iove to walk up to Fim and say, "So, 
‘A, how's that Pesan conquest coring along?” 

Favorite toy os © kid... 

‘Action Jackson: He was about 13 inches tll and ful 
flexible. He could do ust about anything 

Things you collect... 

My family ssn the antique business, so my house 6 
full of period funiture and old weapons. cavalry 
sabers, samurai swords, things ke that 

Foverite postime or hobby... 

Hove to travel. ve been allover the U.S. and 
Mexico and Canada Right now, fm looking forward 
to my frst tnp to Europe this summer. 

Favorite television show... 

I don't get to watch too much TV, but like the 
National Geographic specials. They've abways 
interesting, and they go to some great places. 

Best Helloween costume you ever wore... 
‘Captain Americal | was in fourth grade. My morn 
made the sutt and I made the shies, | looked great! 

Lest geod book you reed. 
faptor, by Gary Jennings. Vike just about anything 
that’s action/adventure. 

Fovorite fentosy cherecter... 

Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Tarzan. | must have read every 
‘one of those books when | was growing up. 
Person who would ploy you in o movie. 
Definitely Joe Piscapo hook ust ke him 
wvorite musicol porformer.. 
ve been listening to Thorius Monk lately. 1 ikea lot 

‘of diferent things, but assical and jazz work best 

when Ym painting, because they're nonverbal 
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nuaer WeCEs 
Revis ited 


The best of InQuesv?’s first-year 
Magic tournament decks 


hey keep changing the rules on us. As soon as we get a Magic Killer Deck all 

primed for the mag, them fickle folks over at the Duelists’ Convocation start 

banning, unbanning and restricting cards. Heck, even whole expansions got elim- 
inated from Type Il tourneys. 

So whatta we do? We dig up the last year’s worth of decks from our monthly “Killer 
Decks” column, redesign ‘em so they're all nice and tournament legal, then pit them 
against one another to separate the men from the boys. 

After weeks of play testing, four stood head and shoulders above the rest, with the 
most powerful from the original line-up proving to be the most powerful still. 








CHANNEL FIREBALL?! 
ANIM GONNA GIVE YOU 


‘The 


Original deck design by Michael Searle [” 


This deck started from the notion 
that lt was imposstble to build a sin- 
‘le-colortourament deck. You cer 
‘amy ean do it, but the deck just 
might be susceptible to lots of 
things. For instance, after ice Age, 
the old "Crusaders" deck would've 
taken a severe lickin’ from Anarchy, 
but since then, t's been retooled 
to include artifacts as a "second 
«olor No longer will you fall prey 
toconstant white hosing, and youtl 
Stil.be able to enjoy running ram- 
(pant with all those weeries.. 


Deck Tips 

= White Can Do Everything 
tf you're going to bulla a single 
colof deck, white’s agood choice, 
its the big kid on the block, 
‘Armageddon provides mega land 
dlesincton. thas great create 
selection (Serra Angel), great crea- 
ture enhancements (Spirit Link) 
and great creature elimination 
(Swords to Plowshares). Not to. 
‘mention Disenchary the best alk: 
purpose spel in the game 

Sounding the Charge, Wes- 
ies always need to sre qulcy, 
and thisdeck’s no exception. 
Savannah Lions are one of the pre 
vier fesetum weeres, with Tan 
tra Wolves and Bass Men astrong 
complement. Fllaw them up 
‘uit wth Pega, White Knights 
and a tougher aract creature. 

= The Crusades. The sooner 
you can get your creature 
enhances out the better. roo a 
few Crustdes—or for that mater, 
‘Angele Vores—and lite ones't 
become grants You'll only need 
wage tres tp become an effec 
tve fighting free you pull more, 
hold therm in ease a nasty Tran- 
culty comes your way and deans 
the board of enchantment. 

* Versatile Defense. Let's ee, 
you've ot Swords to Plowshares 
and Spit Unks or slowing down 
the enemy hard, Stip Mines tor 
tempering your opponent’ fand 
pradution, Reverse Damages to 
tum assaults into boons, and Dis 
enchants to ick off opposing ai 
factsand encroniments And tt’ 





Ac vets som a 








iller Decks,” InQuest #3] 


not even counting Balance. WHITE 

‘Balancing the Scales. The Greatures 
‘great equalzer: Balance Your OPPO 1 Arvo Ki 
ner’sgot beter eresuzesthan 04? Baking Spit 
Block with all of yours, killing them 







































Sthencat anon your tenn a 
srdunc tesktoiapa ue testa 
Toanmtied oar fyoocn 1A 


fea Ref ed yar caries pe 
ch 2Serra Angels 

(ef ext taance, our opp 
nents cards be sucked te tne Taio Whes 
(Gravjord to, OF cause the cas 2Wie is 
sic approach Is to sandbag—wait | Witch Hunter 
Tid your opponent ck cape: 
Soby ied defend yourscaatas peta 
Fritrum expen ax pone ; 
{eytenieywtnjsttotands and I eauefers 
then are puting hetero the 
Lord into his ts atrenie 

Bale ran 3 Discnchons Artifacts 


* Sneaky Creatures. A bunch 


1 ond Tox 1 Bis Hon 
‘of guys have ablliies to keep in 

mind. Amrou Kathkin’s ability to > Reverse Damoges 1 Gockwork Swarm 
slip past creatures greater than one! Sift Link ‘2Dragon Engines 
power becomes a serious hassle $SordstoMowshaas 1 ey Honiatr 
‘once you start dropping down Cru. 2Wraths af God 1 Sede Gl 
sades. The Blinking Spint codges 1 Soevi Simulacrum 


killing blows like a mongoose-coba amds ‘VYofion Soldier 
dance. The Mesa Pegasi and the 17 Pas 

Pikemen have banding which 9p Nimes Sideboard 

comes in handy ancl keep your ies of Preto: lc 
WI guys alive. White 2G of Proton Blok 
Knights have first 2 Ciles of Protection Green 


sinke and protection [7 
from black. The ‘2s of Protection Red 


Witch Hunter can 
‘throw opposing crea- 
tures back into your 
‘opponent's hand. The 
lists pretty excensive, 
= Sideboard. 
‘Against the appropriate 
colors, you'll want to 
swap in the correspond- 
Ing Circles of Protection 
and color hosers. Eneray 
‘Storm makesa particularly 
oad defense aganst cect 
damage and overruns by 
flying marauders, Throw in 
the-extra Land Tax aganst 
fang-destruction or discard decks 
Firaly, the extra Wrath of God 
belpsto provide those retaliatory 
strikes against giant creatures, 
after which you'll be able to 
bounce back fairly a it 
fast-moving weeres 











‘The Rack 


Original deck design by Douglas Goldstein (“Killer Decks” card, InQuest #3] 


‘Originally Tour colors, the restric 
‘ion of dual lands in Type ll tour- 
‘neys shook this deck up quite abit 
‘Out completely was blue, the afore- 
mentioned dual lands, Mind Twist 
and them fancy-schmancy Moxes, 

What it stil does prevent your 
‘opponent from casting spells. By 
ripping the cards from his hands or 
slowing him up by forcing him to 
hold cards or face the Racks, your 
‘opponent wil face an attack from 
three fronts discard. and damage 
inducing creatures, multiple Racks 
and a double cip of Lightning Botts 


Deck Tips 
+> Sell-Serve, The mam gol of 
ths deckisto yank cards outta your 
‘opponents hands. That belng the 
‘se, go forte Hymns to Tourach 
storey opportunity Gata sare 
Aart Dark Ral onthe fst um 
and can't decide beween a Hymn 
or a Specter? Go for the Hymn. 
Heck, even If you take a point of 
mana bum, i's worth k 
* Speaking of Hymns to 
TTourach. Knowing wien to play 
ths card can make it super-effec- 
tive. Got a Dsrupting Scepter or 
Abyssal Speer ou? Have them ral 
your opponent fst, forcing hin to 
ica a card of his chole, 
ously fis leas-desrable card, Then 
Zap“ with the Fyre With ewer 
Cards nfs hand, the odds ust went 
Upthat youl pul ctch cad 
Hey, Nice Racks, Not quiteas 
cheesy 28 the Vie, butte Racks are 
up there (i's much more difett 
to create Rack deck than a Vice 
one. Hel, a monkey and a box at 
boosters could make a Vice deck.) 
Nottoo mach sateay terest put 
as many ofthese guys out and let 
your car-elrinators do ther thing 
* Them White Cards. Not 0 
much wit inthis deck, but the 
four that are, are clutch. The only 
viay you can handle any artfacts ot 
enchantments cast are withthe 
three Deaichants,s0 hol em for 
something valuable Balance, one 
ofthe best crdsin te game, can 
be used any number of diferent 
ways from evening aut an t-o 








control weenie deck that got the 
jump on you toa land-destruction 
fiend who's got you on the ropes. 
In this deck it takes on one more 
use you pull Balance, have some 
Racks out and can empty your 
hhand, go for it, then cast Balance. 
Bam, instant white Mind Twist 

* Ben Franklin’s Legacy. Yup, 
there's a whole mess of direct dacn- 
age lurkang in this deck, but t's pri- 
‘mafly forthe speed-creature decks 
thatare showing up more frequently 
at tourneys these days, Since the 
only creatures you have are mostly 
21210 guys, you'll have trouble wth 
those second-tum Ethnam Djinns 
that are bound to pop up. That's, 
‘where a well placed Bole can nist 
the job. And hey, don't hesitate 10 
ppoint one your apponent’s way if 
he’s sucking wind. Not ternbly 
polite, but effective 

= Can | Interest You in Some 
Florida Real Estate? 99% of the 
time, you're best of by dropping a 
swamp on your fist tum. Ifyou draw 
‘a Hymn to Tourach on your second 
wm, drop a second swamp and. 
BAM, you're ready to cast. Your cea 
tures need two black to be cast, 30 
the sooner you have ‘em, the sooner 
you'll ave your creature, Unless you 
have to, avoid using the Sulfurous 
‘Springs for colored mana or the City 
of Brass; they're great, but they bite 

+ Sideboard (or How to Make 
This Deck More Annoying), Stand 
tall against other discard decks or 
landl-destruction decks with Land 
“Tax, take direct damage on sorme- 
body else's chin with Simu- 
lacrum, step 
‘over COPs with 
Ghostly Flame, 
put your foot in a 
permission dect’s 
ass with Pyroblast 
and Curse of Mant 
Lage, and while 
Gloom may give 
you a minor head- 
ache due to your 
handful of white 
cards, il make a pr- 
‘marily white deck cry 
hea litle gir, 
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a 
BLACK 
Creatures 

4 Abysl Specs 

4 HypotcSpctes 
‘Hindle Tos 


Spells 
4 Dak tuo, 
4g to Tour 
1 ind Warp 


RED 
Spells 


‘4 ighining Bas 
4 Icinsrotes 


Artifacts 
Ads 

2 Ding Soto 
1 Gased Rok 
Voran Ob 


Sideboard 
2nd Taxes 

1 Ghostly ames 
3Sinforus 
APyabass 

1 senchant 
2.hoans 

2 Caso lst age 
































Original deck design by Michael Seurle [Killer Decks,” InQuest #1] 


‘TTobeat the Moxes" was the whale 
reason Bayou Lightning was built 
Inthefist place Speed, speed and 
‘more speed, as the deck provided 
Jots of quick mana from creatures, 
artifact sources and Dark Rituals 

Bayou Lightning's gone through 
significant changes—Birds of Par- 
adlse replaced the orginal concept 
cards forthe deck, the fives of Deep 
Shadow; high-powered cards ike 
Berserk and Juzam Djinn were 
removed—but the basic gist of 
using mana from every direction 
tobnng out big creatures, tll takes 
any tournament deck to task. 


Deck Tips 

* Creature Mana. The deck’s 
basi framework is one-casting- 
cost green creatures that cn gen 
erate black and green mana. 
Virtually every tum, you're puting 
‘ta land and some other source 
‘of mana, whether tbe a Lanowar 
or aFellwa Stone, which adds up 
toalotimashort amount time. 

* Fast and Furious, Put the 
pressure on as early as possble 
Yaur hes bt sto strike hard and 
fast wth your creatures. On aver- 
age, by the third turn you'l see 
cone ofyour big bac boys t's even 
possible to summon first-turn 
hightmares be the Senarr Vam- 
pie or the Deretor if you pull a 
Samp anda par of Dark Rul 

* The LV Guys, Just ‘cause 
tey/reI/Is doesn'tmean they're 
‘worthless. f you've got enough 
‘mana going, attack in force, 
adding your weenies to the war 
‘ary. inevitably, your appoven th 
be forced to block your big guns 
‘and let your weeres ip though, 
\Whan That's when you hammer 
him with a well placed Giant 
‘Growth or a hefty Fanatcal Fever 
and dive another nal nhs coin 

* The AlLPurpose Card, Desert 
Twister Sure costs an arm and 
ale, butt can destroy any card 
‘on the board, Save for particular 
rnwisances ke an Icy Manipulator, 
a Maze of fh ofa Royal Assasin 
Remember, too, your only nt 
tal defense agunst enchantment. 











* Land Destruction, Though 


land destruction, Bayou Lightning 
Isquick and needs only a snl For 
‘est tobe op ts way, Your 10 mana 
eatures, four Dark Rituals and two 
artifact sources should be enough 
to operate for shor pends of ime 
without land, Heck, you might win 
a game or two even with an open- 
ing Mulligan (though we recom 
mend drawing a new hand). 

* Direct Damage. The best 
way to deal with Lava Bursts and 
Frreballssto put the heat on your- 
sell Send youreretures in fast and 
furious and wateh the fireworks 
train on your minions jnstead of 
you. Have pabence—eventual fis 
damage wl un aut and creatures 
will start slipping through. Ina 
pinch, Hold that Simulacrum for 
massive bow and channel tof to 
cone of your Wl citers, 

* Creature Bimination. For the 
‘most part, you wort have toworry 
about your opponents creatures — 
yours should be bigger anyway 1 
‘you do, a timely Glant Growth 
Should sway the numbers in your 
favor. Hurmcanes work wonders on 
clearing out the aggravating ty- 
ces ust don't forget about your 
mana bras. 

* Sideboard, Firs, the color 
hosers. Use Deatharip 
and Lieforceto 
prevent black 
and green play- 
ers fram casting 
important cards 
Gloom will shut 
clown white, while 
“Tsunamis i played 
carefully, will wipe 
out a blue player's 
islands. f you'e have 
ing trouble against 
artifacts, swap in 
some Crumbles, Same 
goes for enchant- 
ments—swap in Tran- 
quilities to wipe “em 
clean. Direct damage @ 

Iitle too hot to handle? 
Get more of those Simu- 
lacrums in your hands. 


GREEN 
Creatures 
iio lon 
ick of acs 
3 haan Djans 

1 amaryl 

4 loro Es 

1 Spe ears 
‘Tine Was 
Spells 
1Deset Testers 
1 Fora Fever 
4 Git Gres 
ures 


BLACK 
Creatures 
2Derdlrs 

1 Hype Specter 
2 Seni Vompices 

1 Sorceress Queen 


Spells 
4 Dork Rituals 
1 Simlacum 


Artifacts 


‘Faller Stones 
1 ey Maniploar 
2S Simul 





Land 
1 Gyo rs 
Fars 
2Stip irs 
Twas 


Sideboard 
3oumbles 
2Deathgrps 
26loans 
lifes 
2Sinulacms 
‘Tongues 


Tans 










Wrath of Titani 


te 
Original deck design by Jeff Hannes [“Killer Decks,” InQuest #7] = CrF 


























‘Out ofall the decks reconstructed for 
this feature this one saw the biggest deck, cast Wrath of God fist. Follow 
overhadl, It really goes to show how with the Song, and Watch your seem- Spells 
theupdated banned/resbicted Ist and ingly innocent ariacts pula page | Rlaxe 
the exelusion of any set older than fromthe Transformers Handbook and 5 Wah of God 
Follen Empires stony alters he aio metamorphasize nto 4/A monsicisin. 4 yLenhens 
sphere of Type il tournament play the blink af an eye. "But what t my 4 yan 
‘You may not be able to play some ot opponent's playing artifacts too?” Not mt 
shenlder expensive cards but Itmakes '9 Worry. Odds arehewon’tbe play GREEN 
the fourneys a much mare even and ing asmariyas you, but if he's got a 
enjoyable playing environment Any- bunch out, ley, that’s what the Dis- 
way, enough with the sermon. enchants and Lightning Bolts ae for 
This deckcan blindside an oppo- Now yau qotta ga forthe lock... 
nent in one shot, leaving his aw on" * "Hey..Where’d My Mana 
the table as you clear the board of | Go?" Wrath of God will clear the 
everything but your horde of crea-_board ofall creatures, Titania’s Song 
tures, How? Just load up on the will eradicate all aniact abies. Now 
hhandy-dandy artifacts that will pro- you gotta put the fast nail in your 








tect you during early game play, opponent's coffin by destroying all Land 

then BAM, Wrath of God all crea’ landin the game, Thinkofit: he only 4k Marguloss 6 Pins 

tures off the board, mosh all lands creatures left standing are those in 4 Fella Stones 1 Gay of Bross 
with an Armageddon and drop a your recently drafted artifact army, 2 Manaus ‘lish’ Fades 
Titania’s Song, turning all your mana-producing arnfacts no longer 2 lsones Ship Mines 


"harmless" artifaetsinto a mechan-  workand ifyoublow up his and, the 1 Sh fthe Ages 4 Karan Fores 
ical army that would make james show's over, By the time he begins | Patogam ofthe kges 4 Bustonds 


‘Cameron proud, torecoup, youllewell on yourway Time Bam 

4 to the finals. 1 Nevinyre’s Disk Sideboard 
Deck Tips + Sideboard or “Hey, is that a | Block Vise ines 

# "Them's a Lot of Artifacts.” COP: Artifact?” Unless you're play- A 

Indeed, With about 20artiactsin ths ng a colossally stupid person, your Atos 
deck, It does seem a fitie artifact opponent will be ready for pe ee 
heavy. But these peces of machinery that If Titania's z ‘\ 
Reve adm kexp your Song vikagait SE. ‘arg Slams 
‘opponent from causing too much mis- But, seeing as ng 2Droughts 


‘hve. Fewar Stones and Mana Vauits' how this deck is 
will keep things on an even keel with pretty single- 
speed decks, Shidd of the Ages and minded, il be a 
Pentagram of the Ages will protect challenge to over- 
you rom direct damage and big ent- come the unpleas- 
ters, Nevinyral’s Disk willbring alos- antries that'll be 
Ing game backto squereone, andthe shuffled into your 
Jey Manipulators..wel thesearejust opponent's deck 
super uselul. From tappingyour oppo- Your best bet sto slow 
nent’s mana on his upkeep shutting chim up with heavy 
dovin iitating arufacts or keeping colorchoses tke Fyrob- 
heavy-luty creatures at bay, the Icy ast, Tsunami, Eneray 
isstll one of the best, most versatile Storm and Drought. 
cards inthe game. Just pour outyour Stymie land-destruc- 
arttacs fest and funous...and walt ton/discard decks with 

+ "Titania's What?" Odds are Land Tax and avoid moga- 
most playerswon'the expecting Tita- fireball and quadruple- 
tas Song to pop up. I's ascldom- Gant Growthed eters wth 
played green enchantment thatstrips Reverse Damage) 
al antfacts ofthe abites and rans- 
forms therm into artifact creatures alee roa 
wth power/toughness equal to their ili abelian MU 
pe Go thy wk ly 
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"The Collectors’ Superstore ? What does tt take to get you 
MAGICALLY excited? 

What does tt take to keep you 

MAGICALLY competitive? 


Custom Game-playing Decks 
from PJCC Worldwide! 


Now, more than ever, we are moving working 
to serve you and fulfill your needs for the 
latest, greatest gaming cards and custom 
advantages! We pride ourselves on our up-to- 
the-minute pricing and our in-house experts 
who can assist you with all your Magic 
questions. 


We have commons, uncommons & rare cards 
for most series of Magic™ and are currently 
buying most Magic sets & boxes. We need the 
following singles: rare Legends, most Arabian 
Nights & Antiquities, all discontinued cards 
trom Alpha, Beta & Unlimited. 

Calll and ask for John or Tim at (217) 543-3366. 


Send me a FREE Catalog! <= International tll free FAX Numbers: 
___48 Page Trading Cards Catalog (Comic & Brazile yoo 000817-500-3117 


Fantasy Art, Entertainment, Nowalia, Sports, 1 DE-3082-86-19 
Gaming Cards & Supplies) ( 

se dalt-Oriented Cards (for collectors over. 
18 yrs. of age) 


Name: 


P.O. Hox 109 Dept. INQ, Arthur, IL 61911 
sage —_ —_—— (217) 54: ‘8-6 F, 8-3 Sat. 
on . 2 Hr FAX: (800) 500-3117 (U.S. only) 

— oa (217) 543-3732 (U.S. & Overseas) 
Ao Internet e-mail sta, code: pjec dia.linois.net 
‘Signe Now on the Web! www:pjce.com 





The 11-time Hugo Award ay oot ig oy ne 
winner reflects upon an i 
upcoming sabhatical, a bleak : 

| future and how paiiiting tor pln ae ate 
became iat : 


it om hook or CO covers or the Magic's 
‘elusive Nalathni Dragon card, are sure 
to miss him. 

‘Whelan has received critical and 
popular praise lor his work on Michael 
‘Moercock’s Elric novels, Anne MeCal- 
frey's Pern books and Isaac Asimov's 
‘Foundation trilogy, to name a lew. His 
‘paintings have been callsted in thres 
books (Wenderworks, The Donning Com- 
pay, 1878 Wrksaf Wonder Oley, 


trading cards (Adventares in Fantasy 
and Other Worlds, both by Comic Images, 
193 and 1995, respectively) 

Soli-spoken and friendly, Whelan 
is an optimist st heart, ut is voice was 
‘Singed with a hint ol sadness during the 
Jollowing interview, auditile even through 
his necasional Iaughter. Whelan has 
Hun ta eel the wight la world that 
has, in his opinion, moved too mickly 
in the wrong directions. He seems to 
Ihave spent the Inst lew years ol his 
career driven by a sense al steic disci- 
pline-no surprising perhaps lee man 
‘who committed himslt to ataining 2 
black helt in kempo belore he reached 
‘30. and succended. 

‘Whelan currently lives im rural Con- 
necticut with his wile Arey and their 


in response to people's requests lor 
‘prinls and posters of her husband s work, 


By Jack Skrip - 








1950, in Culver 
City, Calif. 
A tct 








Danbury, Conn, 





ee, “The major thing 
Ween atleasta decade prepa i 
ao eee for me was wining 
sonal relevance in the work I've been 1e Hugo Award for 
dong When you tol for hours on end, Best Artist 11 
ies dfcult to maintain a commitment Gree 
to. piece unless you believe in i. The 
natural human reponse to look for 3 
new horizons. 
Im not saying | won't be doing t's hard for me to watch opti- the average of every year-and--hall 


iMustration at all. Rather, twantto set istic science fiction like "Star Trek” — to be neat where he was working, 
aside one-and-a-half to two years for without my lips curling in mockery. mostly in California, rom El Centro 
my personal work. ve got a couple | say, "Yeah, sure” That's my to San Francisco. 


of file drawers of projects waiting to response because! don’t think that’s We were usually close to either 
bedeveloped, and | havea sense now — what will happen, Lockheed Aircraft or Vandenberg Air 
alter 20 years of doing this that if! Contemporary fe seems to be Force Base. Both locations were 






don’t start now, Ill never get itdone. about asking “What's in it for me?” involved with the Atlas Agena project, 
WW’s part of the “Me Decade,” the _ which was all about launching spy 

4 desire for immediate satisfaction, satelites, so he probably had some- 

‘Actually, 'm working on a book We've lost our sense of working thing to’do with that, We were see 
cover even as I'm talking to you, t's toward long term goals. ing missiles going off all of the time 
taken me this long to finish all of the _ H's affected my work profoundly, 
work Fve promised people. Then Ive Taking it harder for me to do ilus- 
{ot to clean up my studoand get back tations for scence fiction, which takes 
to pilery work: 2 utopian view of the future 

My gallery works are large works, 
as much as 4 feet by 4 feet, dealing 
with my own personal symbols. ! do mia 
them for me, with no other concern 
than pleasing myself. Some have 
tended up as book or album covers, 
but that’s nat their primary purpose. 
In ry personal work, | explore events 
and influences in my fife, personal and 
mmeta-physical ideas. 1 want ther to 
reach people on the level of subjec- 














Thete's nothing like waking up at 
3 in the morning because your bed is. 
rolling around the room because a 
Titan 3C rocket was going up. There 
My father worked in the was a real sense of science and 
aerospace industry, so science fiction progress. Looking back, it seems 
‘was always around the house, Noth- inevitable | became who | am, 
Ing captivated my interest more than Gay yen » i 
traveling into outer space and the 
prospects that lie there. 
| remember my father taking me 
‘out on many nights to watch the Echo 














fhe fering, to take than concept i eee 
satel ta ascating fo see ths nas 5, 90 

ally whee | want them to go. Hing Aatadota lghttion te tagr, oF something and wanted to run 

. I prajecta moving across the iy. It's inconcelv. Way. My mom came out to the back 

Peles Ooo eer eas ele ee wha Iwaseng, al 





its back and become so self-centered _ told her was building 2 spaceship to 
’ Some of my personal paintings slash the space budget and retreat 990 Mars 
are acts of escaping, others are acts fTom the sense of exploration anddis- Whan 
of refiection which tend to be very Covery $0 evident in the 1950s sh 
negative and blezk. Fm very unhappy What exact father do? | started drawing scenes from 
oi eld WHER ae enave ngcaaauaig™ sae 
main driving force behind my want- nee and fantasy—from early on. | don't 
ing to devote more time to my per _Seeets He was never able to talus.HIs exactly recall whe 


tulle was “research engineer—inten- remember during one move, 
sonal work. tionally nondescript. We moved on a i 











SUN: 19 91be st 


the 19603 all were 
influencing me 
without me 
knowing their 
ames. Chelsey Bon- 
estel’tlustrations 
for Wy Ley’ coffe 
lable Books of spec- 
batons on future 
were important to 
ime. Iwas particu- 
larly struck by 
2 painting ofan Ae 
homb explosion 
onestell cid for 9 
magazine—tite, 
ihm. 
Whet was your 
sary ware ea? 
Much of twas 
attempts to visual 
Ize stenes from 
books and maga- 
anes | was reading. 
When | was around 
14, Warren came 
cout with Eerie and 
Creepy | did a 
watercolor of 


SE cousin Eerie. | did't start working in 


oe 


How did you get into ilustretion 
When Twas about 8, my dad tumed 2 
over a coffee table in the living room 

In August of 1974, I sent 12 sides 
and there was this spaceship control of my work to Donald Wollheim of 


panel | had drawn on the underside of aw books, He contacted me later 
the tabletop. inallthe movies ¥d see that month, and in September | 


dia etoneas ware ways on tea Seaton and September 
backs ang up atthe cons and ove fo New Jersey and stared 


viewscreens, 50 | had crawled under 
a ‘My firstjob for DAW was a cover 
the able on my back and ew th for Un Carter book. id tere 
ree a job. | choked up and ended up pro- 
As m chili growing up in the "50s, wlhat ducing a painting that wasn’t lke any- 
siiaeneed Vike tesaings? thing I'd ever done...or ever have 
“There wasthe “Tom Corbett Space ce. Lucky, they liked tI also began 
Cadet" television series and movies like do!ng covers for DAW's Year's Best Hor- 
“"War of the Worlds” and “The Day the "0 Stories series. 
Earth Stood Stil.” Iwas relly into _| ved in Jersey for about three 
Japanese fms like "The Mystenans,” months, then moved to Connecticut 
“The H Man" and “Godzilla.” Mostly, When iid you actually ge jerafessiomal? 
though, it was the overall atmosphere 
: [Laughs] Immediately. In the fall 
of growing up in atime when sentfle GF 974, Thad some pieces exhibited 
progress made going to Mars ane! such 4 tie World Science Fiction Con- 
fac” sigae vention in Washington, D.C. The per- 
wher erste asinftueness? Son wha took my work there for me 
I wasnt really conscous of artist’ Set up an the professional section 
names until |was a teenager. In ‘ther than the amateur section. Then 
retrospect, Ed Emshwller, chard one of my paintings, Outbound, won 
Powers and Kelly reas [al popularfan- fist place in the professional science 
{ayy and science fiction iustrators of _fichon art category. 









































































At a convention, | met {famed 
science fiction writer] Harlan Ellison 
and [noted comic book artist] Neal 
‘Adams. Elison convinced the art direc- 
tor of Gallery magazine to hire me to 
do the ilustration for Eltson’s short 


story "Croatoan.” | did it in oll, wi 
| sul found dificult because of drying 
time and the pace of the work. Grad- 
Lally, I switched over to acrylics. 

‘Adams arranged my first meet- 
ing with Ace, which resuited in basi 
cally doubling my income, Working 
for both DAW and Ace, Iwas able to 
play each company aff of the other. 

‘Adams also arranged an interview 
for me with Marvel Comics. They 
bought three paintings from me for 
their early forays into Warrenesque 
publications, But they kept calling me 
and asking for more and more 
changes to them... Overall it was a 
really bad experience. 

Every year since then, look back 
and pick my dog of the year. 
| assume that if my worst work 
‘can get better every year, I'm getting 
somewhere. 








‘Do you find that your work has lived 
te that expectation? 

Yes, definitely. If dida’t have that 
feeling, fd give up. Even now, the sense 
‘of progress is important to me, 


a gealy 5 @ doy 





‘The thing | look for mostly is 
badly rendered human forms. When 
I see any mistake [1n a published 
ing], it mortifies me every time. 

Vd given myself time to 
stand it against the wall and look at 
after a week, I'd never have let itout 
of my studio. 











Any outstanding hovwlers come to 


In 1975, I did a cover for John 
Jakes’ Mention My Name in Atlantis. 
{ried to do a parody of the siyle of 
Frank Frazetta, but it just didn’t come 
off. actually held a public execution 
of the painting at the World Science 
Fiction Convention in Boston in 1989. 

| cut it up and threw the pieces out 

to the audience, 








sot tha other ond of 


sly significant 


The assignment | looked forward 








. 19 from year to year was the cover for 


the Year's Best Horror Stores. did those 





1975 to 1985. 


‘But sometimes the ones | enjoy | did t Ci 
erase tae (the Elri ) 
The Whe Dragon oy ame cca. 2 Giric Covers 
Sknetcetee in the mid- to late 
Cee eras oe 

er wenn wary ae s... Llooka 
paee rr 


T 
roe ° em now and 
ill Oe foe cet igh I shudder 


at 26 years of age. I'd always loved 
the books, 0 getting the chance to jE 
do them my way was very exciting. honor those requests. Fortunately, sunny outside, so I darkened all of the 

! couldn't understand why some ilu the public is vey forgiving windows of my studio and played 
trators weren't paying attention to Goslr bere you toewaned herkdes depressing must for hours 


details. Then it became apparent to | = 
me that they Just weren't reading Nter#tsre’ Ll as aa 


| 
from the thed volume to the 13th, gq 











the books. lve done album and CD cov. ®#illustrats i 
Since then, its been pretty much ets. The first one was Victory by the __I did my first caver for Sepultura 
a blur. I've been painting profession- Jacksons [1983], and laid the cover in trade for a bunch of synthesizers, 
ally now for 21 years. for Meatloat’s Bat Out of Hell 2: Back and I've added some things since 
Into Hell (1994). then. Ihave a sort of "toy room” for 


I coulin't help notice you did't men- 


besae teateres Since about 1990, I've been _itall.l only go in there and work with 


Going CD coversfor the thrash-metal iif] feel can't get what | want from 
‘ | did those in the mid: to late hand Sepultura, They/te really wild what music out there. 

"70s, alm sl geting letters from can’t be extreme enough for them. fm by no means @ musician, 

fans. But ook at'emnow and shud: ye alsa dane two cavers for New but do consider myself composer; 

der. it’s really funny that we get let- age artist john Serie, who works with | think of my compositions as 

ters from people asking for prints of synthesizers; i's music for a more abstract ambiances” that create a 

paintings fd prefer neversaw the light meditative, serene mood. sense of space and movement a 

of day again. [Laughs] | just don’t Da you approueh SOMic environment that creates an 

Tusteating mie in, otherworldly type of feeling But it's 

notaall slow and meditative; some of 

itis fast and driven, some is clanky 

industrial str like the soundtrack to 

Terminator 2 











re 
ae! 
Fae eek pyre 
2. ee 
important part of dium fer you 
eee perernrs 
'm currently doing. computer and printed out, then the 
ect aaycie Myst compar mata 
SEA or OO ac 
it was bright and, Jiminary work than as a medium for 

















finished art. When | did the Bat Qut of 
Hell 2 cover, the preliminary sketches 


were done on the co VIAN 
tsful in contract workin that early { 

image selection and revisions ' | 
requested by the clent can be done bh 
much esser and faster. 

I think of [the computer] as a 
toal—a way to get certain things 
done. Ultimately, ts value depends 
fan whether using the computer is 
Samng time or wasting 


So technofayy is there, but it hasn't 
fulfiffed the romantic visions of 
your youth, 
don't know what it'll take to 
recapture that sense of wonder, of 
inting to move forward, or even if 
It can be recaptured. I'm’no longer 
optimistic about the world around: 
‘me, but I don’t want to infect my 
children with 
| thinkits mportant for people to 
‘have an ethical basis for their lives, to 
pect each other and the environ- 
"ment, We should live our ives as exam 
ples for those who wil follow — 4 




























Mi turn a criicel eye to his own work 
hos made at retatively easy for 
him 40 spot the painting he consid- 
ots his dog of the year. However, 
vihen it comes ta dontifying his per- 
sone favorit, he finds the task core 
siderably more challenging. 
“Having done so many point 
ings, i's ford for me te pinpoint 
sonal favorites becavse different 
‘paintings t've done are important for 
different reasons," he explains. “For 
example, my pointing fot Renegades 
of ern Anne McCaffrey, 1988] wor 
done while my wife and | were avai 
ing the birth of my son, He was due. 
‘on Dee. 8, and | was rushing Yo cant 
plete the pointing before then 
because | knew whet it was like to 
work a ful schedule with a nswhom 
baby in the house. 
“But the painting just wasn't work 
ing out. | ended up scrapping the 
whole thing during the frst week of 
December and starting all aver again. 
i's the first time | ever threw cut an 
entire work in progress 
Js "The 8th 
ESTSELLER ‘come and went 
» DEOIOELE vith ne labor 
poins. Then the 
y 9th, the 10th... .and 
1 sill wasn finished 
the painting! 
FE Finally, finished the 
painting and sent i 
‘off on Dec. 18, 
r “Then my wife 
went into labor and 
VJ Adrian was born. | like 
to think that he was tet 
ting me finish the paint 
ing. tts not that ('m 
thrilled with. the painting 
cis such, i's th story a8so~ 
{ cictad with it 
‘Apparently, 1988 was 
@ good year for Whelan, 
since he aleo praduced wo 
ot his other favorites thot year, 
the covers far The Summer 
Queen ond The Snow Queen 


es Whelin’s willingness to 








Jack Strip was ativocted ta the space 





‘ne of Whefan's most 
aiffieuft paintings—he 
ah ere 


ake sane 





Whelan gives the skinny behind his favorite cose 


by Joon Vinge. “These two com 
parion pisces hang quite woll 
Jogether,” he says. 

“tlike them particulary for the 
artwork. They bring farth elements 
‘and themes impsriant to the books 
ina simple way, yet there isc lot of 
detail to capture the viewer's eye. 
With these twa pieces, the necessity 
af visualizing ideos from the books 
didn't get in the way of poiting them, 
30 they're not overburdened by their 
‘connactions to the books ” 

His favorites among his gallery 
works include The Avator and Pas- 
sage: The Red Step {see page 52) 
Done between 1988 and 1990, they 
‘were the first paintings Whelon pro- 
duced entirely for himself, “in bath 
cases, | concemed myself with daing 
nothing but safisiying the underlying 
concept behind aach pointing, with 
nie oulside interference. 

“The Avatat is part of o pro- 
jected sorios of sight fo 12 paintings 
dealing with mejaphysical subject 
matter I've done about four or five. 
The Avatar and its companion pleces 
re meditations on he soul, lfe after 
death ond ol that. There are about 
four or five levels af meaning in the 
painting, as isthe case with most of 
my personal works. 

“The tichest source of inspiro- 
tion for an artist—for this artist, ot 
feait—is wha! I'm experiencing in 
‘my own life,” Whelan continues. 
“Possage: The Red Step is, on one 
level, about my trying 1 get out of 
aan ortiat’s block resulting from & 
period of depression. | was in for 
about a month and a half, The image 
of climbing up the stirs out of dork 
ress and inlo the light wos very 
meaningful to me. 

‘Alor years and years of pon- 
dering to ert directors and renders, 
Took a while for me to get up the 
‘nerva to do someltung tatally far me,” 
Whelan states." didn't realize whot 
wos missing.” 





—Jack Skrip 


RY¥GIC 


An exciting weekend witb more than 


$5,000 


in cash prizes!!! 


. i gy 525 in advance / 
Northeast Regional Championshin $30 at the door 


at The New Yorker Hotel 


(G4th Street & 8th Avenue, New York, NY) 


Saturday, May 11th &= 
Sunday May 12th 


‘To pre-register by mail 
send a check or money 
order for $25.00 made 
payable to: No More 
Kings, Ine, and mail it 
Gray Matter 
291 7th Ave, 
‘th floor 

New York, NY 
10001-6009 


{In addition fo any other prizes the Top 11 finishers The Regional Championship will be a Type II 


will win slots in the 
1996 Magic: The Gathering 
National Championships 
at Onigins! The top finisher will win airfare ss 
weil! 


Swiss Style Tournament and will be held on 
Saturday. The rest of the weekend will include a 
variety of other tournaments for cash prizes 
including a $1,000 tournament on Sunday! 





Urcomina 


NYSE 


EVENTS 
or More fatormation sl: 
800-344-GAME 
in NYState call 
212-633-1288, 
‘Saturday, May 18th 
Boston, Mass: $1,000 Grand prize 
New York, N¥: Alliances prerelease 
Sunday, May 19th 
New York, N¥: Pro Tour IM Qualifier 
Saturday, May 25th 
Edison, NJ, $1,000 Grand prize 
Saturday, June 8th 
New York, NY: $1,000 Grand prize 
Saturday, June 15th 
Long Island, NY: $1,000 Grand prize 





New York’s #1 Magic Source 


NEUTRA 
GROUND 
eels 


Open 7 days a week - Noon until ?2?| 


All major credit cards accepted 
We buy and sell single Magic cards 


291 7th Avenue, 9th floor 
(between 26th & 27th Streets) 
New York, NY 10001-6009 
tel (212) 633-1288 


Call us about upcoming 




















DOK Cafe 


(319) 338-0086 
Fax (319) 338-1663 
ep // ww ganache com 
#1 Retailer of Magic Singles, Packs, 
Boxes, and Assortments. Call today forall 
‘your collectible card game and comic book. 


‘TODAY FORA FREE 


iGuaiy’s Comic 


Acme lr om 
sd meen sow mag paren 
rie ee 
feos elliapeerene 
pee paieer ary 




















Vs our 1,500 q fe megastons just minutes off -80 

















TROLL AND TOAD INC. 


WE STOCK EVERY 95% OF 
ALL SINGLE MAGIC CARDS 


WE WILL BEAT ANY MOST 
PRICES 


WE BUY CARDS 





{Guardians, Wyvern, Jyhad, Hominati, Foreign 
{Magic, Star Wars, Star Trek,We ship anywhere, 
Prone: 1-606-878-2936 





Hours 12-7 p.m. 
Fax: 1-606-878-9061 
Address 253 Reynolds Road, Keavy KY 
40737 


+ 
{ 

{ 

i 
Monday-Friday 
H 

‘mat RENVHOEK @ AOL.COM } 
iH 








GAMEMASTERS 
(Formally S&H House of Cards) 
1-800-922-7441 
(901) 365-6191 Fax: (901) 365-6215 


COLLECTABLE CARD GAMES! 
—WE CARRY THEM ALL!-— 
SINGLES! for the following games: 
Magic - DoomTrooper - Star Trek - Rage 
Guardians - Overpower - Shadowfist 
The Crow - Redemption - Star Wars 


ROLE PLAYING GAMES 
TSR - White Wolf - Shadowrun 
Star Wars - Paladium - Middle Earth 
Warhammer - Battletech - & MORE! 


WE CARRY IT ALL! 

CALL US FOR BEST PRICES! 
CALL FOR FREE CATALOG! 
Most orders shipped the NEXT DAY! 
|We accept: Vise, MC, Discover, Money Orders. 
INo Cancellations on Pre-Paid Pre-Orders. 
'S5.00 shipping & dunes on all orders 








by myles 5. Jalelebgiaam 


Wanna blast your way through some Stormtroopers? 
How about showing that upstart Rebel 

Alhance who's really boss in this galaxy? 

Grab a few decks of Decipher’ Star Wars 
Customizable Card Game and read along! 


The Basics 
Regarles of wether you play the Light or 
Dark side, you're going to need a 
60-card deck A well-balanced deck will 
probably have 
12 to15 soace or planet locations 
115 people, abens and crids 
Starsips 
« Five demces or weapons 
* Two to thre vehicles 
#120 16 nteripis and effects 
The basi tenet of Stor Wars has aways been 
the Force In the card game, the Force circulates 
Cards frm the reserve deck (from which you daw) 
are activated and placed on the Force deck unt 
Jed to deploy characters, ships or interupts 
Once used the ard go tothe used ple unl the end 
cof tur, when theyre placed eneath the reserve deck 
to start the eyde agann lf something 
istst or destroye, is placed out of 
Diy tthe los pile The goal ofthe 
{game's ta getal of your ponents 
Fares fit exreeta the bat 
‘Aways beware of deploying too 
much because, even though you 
right have a great army in 
you may run out of cards to draw 
and then wil be unable to ht ene- 
tries with your weapons or cause 
athrton damage 
You might think that someon 
gets a good start in the gare, his 
victory is neabl. Not tne. W's easy 
to come for belund. Many cards 
favar the underdog, especally the 
Rebels The We're Doomed card 
halves the underdogs losses. Colle 
svon and Friendly Fire take out attack- 



































wort beable to deploy toops to yourstenght aay. there's 
2 leader inthe war room ie tears that al the Rebel roopers 
nu and ¥-wangs wl be =n frflt value ater 
“The Light side's Yavin 4. Mass War Room has asia for 
fet bonus against Tits and troopers, and only wo hight force 
Icons So unless you must choose the Masssi Tron Room that 
allows the Rebels to start, the War Room the ight car fo se. 
Some may argue that» locaton with both ions is beter 
‘because you can quickly dran cards from an opponent, The 
problem vath ths is that you give your opponent an extra 
F Force card each tum and they can deploy solders quickly I's 
. Locations best to start on your own side of the galaxy. 
yA lot canbe gained from choosing the ight starting locaton 
bo Locations tat ge a bonus but won't et your apponent PHASES 
sitack too soon ae ea! Since the Dark sie aay goes Activate Phase: In this phase, you coun up all the Force cons 
fist, Death Star War Room isan efficent place irom on your location cards Move that many cards plus one extra 
‘which ointimdae. thas two Forceicons for representing your personal Force to your Force pile. Later on, 
wise and none for the Light side. you can spend from ths pale ta deploy other cars 
Soo Counting the personal Force you Acard that add to activations s the Rebel’ Electrobinoc- 
errata, that gle sary, wich allows you to spend wo to draw acad off the top 
nel i of your reserve deck, look at and decide whether to place 
> iton the reserve, used or Force deck. The Imperal alien Labria 
"does the same thing for 
free as long as you do nat 
draw a vehicle or sip. 
Control Phase: Tiss 
vihen you're allowed to 
J rain one card from your 
OF opponent or every single 
Force con he has a aloca 
tion you control, Drained 
cards go to the lst pile 
and are effectively out of 
the game 
Some cards, such a3 
vehicles allow the oppo- 
nent to move nearby 


STI AR WARS Card Dissection 


‘A. Name: Your favostes from the great tilogy aré mentioned in 
this space, 

8, eon: This handy visual reference tes you ithe card’ rebel 

Imperial, alen or whatever. 

G Destiny Number: The randomizing element of Star Wars 

better than dice. 

D. Lore: Interesting info about your card, 

E, Power: What you're gonna use to blast the pants off your foe 

F Ability: The supremo stat for using devices and draining Force. 

You can’t leave hame without i 

G. Force Sensitivity: "The Force ts strong in this one.” But 
stronger in some than others. 

H. Text: The nuts and bolt of this guy. 

1. Deploy Cost: It takes Force to get these characters out, and 
this white box says how much 

Forfeit Cost: This black box indicates how much you cin save 

‘in Force by aiving up this quy. (Quite a lot) 

K. Additional leans: More nice graphics to tell you what else 

this guy can do. 


‘a pa means you start the game with tree Force The Light se 








ers before they can do 
damage The Dark side has 
many lone pilot or warrior 
cards that give a bonus to an 
outnumbered defender. 

































characters to locations that you contro}, 
stoping the drain. Same characters, such y 
2s the Lightside's Shistaver Wolfman and 
the droid CZ-3, allow movernent to the 

















site of a drain asa react. Be careful tha -~ 
you don't spend a your te chasing his, fe ; 
rains! You might find yourself out of | Hiybu Were buying albucket of require one Fore irom an opponent 
positon or Force when he attacks, packs aokng for those main charac- in order to play, which i annoying, 
Other cards have good, subtle effects | ters you crave so badly, you'd ptoba- Yow eat his Force antl he gets nothing 
during the control phase The Light's | Bly Rave more comhmens than you'd ort. f'you have awa Camp on the 
alten Kabe steals weapons and figan Dan | know what fo do with. Wel Here's table, you can deploy jawas ata cast 
wll usually alow you toretnevea Force | thededeforyou, and itworksforbath only ta you, which might be necessary 
if your three cards beat the opponent's | impatils sd Rebels, ‘ely in the gare. 
{wo ina card draw The Imperial aten | | These eamman ships and traopers | —=—$—$———— 
Muyoom Onith can make the Rebel | deploy for fe # there's a lesser of 
show Fis hand and discard any males. | ablfy Hires ar mare present Play the 
Deploy Phase: Here you decide what | Jeaderon the capital sip and shuttle. 
to put where. Star Destroye's require | the ro@pers te the plafet as needed 
eight Force to deploy whereas 2 | @pdeploy On a planet site and use Light Side 
Starfighter might only tequre one. You | Rabrbn bells Helot Interupts "12 Tatooine planet stes 
canonly deploy where you have an icon. | ansport eeaphy 3 Tatooine space sites 
or presence, unless you use aspy togo | Thisisagrest Rercedrainingdeck | 5 Xavings 
infirst and lead the Way for your troops. | BUEIght an weapens and destiny 3 Proton Torpedoes 
‘The card Presence ofthe Force ads | Dott give up the ghost, though 1 Sanderawher 
both Dark and Light Force cons to asite, | ‘Gyetwhaim quickly with cheap deploy 2 Landspeeders 
which s good formcreasing a Force drain | mens and Force drains especialy # 4 Jawas 
oF allowing a deploy. Mter the fist few | Youiedd some vehiles Extastrength | 1 Owen Lars 
tums, be leery of wing all your Force to. | eames fram the unique leaders wha 1 Bers Lars 
eploy everything aryouwon'tbe able to | ate often skied pilots anc warns, 1 Luke Skywalker 
fie weapons, move asa react orsave up | The strength of the Park side sin + Obi-Wan Kenob 
topputout something big. Keeping a few | the Bantha/Tusken combo. Tuskens 1 era Stew 
extra Force can also make an opponent gaieismenath in numbee==09 6510 : 
thnk you have a geod interrupt in hand. | poweeforfoyrat one site, But Banthas | Dark Side 
Iyouhave. lot of locations out and | (efeaqure vehicles) give +1 to every "12 Tataoine planet sites 
put charactess on theen, you will drain a | Tilsen Se, Your Tuskens aod four 3 Tatooine space stes 
lot of cards away but be vulnerable to a | Banthasabone sites 10 powerferthe | 5 TIEAdvanced «1 
strong counterattack. I youst on afew | Tuskers, 16jn Banthalboruses forthe | 3 Boosted TIE Cannons 
sites too long, your cards might be | eskens ahd four power from the 4 Sanderawier 
drained away or you'l have huge bat- | Banthasthemsehes=a totalar30? | 4 Banthas 
ties between deeply entrencned forces. | TheBanthagare yahlciesyetalohive | 2 fawas 
"Needless to say, you dor’twant to | five abily. This means that wo of ‘8 Tusten Raiders 
fight, you can just sitbackand dra your | them alone éin give presence to a 1 Datheha 
fiva’s ie away, but hey, Luke didn't | sis Que nice mobile attack force 1 Waher 
become a ed by sitting in a La-Z-Boy at | Thelawas are god becasse fey 


the al’ moisture farm. 

‘The next phase is battle, but since it’s so important, we'll 
deal with it in a separate section. 

‘Move Phase: Here you get fo (can you guess? yes) move your 
characters at a cost of Force Remember: battle fist, then move. 
You're going to have to plan ahead in this game because after 
you've moved, your cards have to sit there until your next turn 

Draw Phase: The only way to bring more cards 
in hand 1s to draw unused Force cards. Maybe it's Vader 
down there, maybe just a droid, but you're going to have 
to craw sometime. Remember to keep some Force around 
for later, though. 


Battle Phase 
The battle phase can be quite tricky. About hall of the mter- 
‘ups nthe game can sehously affect the outcome. 

In genera, attack n force or not at all. Two equally matched 
‘combatants wll do bss eal harm to each other than you'd think, 
unless lot of weapons are involve, m which case eveything des 

Aiter the attacker pays ane Force to start the rumble, the ist 





Of the three steps ts to fire weapons. (Having the Dark allen 
Felipern Trevagg present greatly increases the cast af an attack, 
soe’ nice to defend with.) Both attacker and defender can take 
‘ot shots to see f anything gets hit and will de at the end of 
the tum. Say your Stormtrooper fires his blaster ata Rebel guard. 
You draw the top card off your reserve deck and look at it In 
the top ght corner isa number from one to six (locations are 
rated zero) You get athree. Since that’s more than the guard's 
abiity of one, the guard i hit and will de later. 

These “destiny draws” are one ofthe most intriguing things 
1m the game. Since most of the rare or powerful cards have 
low destiny numbers, there’ itl sense in stocking them. in 
fact, common interrupts, events and devices have the highest 
destiny numbers 

The second steps to total the power on bath sides If any side 
has total abifty of four or more, the player can make a destiny 
‘Graw and add that number to his power. Then you compare, Say 
Its the Empire's 11 vs the Rebslion’s six By subtracting the num- 
bers, We find that the Allance has to take five battle darnage 


Bey 
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This is why ganging 
up so great. If eight Rebel 
troopers attack one 
Stormtrooper, the power (wth 
‘out 2 destiny draw) is exght vs. 
‘one, 50 the liperials have to eat 
seven damage, which is solved by discarding 
from his piles, hand or the battle site Add In 2 
destiny draw of, say, four, and the loss ofthat lone Stormtrooper 
caused the Dark side to lose 11 cards! 

‘The third step is attrition, or casualties of the battle. Rem 
ber that destiny draw of four i the example wath the eight 
Rebel troopers? Well, the Empire must forfat that amount of 
‘ards rom the battle ste, That's so he can’t keep his battle force 
im place just by throwing away cards in hand, 

Some characters are rmmune to destiny les than a certain 
amount. Vader is one of these. if he was in the above battle, 
hhe/d tll be around—and really pissed? 

‘One of the best combinations forthe Darkside is Dr. Evazan 
‘and Ponda Babe (the two guys Ob: Wan Kenobi siced in the 
Cantina). The doctor boosts Fonda's power by three and can 
‘mmedately “operate on hit characters, which sends thern out 
cof the scene That way, they aren't around for the power tally 
Cr to settle attribon It definitely swings things in the Empire's 
favor. if you have these warriors or the regenerating Myo, 
‘you'd have to be high not to play them! 

The Rebels have a few tnicks oftheir own. The Mantellan 
Savfip effect allows you to use the forfeit values of cards from 
your hand, This means that instead of tossing away eight cards, 
you toss away one Corelfan Corvette. As well, Talz deploys 
or one but forfett for four and can be sacriiced instead of hit 
characters. So «Fa good warrior is hit, Talz takes the fall and 
you keep your warrior. 


Parting Advice 

Une the Boy Scout you dort need to prepare oral con- 
tingences. "But wha my Obi has to ght is Vader ana! I nece 
a krayt Dragon How to. Blah, bia, bia, you stack your 
eck with “what” cards you have very tte let. M you 
want a card that cancels speci interrupts or events, use Altes 
and Sense cards, wtich counter ther ai 

The most impartant thing i to have fun, That way the 
Force wil always be with you. o 

veal oe ete Ree Sa Ca EEA 
pos tnd “Sor Ws ass, 








The Card to Get 


Why is Darth Vader so powerful? 

He eight costa fot, but he's tien" plot and warmer, 
he's got a power of sx, and his abit of six guarantees suc- 
Cesfl Sense and Alters He mereases triton damage and he's 
(ot so many boost and nterupt cards you'd have tobe crayy 
‘Hot to ply him ina Datk deck Bess, how seducove could 
the Dark eof the Force be without te OateLord of the Sith? 




















LIFE FORCE 





The Plas a2 Field 

1. Character Corde bof crits who wt win or se the 
gamer, 

2. Systeme Paes orSpee canst wach tes rine 

3: Ses Th places nts ar rou races eh 
cles cn be pays 

44 Starships: The vay chraten move bean syste 

5. Used Pile: Where the cards rom your force ple go ater 
theyre used 

6 Reserve Dec: The stoma deck you bong to thegame 

7 Foree Pe Where rom your me ck go soca 
ie hem are 

2 Lost Pl: Whee destroyed ade go 





























Shahrazad 


Specializing in collectible card games: 


Gennes 









We have the best prices on all in print & OOP MTG cards 
& we will beat or meat our competitors prices on all boxes. 


Call and get your free catalog today: 606-225-9410 
We haye great = Board games _* War Games We special = Singles * Boxes 
prices on: * RPGs + mil Ss buying & selli ets * Collections: 


‘+ Retailers are welcome to call. *** We ship Worldwide To onder: 606-225-9410 
Ordering Instructions ae ‘US shipments Visa & MC accepted Address: 304 S Limestone SL 












28 








1. Minimum onder $15.0 ‘Open 7 Days Lexington, KY 40508 
a week EST Fax: 606-225-9410 
Mon-Sat 10-8 Email: g1ou.com 
& Sun 16 URL: hitpy/radingcards.com 





ed 
mail - send 4 request to this address - cardinfo@tradingeards.com 
pact fo check out our new virtual shopping cart at hitp://www.tradingeards com 

















Since Caros, Compete Sets, HOBBY SHOP, INC. 


Booster Boxes SPECIALIZING IN BUYING & SELLING) 
MAGIC: THE GATHERING™ BOXES, 
sMagic Highlander SINGLES, SETS AND COLLECTIONS. 


*Star Trek *Marvel Over Power CARD GAMES WE CURRENTLY 
“Star Wars *Rage STOCK INCLUDE: MAGIC, STAR 


Alpha, Beta, Unlimited, Revised, RSE INGE Koo, 
Arabions, Antiquities, Legends, Dark, OVERPOWER, NETRUNNER, 
Ice Age, Chronicles, Homelands VAMPIRE, MIDDLE EARTH-WIZARDS 


PLUS MANY OTHERS. 


CLL FOR PRICING AND AVAILABILITY “WE CARRY ALL TYPES OF GAMES | 


INCLUDING: AD&D, RIFTS, VAMPIRE, | 
1-800- 875-9105 WARHAMMER 40,000, STAR WARS, 
PLUS MANY OTHERS. 


Fax: 612-541-9105 CALE OR WRITE TODAY FOROUR- 


CARD EMPORIUM ST DIVISION 


igh 
den Valley, M y) (414) 922-8338 » FAX (414) 922. 














Looking for a new and different card 
gaming experience? Then we 
recommend that you try Legend of 
the Five Rings, the game from 
Alderac Entertainment that uses 
feudal Japan as its backdrop. It’s just a 
bit different from your usual sword 
‘w’ sorcery stuff, and a pretty darned 
fun game to boot. 

















And there’s no time like the present to 
give it a whirl. Why? Two reasons: One, 
the new expansion, Forbidden 
Knowledge, just came out; two, you can 
get yourself going in this new and 
exciting game for free if you're lucky! 














e 

Is ar, fom rawing. Just fill out the cowpon, send it 
in, and you could win. Randomly selected winners could 
ook these great prizes: 


[Great Prizos| 


GRAND PRIZE (1): 








One lucky reader will receive a complete set of 

the Forbidden Knowledge expansion set, a 

Forbidden Knowledge uncut sheet and a snazzy 

Legend of the Five Rings T-shirt! 

SECOND PRIZE (10): Ten readers will each receive a Forbidden 
Knowledge uncut sheet and a Legend of the Five 

Rings T-shirt! 

THIRD PRIZE (20): Twenty readers will each receive two Forbidden 

Knowledge booster packs to get their feet wet in 

the game! 

























is sucker out, put it in an envelope ar itto: 
egead of the Ming: 









Fill 
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This month’s 
contest is 
sponsored by 
Alderac 
Entertainment, 
a bunch of 
guys who 
really know 
their sushi, 





rs, NY 105 8 

















Deadline is June 28,1996 


FIVE RINGS INQUEST 
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Howpy. B.J. HERE -- I'M your BASIC 14-YEAR-OLD 
wiliz iD AND Magic EWTHISIAST. TODAY X'D LIKE TD 
Discuss A BIT OF 











ArrroPRiate BEHAVIOR FoR PLAYING MAGiCy THE Cleans 
PPR! [OR FOR. PLAY) 


© ane 1996- Brian Doueras AHERN 





Nis PLAYERS ARE ENJOYING MAGIC EVERY DAY. LET'S 
le AVOID TURNING THEM OFF BY HITTING THE NOVICE WITH 
A CHANNEL / FIREBALL ON YOUR FIRST TURN. 


Zo-sivep Dice | 
N say, et 


POD 
ye 





RULES OF SFORTSMAN-LIKE conDUcT 
© APEEY, No STACKING MANA'BY HIDING 





ASE REMEMGER Youn SIDEBOARD, oR 
or use 


ED SPEC 
STO euLeR DECKS. SHOULD 
ONLY merase 18 canes. 
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DON‘T ADD INSULT To INJURY == 
Resisy sfouTinG CLEVER PHRASES 


Aa ne You mbLicr DAMAGE. je 
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RETAIN Your PoISE Ay ALL TIMES —~ 
Ang At LEA Je Lose 
BRAT LEAST PRETEND 


9. 
Se Sil 
ere 
ibirae Be ears 
ceRE Praca 


WATCH YOUR orronenTS CARDS, AND. 
Bon" Leave wart A SIGGER DECK THAN 
WOU CAME WITH. 


WELL, you SURE won THAT TIME! 
"ook Jos. GOTTA Go Now BYE? 


HA! Suge SNowED— 
HERE ARE ALL AY, 


ONLOOKERS SHOULD REMAIN SILENT, 
AND NOT WHISPER ADMICE To ONE OF 
SHE Prayers: 


$0 Foriew THESE 
SO MAKE PLAYING PAA 
STHERING MORE’ 
Sur A JOYFUL ENDEAVOR OF 
‘COURTESY AND REFINEMENT. 


Ou war A FESTIVE Game 7 
How REFRESHING to Fal 
Suc A caraBLE opponent? 
AY, YES If 





























Pay $350 for 
a piece of 
cardboard? 


Sure, itsounds sily when you put it 
that way, even if the cardi does say 
Black Lotus, Yet sports nuts don’t 
think twice about spending thou- 
sands of dollars on baseball cards, 

Take for example the 1933 
Napoleon Lajoie card, which in 
mint condition goes tor around 
$6,500. Who’s Napoleon Lajoie? 
Mt doesn’t matter. In 1933 he 
swung a stick at a leather spheroid, 
so now we must all pay fiscal 
homage to him. 

Come to think of it, this whole 
trading card thing is completely 
bizarre. How has the human race 
gotten to the point where a person 
will work for hours—even days—to 
earn enough money for a card- 
board rectangle with some pretty 
colors on it? 

I'm s0 glad you asked. . 


Quick! To the Bordello! 
‘Cards were first invented in China 
in the 10th century. Legend has t 
they were created to soive a rather 
‘unusual problem: What do you do 
with a bored harem? 
Traditionally, Chinese emperors 
had 121 wives organized into five 
ranks: one empress, three consorts, 
nine spouses, 27 concubines and 
81 assistant concubines. Things 
could get pretty slow if you were, 
say, assistant concubine No. 78. 
You can only fle your nails so many 
times before you start thinking 
about shoving your emery board 
up assistant concubine No. 7: 
nose just to see what would hap- 
pen. Thus, cards were invented to 
keep the emperor’s wives from 
lawing each other's eyes out. 
Chinese cards were made 
) from flexible sinps of white card- 
board about 5 incheslong and 
1.5 inches wide. A deck con- 
sisted of 40 cards divided into 
four sutts: coins, coins strung 


strung together, and lots of piles 
of coins strung together. (Merci- 
fully, the inventor stopped here.) 

Each card ina sult was num- 
‘bered 1 through 10 and bore an 
appropriate illustration (e.g., the 
eight of coins had a drawing of 
eight coins), except for the suit of 
piles of coins strung together, 
which was represented by pictures, 
of guys with furiny hats, Who are 
they? Who knows, Maybe they're 
the emperor’s 121 brothersin-law 
saying, "Hey man, | really need a 
ew transmission, Could you lend 
me a pile of coins strung tagether 
till next March?" 

Not fo be outdone, the nobility 
of India invented their own playing 
cards in the 10th century using 
discs of lacquered wood that were 
anywhere from 2 to § inches 
acrOsS, Like the Chinese cards they 
were divided into various suits, 
each based on a different incarna- 
tion of the Hindu god Vishnu, Deck 
sizes ranged from 96 to 120 cards, 
but history does not record just 
how you were supposed to shuffle 
120 wooden discs. No word either 
‘on whether it was okay to use an. 
Incamation of Vishnu as a coaster. 

‘One of the Indian cards showed 
the Hindu deity Ardhanarisvara hold- 
ing a sword, a cup, a coin and a 
‘wand, and while no one knows for 
sure if there's a connection, these 
happen to be the four suits in early 
European card and tarot decks. (See 
the sidebar for more on the tarot.) 

By the way, if you're curious 
about the Chinese emperor's sleep 
schedule, it went like this: The 
‘emperor spent one night alone 
with the empress, then one night 
with the three consorts asa group, 
fone night with the nine spouses 
asa group, three nights with dif 
{erent groups of nine concubines, 
fine nights with different. groups of 
nine assistant concubines, then 
back to the empress again. Tired? 


Read ’Em and Weep, 
My Liege 

Playing cards first appeared in. 
Europe in the second half of the 
‘Math century. Early (talian decks 
had anywhere from 52 to 60 cards 
divided into the sword, cup, coin 
and wand sults, and each suit had 
pretty much the same cards we 
have today: ace, two, three and so 
fon all the way up through king, 
Decks with 60 cares had adltional 
court cards in each suit; sometimes 
they were knights, sometimes they 
‘were attendants to the queen, 

Historians believe European 
cards were inspired by cacds from 
the East, Italian merchants may 
have come across Chinese decks 
in their dealings (so to speak) with 
silkand spice traders, or crusaders 
may have picked them up from 
‘Arabs in the Holy Land, (“Look, 
honey, I've brought back cards. 
‘And here’s the head of the guy 
who gave ‘em to mel”) However 
they got there, they spread quickly. 
By the middle of the 15th century, 
cards could be found in every 
‘country in Europe. 

The oldest surviving cards 
were made in France around 
1440. They are a set of 10 face 
cards found in the cover of an 
old book. They'd been glued into 
the binding to help stiffen it, and 
they have the first known exam- 
ples of hearts, diamonds, clubs 
and spades. Why hearts, dia- 
monds, clubs and spades? 
Nobody knows. Stop asking so 
many questions 

European playing cards used to 
have plain backs, which meant that 
if Olaf down at the paper factory 
sneezed while making the sheet 
‘your cards were cut from, your ace 
‘of spades could wind up being per- 
manently marked with, say, a piece 
‘of spinach. It wasn’t until the rid 
dle of the 19th century that it 
became common to cover up 
imperfections in the paper by print: 
ing card backs with either a sofid 
color ar a design. 

‘Another card innovation, the 
double-headed face card, didn’t 
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Antique Chinese 
mah-jangg cards 
appear until 1813, when a German, 
company issued a deck celebrating, 
a recent battle. They used portraits 
Of the monarchs and generals from 
the winning side for the king and, 
jack cards, and pnnted their faces, 
‘on both the tops and bottoms so 
the card looked the same no mat- 
ter which way you held it. Before 
then, face card pictures had heads 
at the top and waists at the bot- 
tom; f you got dealt a mess of these 
cards and they happened to be 
upside-down, the odds were good 
you'd absent-mindedly tur then 
right side up, tipping off everyone 
at the table in the process. 
‘Another innovation, the joker, 
made its first known appearance 
1m 1857, courtesy of Samuel Hart & 
Co. of New York. It was introduced, 
as a novelty item. The term “joker” 
has come to mean any extra card 
included with a standard deck. 


It’s Not Your Turn, 
Genghis. Put The 
Little Pishie Back in 
The “Lake.” 

8y now you're probably wonder- 
ing what the heck card players have 
been playing for the past 1,000 
‘years. Did the emperor's concubines 
sit around saying, "Okay, Texas 
seven card stud, Alabama rules, 
‘deuces and snowmen wild,” before 
they dealt? Or did Genghis khan 
get that maniacal, blood-curdiing 
glint in his eye as he stared across 
the table at his opponent and said, 
"Go fish”? 

The originall Chinese card games 
‘were probably denvations of exsting 
dice and board games, but as time 
‘went on new games were invented 


o Wiss: 


just for cards, An early Persian game 
called as-nds was the original col- 
lect-cards-by-suit-orkind game. Var 
ations of ds-nds have been popular 
for centuries, including such favorites 
as poker, gin, go fish and so on. 
Poker fans who think Hoyle is 
some big expert on the game and 
whe buy all those According to Hoyle 
bbooks are in for a big surpnse: It’s 
impossible to play poker according 
to Hoyle. Hoyle died in 1769, 
decades before poker was invented. 
Edmund Hoyle was an English attor 
ney who wrote about card games 
thatare now almost unheard of, Hke 
whist and piquet. The companies 
that publish According to Hoyle books 
are using his name the same way 
dictionary publishers use the name 
“Webster.” Think about it: Just 
because your dictionary has an entry 
for “McNugget” doesn’t mean 
Daniel Webster ever heard of one. 
Poker originated in the gam- 
bling rooms of 19th century Mis- 
sissippi riverboats. The earliest 
mention of the game is from 1834, 
‘when it was still played with only 
20 cards. aces, 10s and face cards. 
‘As poker evolved, it gave birth to 
‘2 number of saloor-based offshoots 
in which players gambled for 
drinks. These games, rum poker 
and gin poker, eventually became 
known as rummy and gin. Game 
designers, take note: There's still 
oom for pifia colada poker, tequila 
popper poker, and vomit-in- 
yyour-fnend’s-car-on-the-way-home 
poker. Eternal fame can be yours. 
The blackjack family of games, 
which Includes bacearat and 
cchemin-de-fer, dates at least as far 
bback as 1490 when baccarat was 
introduced to the French court of 
Charles Vill. War—the card game, 


It soys here thet if you bite ieto 
Corts with the lights 






























that isis even older, Charles VI was 
cuckoo for it, which helps explain. 
‘why he was known as Charles the 
Fool. Actually, Charies the ig Card 
Slapping Baby is more like It. 


And Then 

Commercialism Set In 
Trading cards have their roots in an 
‘odd 19th century playing card cus- 
tom, Before manufacturers started 
printing on both sides of cards, it 
‘was common to use the plain 
white backs as scratch paper. If 
you paid a visit to someone's 
house, for instance, and they 
weren't there, a servant would 
offer you a stack of cards on which 
to leave a note. Eventually people 
decided to stop wasting playing 
cards and mstead had calling cards 
printed up with their names on 
them. Businesses started making 
similar cards, called trade cards 
(sort of ike our modern business 
ards), and by the 1850s collec- 
tors were busy stuffing shoe boxes 
full of every trade card they could 
get theirhand on. Sound! famihar? 

In the 1880s, tobacco compa- 
nies started putting cardboard rect- 
angles in cigarette packs to keep 
the packs from being crushed dur- 
ing Shipping. Someone then hiton 
the idea of turing the cardboard 
into a promotional tool by putting 
a pacture on one side and a cigarette 
ad on the other, making it into a 
Collectible trade card, Early cigarette 
card senes featured flags, birds, 
presidents, fruit and, of course, 
baseball players. 

‘The first baseball cards were 
made in 1886 by an obscure New 
York company named Goodwin. 
Action photography didn’t exist 
bback then, so Goodwin had play- 
ef go into a studio and pose in 

‘ront of a backdrop, pretend- 
ing to hit or throw a base- 
ball dangling from the 














A playieg card f 
1sth-tentury France, the 
‘oldest ever foued ie Europe 


ceifing on a string. As if they didn’t 
feel stupid enough already, play- 
ing in those droopy, flannel long- 
John things. 

Starting around 1908, candy 
companies started manufacturing, 
cards aimed at kids, and when 
tobacco companies stopped pro- 
ducing cards in 1914 the candy 
folks took aver completely. 

The first “gum” cards came 
out in 1933, made by the Goudey 
Gum Company Topps made its 
debut in 1951 and soon acquired 
the exclusive nghts to sell base- 
ball cards packaged with a con- 
fection. In 1963, Fleer ted ta get 
around this by selling card packs 
labeled “Fleer Major League Base- 
ball Cards With Cookie,” except 
the “cookie” was really just a piece 
of gui, Le., a confection. Topps 
was not amused and Fleer was 
ordered to stop. 

Eighteen years later, in 1981, 
Fleer finally realized that it could 
get around Topps’ monopoly by 
packaging its cards with some- 
thing other than gum. And so the 
Fleer Major League Logo Sticker 
(with baseball cards) was born. 
Donruss followed suit, packaging 
Its cards with a puzzle piece. 

Increased competition led to a 
golden age for baseball cards in 
the mid: to late 80s. Markets pros- 
ppered and prices on vintage cards 
shot through the roof. This golden 
age was best represented by a 
new company in the baseball card 

biz: Upper Deck, 

which Joined the 
fray in 1989. 

Upper Deck's 

cards were 



















printed on better stock than 
Topps’, Fleer’s or Donruss’. it also 
featured higher-resolution photos 
and holograms on the back to pre- 
vent counterfeiting. Soon, every- 
‘one was printing premium cards, 
‘with increasingly higher price tags. 
Packs of baseball cards that used to 
bbe 50-cent impulse buys were now 
54 investments, 

In 1991, perhaps fed up with 
the paperwork needed to obtain 
the bank loans needed to buy 
cards, collectors collectively threw 
up their hands and said, “Oy 
gevalt! Enough!” 

‘The baseball card market is cur- 
rently in what economists call. a 
down cycle. Or as sports fans 
might say, the market is currently 
lying low, waiting for the right 
moment to follow the lead of 
Michael Jordan and Magic john- 
son and come out of retirement. 


No, Please, 

No’ More Sports 

Not everyone is crazy about 
sports cards, of course, and card 
manufacturers have always 
printed alternative sets. Some of 
the more famous ones have been 
Mars Attacks, Wacky Packages, 
Garbage Pail Kids are a Ntle gare 
called Magic. 

That last product was designed 
by Richard Garfield and released 
by Wizards of the Coast in August 
11993. The original print run, sup- 
posed to last six months, sold out 
in six weeks. The following year, 
TSR offered a collectible card game 
of its own, and in 1995, dozens 
of CCGs were released. 

So that’s pretty much the 
whole card story in a nutshell. 

Butt stil leaves you wandenng: 
‘What if cards hadn't caught on in 
that fateful harem? What if all the 
emperor's wives had taken up 
macramé instead, and cards had 
bbeen replaced throughout history 
by wall hangngs and potholders? 
Would anyone pay $6,500 for a 
Napoleon Lajoie tea cosy? 

Iso, please contact Erie Black, 
care of Wizard Press. Hurry whille 
supplies last! o 








Bre Block is @ freelance writer living in 
os Angeles He also has aset of hand- 
rut Moxes for sale 
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sectioninInQuest-" endasdemandijasthey oy be, we silicate 
ivethem what they went 


These gume Hungry reeers ore seeking refuge in your events salt 
ussend yoy aursick_cue poar-our nuded masses See by placing 
Yur sting mt inQvest each marth, youl be reaching thouserds af 
uitre-aciveganrs eslyandafferdably, And that =sthet you want. 





Tatake advantage of what this 
‘new section his fa affer, contact: 
Species Soci Acct, Ms 

ior. 
Full Page, Inc. 
‘151Wells Avenue, Congers NY 
10920 4 
PH: 914.268.3907 FX: 
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CALIFORNIA 

VERY WEONESDAY, FRIDAY & WEEKENDS Wt APRIL, CORONA 

‘Min Ee Gale’ Show in hand Emp’ ngs reg soy, Sahn Cl 

ifoic'snewet on bes oan, 7180 Nevd Sra, suite 190, ke 9) Fry 
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comer of Oupent ond | ing the reewoy, 100 eight-foot ines @ $30 eoch, 
‘ree odmession and parking, Weds & Fr: 5-10pm, Sal & Sun: 1Oam-Span Air conde 
ig 12 sll Ns, ans, ag ty, Havenis, it Was Sati ie, 


‘sportscords, nan-sportscards, , and mony more attractions, MAGIC: THE 
GHTERINGURAAMENS HELD ERY SUNDA gen ay Briss 
ppublishor From BLUE COMET PRESS (Zoranrt Stor-Warrior and Oeothrow) Contact, 
‘iain Evert for dealer informatn @ 909-371-4451 and ask abaut our dscounted 
‘monthly rots, tournament formations, signings ond other sqwctl shaw events, 


JUNE 21-23, SAM FRANSISCO 
‘Khalso Bruin Gomes Productions presents Moncfest "96, Cathedral Hill Hatol (far roam 
eiied directions call 800-622-0855), pre-rageter for Mamafest bafore 5/15 
‘sa he sal 70 te ay us Sed yn, ie pls iho 
‘check ar manoy order fa: Kholso Brain Gomes, P.0. Box 170436, Son Froncixo, CA 
‘94117. Parents who attend with their pold child get 1/2 off the spacial rate. After 
5/15, te Four day poss is $30 A single day pass is $15 ond is avatlobo af the door 
only on the doy ofthe festvol, call far show fimes. Manofest er ed a 
‘wading ord convention is three days af card gaming fun ond excement Fea- 
‘uring aver 25 different MAGIC TOURNAMENTS, over 20 offer NON MAGIC TOURNA- 
ETS on Wad God Pls Yurament aid. 26 
woe going ae dans fee 00 qf ear a ced 
‘sominaes and spec quests! Over 20 different card manufacturers will dora their 
‘atest addtions tothe growing world af wading card games Aendees can speak with 
‘the manufacturers directly with cararsemts and questions obout their gros. Special 
quests inode Tam Wyhe ond Mork Rasewaler of Winards ofthe Coast, aris! Randy 
nd roy hers Or spel evens de he Ques far he Gms of Oaan- 
tn wc ween stat Ty aon on anon 
‘seoled-deck tourney where you must play for onte, was the surprise hit of ManoF est 
"$a lb ogn, vd yo, Tame Xan, wero 
different rvs voriont lournament wil oo canducted avery few haves, Camo with your 
‘sultease of cords to he prepored ta create ‘unuswol” decks ofall sarts, There wall also 
Sears re et Syl ore ol done 
itm ral acne ya he Fer ia a eo 
tnd py spel Ms pc of ay B20 gh psx Py Hsp a 
‘in 3 days befare ar 3 doys after Moncfest Fer more information about Mla cll 
the Hatin © 475-985-5229 or check ut ur orld Wide Web se 
‘tp:// ww abor-com/manofes E-moil com be addressed to magic@2srius com 
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GEORGIA 
JUNE 20-23, ATLANTA 
Oragan’Can "96, Alona Hilton and Towers, Westin Puochiree Plaza and the Atlanta 
Gwic Conver, 350 tables (sold aut) end 1: nit bacths (Faw remening), $45 for 
104 day pass (i advonce), decler hours Thurs: 12Keor-6prm, Fri-Sat. 1Oom-6 0 
‘10amn-Spm Over 300 guests some indude Neil Gaiman, Goreb Shamus, Al Feldstein, 
‘Mark Horn, Jahn Kicfolus, Kevin Smith, Or, Timathy Leary, Bruce tering, RU. Si- 
jus, RAL Salvatore, Porc | y Lorry Elmore, Che Coldwell ond many more. 
epemrinaresofltomty ow isan Thursday, Friday and Saturdoy with mul 
‘fple musical performences cach right (feotwnng GWAR, The Flosh Gir, Glass Hom- 
met) Gaming highlights welude $1,000 AD&D 5-player team taurnament, $1,000. 
‘Storfoct Bottles Tournament, 21 RPGA Events, 7 eee (including five 
{irst-run tcureoments), 7 Living Jungle Evons, | Virtua Event, House of Thud, 
ving Cty Pokor, World Crisis ole Playing simelotion, 3rd annual 4 day Super Bat- 
ited an ‘elt Pling ey eran, age Te Gthg eas 
offically sanctioned by the Wizords o the Coast Ovelists' Convocation, Fa re 
a 
special demonstrahons ofthe hotest Ori- 
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ILEINOTS. 
JUNE 12, SPRINGFIELD 

‘Grd (oF opel onention at, 1 Convention ete P, reg: 
‘ster by p31 -$15 ond ney fos re eit y ay 20-$20 no entry 
fos” (Sold eck urna fees il bo dopendent na condnaton of wher 





Tok 6 Red Za, Top 0 the Ore, Redemption Gra, Shlois ond exe 
Tops reg Te etd 
on prs lbs com wnt, Tey lie he rds apy 
cf ha ol nes S50 in ted pods To Gran CG vrrs nba 
basin portpoon and wil be cvoded othe pron wh cmos the mast 
pos fr het poician in yoriosfurnomants nd denarshos. Far more 
info sand oSASEta. Lamon Gory, Fret Coad, 209 Sringeri, 
Sorin 1 62702, 217-546-4756 colo, Cis Hori 217-753 3916, Gal 
“im(y. 


MASSACHUSETTS 

MAY 18, BOSTON 

cay Met, 57 Prk Pao tal 700 St Steal 617-482-1800, ATG canon 
‘ion touriamant GRAND PRIZES, 000 in CASH THE IG TE (5 Hox, lak 
os, Tine Wl, Teste, Ancstal Racl on a Te Vout) aver 15 tourna 
fu rl dy. fos else Osasopn on, Ina $17 
‘the dow. (ona Gle ida, Gry Mate, 79) 7% Avenue, 9h fe, AY, NY 
1007, 212-633 1288 E-mail raya exressneys com. 


JUNE15, BOSTON 
Gry Motor, 57 Prk Pz Hotel 200 Soot Sos 617 4821800, 116 conven. 
fon &iournomant, GRANO PRIZE - 1,000 m CASH or THE BIG TN (5 Mons, Black 
Los, Tne Wok, Timetviste, Ancestral acl and a Tie Vol) over 15 tou 
mai reaghau te doy. Huge dels oen Ooas apn Sam, $14 nada, $17 
‘te aoe. Conte Glen Fedmon, Gay Mates, 291 7th Arena, Sth fo, NY, KY 
10001, 212432-128, Eel greymaarexpreswoyscom 


NEWJERSEY 
NAY 25, EDISON. 

‘yar to Jase Es Cos Meg), Rrtn a, xi 11a 
‘ih, FTG tren GRARO PRIZE 100 n SH, ov 15 tua cugh- 
‘athe day fig dels rn, Dos open Yan, $1 kane, S15 ot th doe 
{Gxt fon Pera, Go ar, 29) 7h Avo, hear, MY 1000, 212- 
623-128, nal grymotes@expresnos on, 








JUNE 29, EDISON 
Ghoy Vater in New Jes mel Eos Cons Mogi), Rein In ex 10 off NI 

up, 6 furan GRAND PRIZES 00 in AS, ever 1 ouramens 
Atala doy Bg dos rea. Das pe So, SI? baa 
dor ConactSm Parana, Gay Moir, 291 7h Ave, ih ls WY, WY 1000, 
2026321288, nl groymatrexpesvayscom 


NEWYORK 
AY 11-12, NEW YORK 

Gray Hat presen he ogic The Gute 
He ear el 34) Ste ven, AG meta rane 
PRE $5.000 nH RS ond 1 HRS the MAG: THE CATERING 
"WATTONAIS CHAMPIONSHIP aver 50 turpoment throughout the weekend. Huge 
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ss ey Nas, 7h roe, a, MY OE 71269 2 


JUNE, NEW YORK 
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JUNE8, NEW YORK 
‘Mog Toure, t. Pu’ he, Agee Curch Auton, 415 W. 5h Se, 

gration S12, $15 athe dor, (send mney ode to Geario His, est 
{Ets cP B38 Bo, TOK 914376319 uly S196) 
soos ope am Spl events ce 8 cash prizes, etond prize, 000 cash, 


2d pra 500, el re S250, ie 10, Sh ries S50, Bh pe 
‘05 DEALERS WELCOME Conc Goria ees © 1457699 


JUNE 15, LONG ISLAND 

Groy Ma in Lang nd (ormerty NY Moa) Lng sand Mant, ext MM ff 
Neodavbrock Py (nex! Wasa Coeur), MAG convention & fourm: 
GRAND PRIZE - S000 CASH or THE 8 TEN (5 Moxs, lack Ls, Te Wal, 
“Timelvise, Aces Real onda Tine You ove 15 oie roohout he 
tay Hoge dels ara, ows open Yan, $14 ada, S7 fhe door. Contac 
Glen Fednan Gro Mair, 291 th Averwe,hlor,W, NY 1000, 212633- 
1268, Ena grommet @exqressys con. 
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JUNE 2, CLEVELAND /RICHFIELD 
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Paignton cman ist obo Tek 
i et hil Pr, ol pp led 
"Gers of ssa), her gus an acs wl be oraucd sty re 
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.arnd morel 
YV Starter Decks W Singles 
VY Booster Packs W Sets 


| No matter where YOu are... 
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ManaFest& 


North America's Ultimate 
Trading Card Game Convention! 
June 21-23, 1996, San Francisco, CA 


3 full days of: 
* Nonstop 24 hour Gaming 
+ Over 50 different tournaments 
* Over 20 Manufacturers 
*100's of prizes 
And, at least a zillion different 
ways to have fun! 
Call the ManaFest Hotline 
for more info: 
415-985-5223 


Or check-out our web site with all the latest info! 
‘http://www. ibar.com/manafest 
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Holgi no ag’ 
most requested cards, til 
-dibing in the $6-510 range 





Peshags it’s abt eary to make a jadgrnent, but 
bobby retaersare expresng disappointment hat 
the upcoming launch of Mag The Gathenng/s 
‘Alnances expansion nt generating the exaterent 
accompanying earier releases The ninth Mog 
‘epanson se wil canst of 140 cards ands slated 
‘or ar early ne release Twelvecard booster packs 
wl havea suggested ret price o $2.45, 

‘im Eset, owner of Caste Archon En, Pa, 
has spent nearly $600 on 20 television commer 
‘al spo hoping to presel boxes of AMtances at an 
attractive discount. Says Esert, "The commercials 
are runring on our local Fox Staton dunag The 
Simpsons,’ whichis seen every weeknight at 7 
‘o'clock. So fr, ve presold two boxes Frm not 
overly dsappornted because my store stl ge 
ting exposure. Ive come to accept the fact that 
the aea Hive ins not Magecintenswe any longer.” 

Scott Olman, who owns Pegasus Games in 
Mackson, Wis, offers these thoughts on lances 
"Yes, we have had inguites by customers but 
there doesn't seem to be any sense of urgency 
te preorder. Most gamers are assuming packs 
‘of Allances wil be reacly avaiable, so they're 
taking a waltandesee approach.” 

"Tm hoping Alfances wil revitalize a sug 
‘ish Magic market,” offers Mark Welch of Comic 
Cubicie in Williamsburg, Va. "The gamers n my 
shop ate hoping Aliances wil contain some really 
novel cards and not seam asf the cards ace jst 
rehashes of ere cards * 


‘What's Hot in Magic? 

Ian attempt to gather pncing input, store 
‘owners across the country are fathfully sent an 
‘InQuest retailer survey each month. Sure, the 
postage costs are outrageous tu heck, ou read 
2s deserve the best possible pnce guide, 

Besides helping us price cards, retalers ae 
aso asked to list their 10 bestseling oF most- 
requested Magic cards. As you can well imag- 
ing, bts of ths mature contan dozens of dferent 
cards But three cards just keep appeanng on 








stanly sling and estodng those tvee poplar 
‘ards Says acobson, “Ihave al tree my ov 
‘Typell deck and they‘ very complemertay How 
Ing Mine's great card in that it speeds up the 
game. n some types of docs it's tough to get rd 
‘of cera cards such as enchantments and artifacts 
and tha’s where Mitone comes in handy. Skip 
Mine takes away allo the annoyg lands and can 
Jeni an opponent's mana erty inthe gare” 


‘More In-Store Tournaments 

th an efor to create merest and boos sales, 
more shop owners are hosting in-store Magic 
fouaments. "Our fst tournament scoring up 
Soon," relates Barty Branvold of Grand Forks, 
ND. "l expect about 50 of my customers sq 
up Tm giving sore git certficates as pies, and 
Fm hoping everyane has fun.* 

Branvold also wants the tounament o gen 
erate sales "f gamers get beat by a particular 
‘ard, there'sa good chance they'l want to buy 
that card immediately and add to ther deck.” 

(See "InQuest News" on page 13 far more 
information on new Wizard ofthe Coast-related 
toumament activities ) o 


Top 2> Hottest COGS 


1. Magic: The Gathering (WotC) 

Thor thccalg of of Sur Wis apres 
Me T ot Th inptng et fk 
somalia ia, 

2. Star Wars (Decipher) 

Togas edith ach key drat 
steer cif ries sat th 
ane cas dels ee a. 

3, Middle-earth: The Wizards (\\C.£) 
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the Top 10 ists: Howling Mine, Miltone and 


4, Shadowfist (Daedalus) 





Stnp Mine. Fourth Edition versors of Millstone 
and Strip Mine can befound nthe $3.85 range 


The rele ofthe’ Meshrwld ekpaninn st bs 


erent his popu 6 





hile Howiing Mine isa bit more at $6510. 
Ficlacobson, manager of Dreamscape Comics 
In Bethlehern, Pa, reports that is store s con- 


5. OverPawer (Fleer) 
si Cooro th bes expan ox sero hs 
ors and goers erching for woes har cad 





THE LEADERIN...... 
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Try eal 5 7 pipe sete vonmited Singles 
Sols, Packs, Boxes, Cases | Ancestral 
Black Lotus Arabian Nights Singles 
ALPHA Blaze of Glory ‘Al rom Cairo 
BETA Camouflage Bazaar of Baghdad 
‘UNLIMITED Chaos Ore Diamond Valley CALL 
REVISED Consecrate Lands Drop of Honey 
ARABIAN NIGHTS — | Copper Tablet Elephant Graveyard FOR 
ANTIQUITIES Dwarven Demolition Team Erhnam Djinn (CURRENT 
LEGENDS False Order Guardian Beast PRICES 
DARK Forcefield Island of Wak Wak mt 
FALLEN EMPIRES ‘Gauntlet of Might Send 
ICE AGE Ice Storm Juzam Djinn 
‘CHRONICLES ey Maniputator ‘Old Man of the Sea 
HOMELANDS IMlustonary Mask Pyramids 
as Invisibility Ring of Manuf ALWAYS 
ST Iron Claw Ores ‘Shahrazad ALWAYS 
GUARDIANS Jade Statue Singing Tree 
DRAGON DICE Lich Antiquities Singles SELLING 
REDEMPTION Moxes: Argivian Archaeologist 
SHADC WREST Natural Selection ‘Ashnod's Transmogrant 
STAR WARS aoe Bee ‘Candelabra of Tawnos 
ae ing River Mishra's Workshop 
win | Be — ia 
lle ends Sing ul 
WE HAVE TRE CARDS Two Headed Giant evens Singles - 
Tineraater: All Hallows Eve 
BEST SELECTION! Time Vault Dakkon Slackblade 
BEST PRICES: Time Waik Eureka 
BEST SERVICE! ‘Word of Command Firestorm Phoenix 
Gravity Sphere 
Living Plane 
CALL Anytime (941) 927-8398 ‘Master of the Hunt and all 
Fax Orders (941) 927-9495 er ‘ae. 
fi Nether Void 
E Mail : TNCMAGIC@gate.net Baty 
Reverberation 
Sword of the Ages 
TG, 6113 Clark Center Ave, Sarasote, FL 34238 USA ne ates bes on Newac 
MINIMUM SHIPPING & HANDLING $4.00 Underworld Dreams ss 
We accept checks and money orders plus Mastercard, 
‘Visa, American Express and Discover 
We ship Worldwide - Overaite service i avaiable THE NATIONAL COLLECTOR 


We Buy-Sell-Trade 
Prices are subject to change 


PIRIEE CATALOG 








Popular Licensed Collectibl 
STAR WARS-STAR TREK- THE SHADOW 
BARBIE-G,1.JOE-DISNEY-WARNER BROS. 

SUPER HEROES-NIGHTMARE BEFORE XMAS. 
‘CARTOONS-TV-MOVIE MEMORABILIA 
POSTERS-RARE COINS-ANIMATION ART 
RINGS-CHARACTER WATCHES 
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GUIDELINES 


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE INQUEST PRICE GUIDE 
About the Price Guide 


The following collectible card game price guide contains the mast 
accurate and up-to-the minute card prices available To make sure the values 
Isted are as tmely as possible, we're in constant contact with hundreds of 
retailers and fans throughaut the country The price ranges listed reflect the 
current seling prices for Near Mi Mhe higher price represents the full 
retal price for an individual card or a single item. The lower price is what ane 
might expect to pay i purchasing trom a fellow collector, oF f buying more 
than one card There are many other factors that can cause a retailer to price 
x card for fess than the “high price,” which includes local competition, 
urrent saturation of the m just plain old supply and demand, 
(Ultimately, though, 2 card is worth whatever you are willing to pay Tor of 
What someone 's wing to pay you for it) A yalue listed for @ card in a price 
guide does not definitively state what a card is “wort. 




















How to use the InQuest Magic Price Guide 


Wseasy Whe a catd hax chinged Vakic src nt moni hitng of when aed 's 








8 pce chang, sthas a shaded bar ff the cad has sen. 
nk bar it has fallen vali, (fa @ blue bar the avd w seg 
inky but hes not reno fallen yale sce the last tng mathe wth a yoW bat 


Inthe ample, the Dark Heart of the Wood has rien since lak marth, the Diabolic 
Machine bt dropped in value sine lest ant, andthe lect Eel he been sling k= 
wilfve wahout experencing any Noctuavon npr 

(Color bows 0 the kt the card name matk the cara’ elo ar group 











fx ds 





How to use the InQuest CCG Price Guide 
In the example, Blood Wars is the raine of the game, TSR 
rmanufacaser, and Faetote and Faetlons the tie of Se expansion st. adetan to 
fon and blve bar, a green bars usc fo nate set tat ws being ned for the st 
une i the pce guide A yllow bar ncestes tata et as been heawly traded With no 

pice change As inceates tha 2 pce was noe aval 
Remember, color bats do not whether a card wil seo alan the fre We 
atmo forane eles 
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“The InQuest Playets Guide |s meant 9 serve as at ald 
an playing collectible card games, Every month, you'll 
find the most extensive card descriptions avalabile for 
‘Magic The Gathering, along with one other — 
collectible card game in the Players Guide Spotlight. 


SAMPLE LISTING 





































SREY 
7rQuest proud to present 
és J ano-messno-uss guide 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
The following 1a st of 
arist abbreviations. 
‘Mexonder, Rob we 
Aopdath Roky AE 
are, Jule Jie 
‘Board, ward He 
Sern ta Ae 
ihe nn ry 
‘Brockschri, Ker Ke 
‘ieudk, Commatus Or 
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‘Tranpson, Roth Li 
Teter Ow oy 
YenCang, San iC 
Yer Pee Me 
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KULT 
CARD DESCRIPTION 


FATHARIEL 

‘A. Name: A diferent one for every 
‘ingle cord. 

B. Suits: [hiss what you need jo have 
inorder to ply the cord. Usually these 
suits ore proved by your Nojor Arcanum, 
C. Description: the type of being, 
‘or cord, ond is special obilifes—clf thot 
funky stuff that mokes the 

‘ome interesting 

D. Artist: We'll you figure ths one 
cout for yourself. 

E, Hierarchy: The relative power of 
the Mojr Arcanum os compored to others. 
Simply pt, the player withthe lowest 
umber gel ogo fist 


GRENADE 

A. Suits Provided: These are the 
suils your Major Arcanum gives you accoss 
ton thiscas,kroledge ofthe dscifne 
af Tawra. 

8. Station Indicators: Ihe 
range mocks show where ou'e 
allowed to ply the cord ihn your 
msi cross. 

PROSTITUTE 

A. Combat Value: Tisshow god 
‘0 Being does in combat. We don't care 
hot your mater say—bggr set. 





*feaiy as you know itis ae" These ae the 
words that introduce players othe word of Ko, 2 
‘modem soting wih a mori twist. Asa plier, 
{you represent Major Arcanun~one of 20 poveful 
beings that are competing for control over the 
rumbling remanants ofthe worl, The objec? 
Seay the major of the population fo your bees. 
Sounds simple enough, bul how do you dot? 
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The 1996 WIZARD 


| FAN Axvards 

LIVE in Atlanta! 
q i | the 1996 Wizard Fan awahiee 
presentation LIVE. on: Friday” 

h wet, evening, June 21 in ‘Atlanta. 
¢ %, Be apart of hisfory and see 

5 @ | your fevorite oni book 
is (creators receive their awards! 


 DRAGON‘CON, 
© SUNE 20-235 
Atlanta Hilton dnd: Towers 

] ation call 770/925-01 15> rad 
ae, eck the: ) Drayon Con) Web site: 
Astga. ae 


| Mowatt Wizard Press sponsored events | 
_ lectible cd gate fournaments shai 


leet Wizard? and 






Hil How are ya? Good, good. Well, we haven't talked to you in 2 while and we felt it was 
fagh ime we dl So tl us Ite about yoursel and what youve een doing since we as 
talked by filing out this here survey and sencling t back to us (preferably by U.S, mal). 


‘And hey—the first $0 of you to reply wil get frst shot at Pat Buchanan in a dunk tank..0ops, 
that was the Secret Service on the other lie, so you'l ust have to settle for a cool black InQuest 
Tshirt (ited, Imited), a pair of InQuest dice and, of course, our eternal gratitude. 
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Swanson 


Rick Swan's unique take on the world of gaming re 


Fm ich! I'm Bich! (Aren't 12) 


Other than "Beavis and Butt-Head,” the only TV show | 
watch religiously is "Wall Street Week." By following the 
shows advice, H've put together 2 smal! portfolio of stocks. 
And if my portfolio continues to appreciate at its current 
rate, I'l be able to retire in, oh, about the same year the sun 


goes nova. 
1 Guess THAT. 


OF course, if my stocks FAIR... 
iow’ ort 


Oe, 


go beliy-up, lean always fall 
back on my game cards. | 
plan to make a millon from 
my Magic collection 
someday; | mean, stranger 
things have happened 
(Wh. haven't they?). 
Trouble i, there's no "Wall 
Street Week" for card 
collectors, So I've been 
seeking advice from some 
experts—folks who make 
ther fv teaching money 
to reproduce ise. Here's 
what | learned. 

YOU'RE BETTER OFF 
WITH COCA-COLA, For 
starters, a deck of cards may 
rot be the best place to 
park your money, "When it 
Comes to investing,” says Duane Hinnchs, a protess'onal 
financal planer, tangible assets—tke cards, coms and other 
physical objects-are ust about a nisky as you can ge.” 

‘As he points out, there’s no regulated market for 
collectors ke there is for stocks. And though there are 
always buyers for stocks, there's no guarantee you can sell 
{your cards when you want to. "Your ability to iquidate your 
Collection i only as Qood as your ability to find somebody 
‘whol pay for.” Bil Wallace, financial consultant for Smith 
Barney, pus t more bluntly. "The collectibles market is more 
subject to collapse" 

So what’ » person to do with, Say, a extra 100 bucks? 
"You can get Into mutual funds for a litle as $50,* says 
Wallace. “Gyer time, that will probably eam you 10 percent 2 
year” Hinrichs also recommends mutual fund, burt notes that 
tnvidual stacks might be a good bet, “Pick a company you're 
familar wth, tke MeDona's; Walt Dsniey or Coca-Cola." 

DON'T WORRY ABOUT WOLVERINE. While examining 
ld copies of InQuest, ve noticed thatthe values of certain 
‘ards as reported in inQuest's price guides tend to correlate 
wth sues that have Marvel Comics characters on the cover. 
For mstance, Jester's Cap was priced at $20 ih issue #5 
(Spider-Man), then jumped to $30 in ssue #7 (Wolverine), 


20 WQ avers 








‘an increase of 50 percent, | thought I was on to something, 
bout | quess not. 

“everything has a cycle of tts own,” acknowledges 
Hinrichs. "But you've got to observe it over a long period, 
three to five years at least. Ten years is much better.” Long- 
term trends are even harder 
‘to gauge. "AS a rule,” says 
Hinrichs, “you need 20 or 
30 years of history.” 

WHEN SHOULD | SELL 
MY DINGUS EGG? “When 
the price Is high!” laughs 
‘wallace Seriously, he says, 
‘rif you're buying with the 
idea of selling for a profit, 
begin by deciding on a 
price you'd like to reach, 
Decide this first.” In other 
words, as soon as 1 buy a 
Dingus Egg for $10, 1 
should decide that Il sell 
the minute it hits a target 
of, say, 315. 

And how do I determine 
the target? Wallace admits 
that’s not easy, "You base 
your decision on historical 
information. But calectors don't usually have it.” 

WE'RE DOOMED. Ate there signs that a particular 
market migght be # touble? "Even collectibles are vulnerable 
to international events and changes in the presidency,” says 
Hinrichs. “If the general economy is upbeat, you can 
probably expect little or no interference wn your abslty 0 sel 
But if unemployment Is high or there's a recession, the 
‘eottom could fall out " 

‘Wallace warns af clouds on the horizon when the market 
works itself Into a frenzy. "Then you're not getting a fair 
reading of true values, This tends to occur when there are 
{ots of [collector] shows and lots of hype.” Or, perhaps, lots 
‘of volatility. Like maybe when the value of a jester's Cap 
increases by 50 percent in two months, 

EVEN IF YOU WIN, YOU LOSE. Let’s say you hit the 
jackpot and sell yaur $10 Dingus Egg for a cool grand. 
You just made $990, right? Wrong. According to the 
Internal Revenue Service, 2 Dingus Egg card is property, 
and with few exceptions, profits in property are 
considered capital gains. In other words, you gotta cough 
up some tax Sorry 








ka Ted Sot he ad eek, 








() doin over 10,000 fellow tun 
seekers at the |s'q08t pure 
gaming convention in the 
United State 


| © Comput 
Wilitary, Adventure: 
Miniatures, Family, Role 
Playing, Board, and every 
other type of game imaginable! 





> Over 1,200 events and 
°75,000,00 tn prizes! 


24-hour nonsfl6Q Bean 
‘our brand new 250,000 square 
foot convention center! 


) Over 125 companies is 
the hottest games a 


accessories} - 








“Dozens of Ce | withvall 
the top names in gamingt 


PF 


) The hottest {HTERACTIVE 
computer gaming area in the 
country! 


et of 


special events: and WiLD 
interactive activities, 
tnciuding the incredible 
GAMES Magazine/Live Wire 
Maze of Games! 


©) Huge collectable games 
auction & the best art show in 
the Midwest! 





@ The Magic: The 
United States National 
Championships; the Magic 

) Professional Tour; National & 
orld DipCon; the largest War 





a gathering ever; Major 9” 


tournaments ineluding 
— * 


ANDON 
UNLIMITED 


———— 





Middle-earth Wyvern, 
Guardians, Red Zone, Top of 
the Order, Highlander, Star 
Wars and more: Puffing Billy 
Train Games; First-run RPGA 
including Living City/Death/ 
Jungfe; the best ever Star 
Fleet Battles tournaments; 
Europatest; Battletech Open; 
Avaion Hilf Classics tourna» 
ment; Milton Bradley/Parker 
Brothers Classics; H.M, 
Miniatures Events & Demos; 
‘Smithee Awards for the best 
of BAD movies; lots of Live 
Action RPGs, and TONS more! 


%) Stillthe best value in gaming: 
Only $34.95 in advance, 























He's good, he’s really good. His deck is even better, and if you don’t 
take him down this turn, you're toast. But what if you had Ritual of 
the Machine, just one of the great new powerful cards in Alliances”. . . 
What could you do with this card? Find out this summer! 


Alliances™, the next limited-edition expansion set for Magic: The Gathering® and Ice Age” 


ppsaness ™ Over 440 new cards to add to your decks * 42-card booster packs: $2.45 rs 


‘it or War Wis Web tea t//metsardsom Wier of he Gonst® Casta Service (206) 624-0823, 











